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Early gov't retirement DepEd blinks, to correct 


lan backed, whacked errors in history book 
P! ry 

By Christine О. Avendaño By Dona Pazzibugan 

and Cynthia Р. Balana and Cynthia D. Balana 


‘TWO SENATORS are supporting a proposed 
P30-billion early retirement program for gov- 
ernment employees, but the head of a 


tant government workers’ group is denounc- М. a change of heart yester- 


ing the plan as “early retrenchment.” BALANCE day and promised to cor- 
an ———~E~—S е " " DEPED/AI7 


Tuesday, September 28,2004 kkk” 4Bpages / 4sections / vol. 
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All-time low: P56.45-$1 


т.т »Dealersattribute decline to 


skyrocketing oil prices 


B i 
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By Doris C. Dumlao and Gil C. Cabacungan jr. 


THE PESO slid back yesterday to its historic low of 56.45 
to the dollar on heavy corporate demand, pressure from 
skyrocketing oil prices and soft regional currency mai- 
kets. Ithad closed at P56.38 on Friday. 

‘The last time the peso hit the "moderated outlook” for -the 
56.45 level was on March 22 due country’s dominant export—elec- 
largely to concerns on dwindling tronics, $ 
foreign exchange reserves of the “Trade deficit for the seven 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, But months to July of $1.51 billion has 
itclosed at 56.42. exceeded our full-year expectation 

Citigroup, the leading Ameri- ofa deficit of $837 million,” Citi- 
can financial services firm, ех. group said. "Declining electronic 
pects the peso to weaken to56.75 imports tracked a disappointing 
against the dollar by next month. 32 percent year-on-year in elec- 


it expects the peso to plunge to tronic exports as the global elec- 
(3) March 4 = 56.235 (5) June 18 = P58.43 57.50 by March and to 57.80 by tronic outlook is moderated." 


Peso fal 


tion threats against the Arroyo ad- сг, dae dee ОИ нт ем 

ministration ашу Fernando Poe Jr. from the presiden- presidential votes р arnt pee 
(2) Feb. 3= P56.20 Mur (6) Aug. 30 -P56.21 dated Sept. 23, Citigroup at- lar in the fourth quarter because 
Peso is the biggest loser among Asian (4) March 22 = P56.42 Peso continues to slide despite tributed its negative outlook for of remittances from overseas Fil- 

NPA hand seen in killing of ex-rebel | Enrile favors 

| mnesty f 
By Christian V. Esguerra said yesterday the slain leader of pines and the New People’s Army, the leaders of the NPA.” E a nesty or: 
and Juliet Labog-Javellana the Rebolusyonaryong Partidong from Washington's list of forei Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye | ‚ S 
Manggegawa-Pilipinas ^ might terrorist organizations. said the Philippine National Po- mutineers ^? 

IT BORE the stamp of what com- have been shot by his former Rosal told the Inquinen that an lice was exhausting all means to 

munist rebels call “revolutionary comrades. NPA unit had long been looking solve the case, as well as previous By Christine О, Avendaño 

justice. ‘Communist spokesperson Gre- for Tabara to arrest him and bring cases involving the killing of for- and TJ Burgonio 


"The gun that felled breakaway gorio “Ка Roger” Rosal himself him before a "peoples court” for mer rebel leaders. 

leftist leader Arturo Tabara in a hinted that New People’s Army trial, andthattheunitcould have "Тһе cases may be the result of 
‘Quezon City parking lot was simi- guerrillas might have been be- approached Tabara to serve him internal conflicts within the revo- 
Tar to those used in the killing of hind the killing. the summons. lutionary left, but nevertheless 
two other former senior rebels, _ The Sunday evening slaying of “But instead of submitting they are а travesty of justice,” 
and the assassination was carried Tabara and his companion, peacefully, he opted to fight to Bunyesaid. 

ош with the same deadly Stephen Ong, occurred at a time resist arrest,” Rosal said. “The Не said measures were being 


ТАКЕ it from а man accused of 
plotting against two presidents. 
‘Opposition Sen. Juan Ponce 
Enrile yesterday backed the 
granting of amnesty to rebel sol- 
diers involved in last years Oak- 


smoothness. leaders of the National Demo- NPA unit could have just de- taken to ensure the safety of бог. * cim Wood mutiny, rejecting. argu- 
dieere the initial findings cratic Front were pressing forthe fended themselves, Thats one merrebels ‘who haveretumedto TABARA could have resisted | ments that clemency for the muti- 
of police looking into Таһагаз removal ofthe NDE aswellasthe possible scenario. I don’t know. the fold [of the law].” NPA “arrest,” according to СРР. neers would only encourage mili- 


murder and Malacafiang itself Communist Party of the Philip- 


Рт still awaiting reports from WeAHANDIAS spokesperson Gregorio Rosal. tary adventuris 
“The best antidote to military 


‘Condom king’ undaunted by Church stand ЕЕ, 
nance,” Enrile told reporters. 
‚ Condom king undaunted by urch SLana eem 
Ф i your society is clean and gover- 
By Blanche S. Rivera “Any real church „иШ bck _ Mechai obviously knew this, tions programon HIV-AIDS). nance is also good,” he said 
up wat Tm doing because Tm but was undaunted. “Pll fightany Не was brought to Manila by “But when society is not well-or: 
TAKE it from Thailands “condom tying to save lives, Mechaisaid. religion that tries to stop me ..1 UNAIDS, the AIDS Society of the dered and the governance is in- 
" аа "m the almost three decades respect il religions as long as Philippines, Path Foundation and adequate, 1 think to exact те 
$ Mni sentes P Me" rhat he had been promoting the theyarenocsily onsome pins,” Global Pund:AIDS, рпа buie justice is eounter-pro- 
Tee ger noe Aa midya is use of condoms, Mechai claimed, he said, eliciting laughter from In his country he is famous for ductive." 
in towmto promote the advo. по one religious group had шей his audience. giving away condoms wherever Enrile first challenged the fates 
ка Y cacy which umed around his to stop him, or declared that he Тһе Thai official was in he goes—restaurams, public in 1986 when then President Fer 
d "T Ap alarming HIV-AIDS 
ў 


pm 


ay 


"y was on the wrong track. charge of tourism, sports, infor- transport, schools, government dinand Marcos accused him and 

[4 infection rate. The Catholic Church in the mationandAlDSpreventionun- offices, gas stations, night clubs the Reform the Armed Forces 

“į AS Speaking at a forum in Philippines strongly lobbies der the Prime Minister's Office апа rural villages. Movement (RAM) of plotting 
ОО” makati Ску yesterday, Mechai against the use of artificial com in199192.Hefoundedthefop. "The Philippines doesnt think against his regime. His break- 


у e “ged Filipinos tose condoms in taceptves, and maintains that ulation and Community Dew thas larger (HIV-AIDS) numbers away from Marcos helped ignite 
% D а spite of directions to the contrary condoms do not really offereffec- opment Association based in than Thailand, and that may be the "people power” revolt that 
MECHAI:UNAIDSambassador. from the conservative Catholic tive protection from sexually Bangkok, and was ambassador true,” ‘Mechai said. “But how far ousted the dictator. E 


пацана church. » transmitted diseases. to UNAIDS (joint United Ма сокром/АП ОЛ 


of porous RP border 


Celebes Sea ¥ 
GLAN, South Cotabato—From behind a pair 4 
of binoculars that has seen better days, Aman- 2 
‘cio Wagwag searches the sea for intruders. 
For the next 12 hours, the 30-year-old skip- 
per of a Philippine Coast Guard gunboat will 
play а dangerous game of cat-and-mouse 


ry Sulawesi A 2 
d 7 cA 
with hundreds of boats shuttling between the 


zn E 
З А q 
M 


Sulawesi in eastern Indonesia. 

But if a fruitless first three months on the 
job are anything to go by, his chances of mak- 
ingan arrest ате slim. 

“This is a very lonely and difficult job,” 
Wagwag told a guest on his small, noisy boat, 
loaded with two machine guns and three oth 


ercrew members, x ы border patrol 
“We only have one gunboat patrolling a \ X 


operations inthe sea 
160-km-long coastline and our old boat is no separating Mindanao 
match for high-speed outriggers carrying con- and North Sulawesi. 
traband, including illegal migrants, from In- wag зано 


donesia," he sai. si 
‘Complicating the situation are the thou- A PHILIPPINE Coast Guard officer searches the sea off Glan, South Cotabat 
INDONS/AI Islamiyah operatives secretly entering Mindanao for training. 
зазнавав итча ИМЕЛ ИА ЕЕ SSA IR RI RIB SETTERS: AOE 
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! WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST Eastern Vayas and Mindano cud Palanan wt x- 
‘potence позу cloudy skos wt scared талони zd thut- 
тит, The rest of th country wil be party шу cloudy 
‘wih ltd они and обет, 
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Graft raps filed vs GSIS chief 


By Cynthia D. Balana 
and GII C. Cabacungan Jr. 


A PARTY-LIST congressman 
yesterday led Government 
Service Insurance System 
union officials and pension 
fund owners represented by 
Courage, a non-governmen- 
tal organization, in filing 
graft charges against GSIS 
president and general man- 
ager Winston Garcia in the 
Office of the Ombudsman. 

At the same time, Rep. Crispin 
Beltran (party-list, Anakpawis) filed 
House Resolution No. 286 calling 
for a congressional investigation in- 
to alleged unfair labor practices by 
Garcia against the GSIS union. 

"The graft raps against Garcia 
wete for unliquidated cash ad- 
vances totaling P5.25 million, the 
purchase by the GSIS of paintings 
‘amounting to tens of millions of 
pesos, and the Р1-ЫШоп agree- 
ment with Union Bank for an "e- 
Card" project that is being op- 
posed by retirees and pensioners 
who have difficulty using auto- 
matic teller machines, 

Beltran said the latter deal was 
being questioned by Courage and 
allied peoples organizations be- 
cause Union Bank is controlled by 
the Aboitiz Group which alleged- 
ly had business links to Garcia. 

‘The law provides that the mon- 
ey of trust funds like the GSIS 
should be placed only in govern- 
ment depository banks such as 
Landbank and Development 


conference Monday. 


Bank ofthe Philippines. 

Beltran said that aside from 
mismanaging the GSIS and 
“swindling” millions of state em- 
ployees of their rightful benefits, 
Garcia was a “notorious violator” 
‘of employees’ rights. 

He said Garcia had issued a 
board resolution slashing the 
salaries of rank-and-file employ 
ees by 10 percent purportedly as 
the GSIS' contribution to the na- 
tional governments efforts to 
stem the fiscal crisis. 

For his part, Garcia branded 
the complaint filed against him 


by Beltran et al. as “utterly false, 
baseless and malicious." 

In a statement issued yester- 
дау, Garcia said the complaint 
was part of a “vicious plot" by’ 
terested partiés" to oust him "be- 
cause of my constructive policies 
and unrelenting determination to 
fully protect and promote the in- 
terests of the 1.5 million GSIS 
‘members by stopping illegal and 
immoral practices that deprive 
the GSIS of legitimate revenues." 

Garcia said he welcomed the 
probe because, "I will definitely ex- 
pose the evil motives of those who 


6515 has 


ing, ena 


tors, ind 
Beltra 


vice Со 


protecti 


MEMBERS of different militant groups demand ouster of GSIS Chief Winston Garcia in a press 
filed the complaint. Iwill also show 
that under my administration, the 
prove its assets and finan 
the needs of its member-contribu- 
plaints against Garcia before the 
Ombudsman and the Civil Ser- 
because the latter "enjoys the 
Bur the Palace has left it to the 


Department of Finance to decide 
whether or not to keep Garcia. 


in this issue." 


not i 


from a congressman. 


олмвокоос 


s been able to strongly im- 
stand- 
bling it го fully respond to 


comment on the issue. 


luding the government.” 
an said none of the com- 
mmission had prospered 


ion of Malacañang.” 
mal 


In а TV interview, Р 
Macapagal-Arroyo sai 

him (Garcia) not to explain о me 
but to the Filipino people. Let us 
wait who the public will believe 


‘The President said she would 
tervene because, "I am the 
appointive authority and 1 want 
to wait for his explanation be- 
cause I don't want the other side 
to use the ongoing review of GSIS 
and GOCCs (government-owned 
and -controlled corporations) as 
а form of harassment of those 
that do not get contracts.” 

"The President was apparently 
referring to Garcia's riposte that 
one of the reasons he was being 
attacked was thathe had denied a 
request fora reinsurance contract. 


Tn a radio interview, Press Secre- 
tary Ignacio Bunye said, "The GSIS 
is under the DOF [which] is cur- 
rently reviewing the management 
and operations of all government fi- 
nancial institutions, We dont want 
1o jumpthe gun on its review" 

"The DOF, however, refused to 


Finance Secretary Juanita Am- 
atongis on a two-week road show 
abroad to brief Foreign investors 
on the Philippine economy. 

Finance Untlersecretary Nieves 
Osorio, whois officer in charge in. 
‘Amatong's absence, said she did 
mot want to comment on the mat- 
ter until she had received a for- 
order бот Malacai 
telling the DOF to decide Garcia's 
fate. With Mitch Remo 


Winston 
get P2.1-M 
GSIS loan 
in bours 


By Norman Bordadora 


WE SHOULD all be o lucky. 

А party-list group yester- 
day scored Government Ser- 
vice Insurance System presi 
dent and general manager 
Winston Garcia for securing a 
P2.1-million lom on the 
same day (June 23) that he 
filed his application, аса time 
many fund members were 
getting their salary loans in 
two weeks at the earliest. 

"Т could have gotten it in 
four hours just like all the other 
GSIS members whose records 
and premium poymens were. 
in order," Garcia retorted. 

Garcia sad the computeri- 
zation of the GSIS had made. 
it so efficient that it could 
‘comply with President Maca 
pagal-Arroyo's directive to 
process salary loans in as 
quickly as four hours and re- 
tirement and other claims in 
eight hours. 

“ifthe members dont get 
their loans as fast, it must be 
that they have yet to update 
their premium payments or 
the govemment agencies they 
belong to had failed to remit 
their payments,” Garcia said. 

‘And whatdid he do with the 
money he borrowed? Garcia 
admitted hebought a Volvo. 


ng 


Gov't still has to recover P2.9B invested in Smokey project, says Miriam 


By Michael Lim Ubac curity System, Overseas Workers 
‘Welfare Administration, Pagibig 
Fund, Home Guaranty Corp, Gov- 
emment Service Insurance System. 
landbank and the Philippine Na- 
tional Bank had not been recovered 
five years after they matured 
"The national government as- 
sumed these liabilities, including in- 
terest for 10 years," she said. "RAI 


Builders legally sold most of the 
79 hectares of reclaimed land for 
P13.2 billion but failed to redeem 
the debt instruments it sold through 
the Smokey Mountain Asset Pool.” 
Santiago hit back at former In- 
ternal Revenue Commissioner Li- 
wayway Vinzons-Chato, legal 
counsel and spokesperson of К-П 
Builders, for claiming that there 


SEN. MIRIAM. Defensor-Santiago 
yesterday said that the government 
still had not recovered from the 
рР2.9-ЫШоп liabilities of the Smokey 
Mountain Development and Redla- 
mation Project (SMDRP). 

Santiago explained that the P2.9- 


billion investments of the Social Se- lands ш 
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4* 2004 MCLE Lecture Series - October 2, 9, 16 & 23, 2004 
[Credit units earned may still be credited to the first compliance period] 
Bar Matter No. 850 and its implementing rules provide, among others, that failure to comply 
with the Mandatory Continuing Legal Education (MCL) 36-unit requirement at the end of 
the compliance period shall be a cause for listing a lawyer as a delinquent member and 
consequently, he shall not be permitted to practice law. To afford lawyers the opportunity to 


| fully comply with the MCLE requirement, we are sponsoring the following Lecture Series: 
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was nothing irrégular in the pro- 


were still in the name of the Na- 

tional Housing Authority (МНА), 
“That is 

she said, 

were eventually transferred to R- 

1 Builders, which was granted 

the exclusive right to sell the 


ject because the reclaimed lands 


nly half the truth," 
the fact is the titles 


inder the Smokey Moun- 


By juliet Labog-avellana. 


ANEW anti-smuggling czar is born. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday or. 
dered Customs Commissioner George Jereos 
to draw up alist of the country’s top smugglers 
and gave him "broad powers" so he could 
wage an intensified war against smuggling. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said the 
President told the Bureau of Customs to step 
pits campaign against smuggling, one of the 
weak areas in the government's revenue col- 
lection. 

The government is battling to overcome а 
projected P200-billion budget deficit, 
prompting the President to ask for eight new 
taxes and to whip various agencies to shape 
upor save additional revenues. 

"The President wants Customs to really go 
at it (smuggling) hammer and tongs. She 
‘wants the commissioner to prepare an OB 
(order of battle) against smugglers similar to 
the OB for kidnappers and drug lords," Bunye 
said. 

"The idea is to identify these alleged smug- 
glers and to come up with an action plan to 
bring them to justice," he said. 

Jereos recently submitted to the President 
a list of 112 people charged with various vio- 
lations of customs laws. None of the more 
prominent personalities linked to big-time 
smuggling in the country was on the is. 

As the President assessed the performance 


PRESIDENT 
Arroyo recelvesa 
copy of the 
criminal cases 
filed by the 
Bureau of 
Customs from 
the new anti- 
smuggling czar, 
Customs 
Commissioner 
George Jereos, 
during the 
Customs 
Command 
conferenceat 
Malacahang 


Palace Monday. 


tain Asset Pool agreement." 
‘And while it was true that R-I 
Builders had infused some funds, 
“the funds infused by govem- 
ment financial institutions were 
nearly three times what КП 
Builders had put in,” she added. 
Santiago also pointed out that 
the earnings of the Social Securi 
ty System appear “on paper only 


GMA tells customs chief: 
Go get the big smugglers 


because the certificates bought 
by the GFIs have not been re- 
deemed until nove” 

She explained that under the 
termination agrecment signed last 
year by the МНА and R-II Builders, 
the Home Guaranty Insurance 
Corp. agreed to pay the certificates 
amd accrued interest, which could 
total upto PS billion already. 


ofall tax collectors in a command conference 
їп Malacañang yesterday afternoon, she issued 
Executive Order 363 giving the customs com- 
missioner the powers of the defunct Economic 
Intelligence and Investigation Bureau (ЕИВ) 

‘This would give him Jercos “almost com- 
plete powers” against smuggling, not just lim- 
ited to the customs area, 

The ЕПВ was previously empowered to 
combat smuggling but it was abolished dur- 
ing the Estrada administration. 

Ms Arroyo did not revive the ЕПВ but vest- 
ed Jereos with its powers. 

Asthenew antismuggling czar, Jereos can: 

* Prepare and implement appropriate and 
effective measures to prevent and suppress all 
forms of smuggling especially rice, sugar, veg- 
etables, vehicles, alcohol and dangerous 
drugs; 

© Effect searches, seizures and 
smuggling cases or apply for a jud 
тапга may be necessary. 

© Investigate, file and prosecute criminal, 
civil and administrative cases against smug- 
glers. 

* Enlist the assistance of any department, 
bureau, office, agency or instrumentality of 
the government, including government- 
owned or -controlled corporations to сапу 
ош its personnel, facilities and resources. 

* And perform such other functions and 
carry out activities as may be directed by the. 
President. 
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‘WORST-CASE SCENARIO’ 


Evacuation of 4,000 
Pinoys in Iraq ruled out 


By T] Burgonio 


ACTING ‘Foreign Secretary Jose Brillantes 
yesterday allayed growing fears for the safety 
of the 4,000 Filipinos working in Iraq, saying 
the volatile situation in the war-torn state did 
not necessitate their evacuation just yet. 

Brillantes, the current undersecretary for 
migrant workers affairs, ruled out the possi- 
bility the stepped-up attacks by Iraqi insur- 
gents against the US-led international coali- 
tion would degenerate into civil war. 

"Evacuation is a worst-case scenario. This 
is very remote. We just have tobe ready forall 
eventualities,” Brillantes told reporters in a 
chance interview. 

"How can there be civil war when the US 
forces are there?” he added. 

United States officals had predicted that 
Iraqi insurgents would step up their attacks in 
the run-up to the Australian elections next 
month, the US presidential elections in Novem- 
ber and the Iraqi elections in January next year. 

The accelerated hostilities had worried 
Philippine officials, prompting them to advise 
the embassy staff in Baghdad to restrict their 
movements and to update contingency mea- 
sures for the Filipino workers. 

Brillantes, however, said the government was 
prepared to repatriate any of the 4,000 Filipinos 


US unfazed by GMA China trip 


By T] Burgonio 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo's decision to 
make her first visit to China after the May 
presidential elections did not worry the US 
government at all, US Embassy Charge d'Af- 
faires Joseph Mussomeli said. 

The Presidents three-day state visit to China 
carly this month had been viewed asa posturing 
by the Philippines which had been roundly eriti- 
cized by the United States for withdrawing its 
token humanitarian contingent in Iraq in July 

‘Manila pulled out its contingent to meet 
the demand of Iraqi militants who snatched 
and threatened to behead Filipino truck driv- 
er Angelo dela Cruz. 

Mussomeli, who toured a museum in 
Cavite on Saturday along with some members 
of the embassy staff, said that the US govem- 
ment felt "it was good" for Ms Arroyo to visit 
one of its “important neighbors” in Asia. 

"China is an important country in this region, 
and it would really be narrow-minded or short- 
sighted for either the Philippines or the [US] to 
not want that sort of interplay between the 
countries," he said in an interview after the tour. 

Mussomeli, who arrived in Manila more 
than a week ago, said it was crucial for any 
country to hold talks with its “next-door 
neighbors” and thresh out any dispute 
brought about by their geographic closeness, 
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working in two US military camps—Anaconda 
and Victory—ifa request was made. 

"In situations like this, (repatriation) 
comes to mind until things die down,” he 
said, recalling that several months ago, some 
600 workers had asked to be repatriated bur 
only 200 eventually decided to come home. 

‘Ambassador Roy Cimatu, special envoy to 
the Middle East, was set to depart for Iraq to 
visit the two camps and assess the situation 
there in the face of the accelerated hostilities 
inthe past few days. 

"Cimatu should be on the way to Iraq to 
makea fresh personal assessment of the situa- 
tion," Brillantes said. 

“At this time, [Charge d'Affaires in Bagh- 
dad] Ricardo Endaya is probably making his 
own assessment and is getting in touch with 
as many Filipinos as he can. He has the list of 
all [the Filipinos) in Iraq,” he said. 

In view of the heightened alert, the em- 
bassy has embarked on а massive campaign 
to inform the Filipino workers to be prepared 
for “any eventuality” and to take safety pre- 
cautions even while inside the camps. 

“They will know what to do depending on 
егеп," Brillantes said. 

‘The foreign affairs department is also 
preparing safety manuals for distribution to 
the workers there, he said. 


“There's always friction if youre too dose to 
each other Its important to talk; its important to 
visit and to work out these problems,” he said. 
“Yeah, за good thing. We don't worry about it." 

The Philippines and China, along with 
Brunei, Malaysia, Vietnam and Taiwan, are 
laying claims to the Spratly islands off South 
China Sea, which are believed to be sitting on 
vast oll and gas reserves 

In a bid to turn it into an “area of coopera- 


SS 
ed 


tion,” Manila and Beijing hammered out an 
agreement to mount a three-year, $7-million 
seismic survey around the Spratlys for pote 

tial oil and gas reserves during the state visit. 

Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo had re- 
pextediy defended the visit, saying that Ms Ar- 
Toyo recognizes the determining influence of 
China, together with the US and Japan, on the 
‘country’s security and economic situation. - 

"This recognition, he said, was part of the 
President's foreign policy. 

Echoing assurances by Washington officials, 
Mussomeli said that the two countries remain 
"cose allies” despite their “serious disagree- 
ment" over the troops’ pullout from Baghdad. 

“Things really aren't bad now. Even close 
allies, even close friends disagree on some 
things. And Idon't want to say it wasn'ta ses 
‘ous disagreement, it was. Even if 1 have dis- 
agreements with my wife, with God, we don't 
turn our backs on each other," he said. 


By Carlito Pablo or 


THE COUNTRYS salvation 
from its enormous debt could 
be found in what lies be- 
neath—the country's untapped 
mineral resources. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr. 
pointed this out as he called for 
the revival of the mining indus- 
чу in line with his proposed 


is estimated between $800 bil- 
lion to $1 vilion, as against the 
current Philippine external debt 
of $57 billion," he said. 

The development of the 
mining industry has been ham- 
pered by lack of capital, а situ- 
ation significantly attributed to 
the current constitutional limi- 
tations on foreign equity par- 
ticipation in such fields as min- 
eral development. 

“A policy decision to rebuild 
the industry would open its 
enormous economic potential, 
employ thousands of people 
and create the beginnings of a 
tiger economy for the country" 
De Venecia said. 

Не added that countries like 
the United States, Canada, Aus- 
tralia and China could become 
"major players in the revived 
Philippine mining industry" 

Аз part of this mining initia- 
tive, De Venecia said intemation- 
al and local investors could be 
mobilized го develop the “enor- 
mous underground wealth” at 
Mt. Diwalwal in Davao. 

"International mining com- 
panies can develop the area 
and employ thousands of min- 
ers currently operating there, 
who might be given the addi 
tional incentive of partnership 


industry; 


Our salvation lies 
‘neath our feet-JDV 


profitsharing 
ments," he said. 

The revival of the mining in- 
dustry top billed the 12 point pro- 
‘gram submitted by De Venecia to 
President Macapagal-Arroyo in а 
lener dated Sept. 23, 2004. 

“Tt seeks to build an economic 
superstructure to sustain the con- 
tinuing gains from Your Excelen- 
fs 10-ро program,” De Vene- 


ны : г 
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“The country’s mineral wealth De Venecia plan are: 


е Development of more ой | 
and gas wells like the Malam- 
paya oil and gas field in off- 
shore Palawan; 

eThe launch of massive 
reclamation projects for auction; | 

‘© Reforestation to generate 
revenues from wood exports; 

ө Promotion of the tourism 


ө The creation of a housing 
and infrastructure program; 

© Development 
largement of the information 
technology sector; 

* Reform in property rights 


with 10,000 hectares in Clark 
and Subic, and 

© Development ofa new gen- 
eration of farmers and fisher- 
men with a large-scale program 
for non-traditional, high-value 
crops in farms and fisheries. 

їп a statement, former peas- 
ant leader and now Rep. Rafael 
Mariano (party 
is) warned that the De Venecia. | 
program is "one big sell-out of 
the country’s patrimony 

Mariano said that multination- 
al corporations would become the 
‘main benefactors of the program. 


Chinese 
detained 
for estafa 


arrange- | Ву Jerome Aning 

THE BUREAU of Im- 
migration yesterday 
detained а Chinese 
national who was in- 
tercepted a week ago 
at the Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport 
while trying to flee 
the country to evade 


Immigration Com 
missioner Alipio 
nandez jr said Li Dong 
Yang and four com- 
panions were placed 
оп the bureau's watch 
list аг the request of 
the National Bureau of 
Invesigation. 

Yang was arrested 
at the NAIA by NBI 
agents on Sept. 21 as 
he was about to board 
а Cathay Pacific flight 
то Hong Kong. The 
NBI tumed over Li to 
the immigration of- 


and en- 
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still at karge, are all offi- 3 E gj e 
| cers of the Passengers |, 
& Cargo Sales Co. Lid 
based in Fujian, China. 
“The case against the 
suspects stemmed 
from a complaint filed 
with the NBI by the 
Triple Eight Intema- 
tional Travel and Tours 
Inc, which accused 
the five of reneging on 
their agreement Юг 
the sale of chartered 
plane tickets to pas- 
sengers traveling from. 
China to the Philip- 
pines and viceversa. 


FREE 2 Anti-Wrinkle Therapies plus 
1 Rejuvenating Facial upon enroiment on 
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envisioned—theimmediatelypreced- Ы 
ing fiscal year and the ensuing fiscal 
year" Lagman said, 

The national budget for 2003 was 
reenacted in 2004 when Congress 
failed to pass the general appropria- 
tions bill for the latter year on time. 


а process that is more tedious 
than the current practice of making 
lump-sum appropriations. 

Line item budgeting entails going 
over each appropriated expenditure 
"line by line,” as opposed to the lump- 
sum system where an amount is ap- 
propriated fora project without going 
nto the details of the expenditure. 

Previously, the House wrapped up 
its budget deliberations before the 
end of the year and sent its appropria- 
tions ЫП to the Senate, which has its 
‘own version of the ЫП, for approval. 

Representatives of the two cham- 
bers then went into a bicameral con- 
ference to reconcile the differences in 
their respective budget proposals. 

Andaya said the common notion is 
that the country must have a new budget 
signed by the President before Dec. 31. 

But he noted that, "In the last 15 
years, only six general appropriations 
‘acts were signed into law before the 
bells tolled in the new yea.” 


Ву Carlito Pablo 


КАМ THE reenacted 2004 national 
iget be reenacted a second time 
for 2005? 
^ Rep. Edcel Lagman (Aksyon, Al- 
ау) yesterday warned that such a 
“move would be open to constitutional “The constitutional directive im- 
'thallenge amid indications the 2004  plicily prohibits double or multiple 
Ebudgetmaybereenacted nextyear. теепастепіз of the general appro- 
Er Lagman, a member of the House . priations law,” Lagman said. 
Süpprepriations committee, said that ^ Over the weekend, however, the 
уйе the 1987 Constitution did not chair of the House committee on ap- 
ортеу prohibit a second reenact- propriations ruled out a reenacted 
fient, the charters language and in- budget for 2005. 
Bent “can sustain [the] position that “Те House is on track to pass the 
Ў ћете сал only be опе reenactment.” proposed P906.7-billion 2005 nation- 
ДЫ А former undersecretary at the De- al budget before Dec. 31," said com- 
Spartment of Budget and Management, mittee chair Rep. Rolando Andaya Jr. 
‘@Lagman said this was because what (LB Camarines Sur). 
е Constitution referred to for reen- There is speculation Congress will 
Бетеп: was the “general appropria- not be able to complete its delibera- 
Шоп» law for the preceding fiscal year tions on the 2005 budget after the 
i relation to theensuing fiscalyear” lawmakers decided to implement line 
“Consequently, only two years are item budgeting in the appropriations 


By Volt Contreras i 


WHEN the Commission on 
Elections finally accredited the 
Alliance for the Common 
Good or "Ang Kapatiran" as а 
political party, it only had two 
days to campaign before the 
May 10 elections. 

ts founder, gun control 
lobbyist Reynaldo “Nandy” 
Pacheco, should have 
protested. After all, Kapati- 
Тап had filed its application РАСНЕСО 
‘months imadvance, but Comelec recognized 
the group аз а full-fledged political party on 
May 8, 2004. 

Pacheco, founder of the Gunless Society 
Movement and a staunch campaigner for the 
abolition of the pork barrel, believed that Ka- 
patiran's failure to participate in the last elec- 
tion was part of some Divine plan. 


х Conditions: . | б 

H 1. Application 6. Rebooking/Rerouting 

i Valid for one-way or round-trip travel ór economy cass 61 Rebooking penalty of Php200 per transaction plus no-show 
2. Reservations, Payment and Ticketing penalty if applicable. 


2.1. Closed booking is required, go-show not allowed. 
22 No waitist, 

3. Advertising and Sales. 
3.1 Restricted to the Philippines. | 
32 Seling period: September 17 to October 15, 2004. 

4, Travel Validity | 


62 Rerculing is not alowed, 


Nota: Fares aro exclusive of insurance surcharge, Aviation Security Fee and 
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Reenacted budget looms anew Kapatiran: Party of good 
> guys banks on Divine plan 


“Ithink God had a purpose,” 
he said in a speech delivered at 
Club Filipino last week. “God 
did not want Kapatiran to take 
part in the last dirty elections. 
“I think God wanted Kapat 
тап to complete the so-called 
building of a Noah's Ark, 
which people of good will can 
use for the social and political 
transformation of the country" 
hesaid. 
Pacheco is now “scouting for 
servant leaders” who wish to 
join his political party in time for the next 
elections. 

“We want to find out how many we are,” he 
seid. “Ifyou have been complaining about the 
current situation, then you should do some- 
thing about it.” 

Since he launched Kapatiran in August 
2002, Pacheco had styled the group as an al- 
ternative political vehicle for "ordinary cit 
zens, who could no longer sit idly by while 
they see the betrayal of public trust by elected 
and appointed public officials.” 

Kapatiran, he said, was meant to be "the 
antidote to the politics of pork barrel and the 
politics of celebrity or personality, the politics 
of deception, hypocrisy, dishonesty, patron- 
age, pay-off and immoral compromises, the 
politics of guns, goons and gold." 

The group disapproves of, among other 
things, putting up billboards that advertise 
the accomplishments of elected officials, as 
well as the practice of some public officials 
who pursue careers in the media or entertain- 
ment. 


Gochoco; 75 


TERESITA A. Gochoco died on Sept. 25, at the. 
age of 75. She is survived by her husband, 
Joaquin; children and in-laws, Avie and Resty 
Perez; Jimmy and Vivian; Tessa ond Chris 
Murphy, and Delza; grandchildren, Маску, 
Girlie, Megan, Samantha, Raffy, Erica, 
Christopher and Jacqueline. Her ashes were 
brought home after a one-day wake at the 
Philam chapel in Quezon City on Sunday. 


THe Dau 
GospeL 


Tuesday, September 28, 2004 
26th Week jn Ordinary Time. 
istReading: Job 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23 
Gospel: 1k9:51-56 

As the time drew near when Jesus would be 
taken upto heaven, he made up his mind to go 
to Jerusalem. He had sent ahead of him some 
messengers who entered a Samaritan village 
то prepare a lodging for him. But the people 
‘would not receive him because he was on his 
way to Jerusalem, Seeing this, James and 
John, his disciples said, "Lord, do you want us 
to call down fire from heaven to reduce them. 
to ashes?” Jesus tumed and rebuked them, 
and they went on to another village. 
Commentary 

There was once а great saint who wandered 
around the country, always giving thanks to 
God, "Thank you, Lord, you always give us ev 
erytking we eed!” Some people were attracted 
tw his lifestyle and took to wandering with him. 
They would beg their food and shelter wherever 
they went. One day they were given nothing to 
feat, and they were turned from every door 
‘when they asked for lodging. But the saint con- 
tinued, "Thank you, Lord, you always give us 
everything we need!" Next day they fared no 
better; and again the next day: nothing, Still 
the old man continued, "Thank you, Lord, 
thank you..." This was too much for one of the 
disciples, and he said, “Haven't you noticed 
that for the past three days the Lord has given 
ш nothing?” "Well then,” said the old man, “it 
must be that we needed three days of hunger. 
and poverty. Thank you, Lord, you always give. 
us everything we need.” 
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SUPREME COURT 
DOCTRINES ` 


LABOR LAW (TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
ОР EMPLOYMENT)—Purposes of Articles 
280 and 281 of the Labor Code—Article 
280 of the Labor Code of the Philippines was 
emplaced in our statute books to prevent 
the circumvention by unscrupulous employ- 
ers of the employee's right to be secure in his 
| | tenure by indiscriminately and completely 

ruling out all written and oral agreements 
inconsistent with the concept of regular em- 
ployment defined therein. The language of 
the law manifests the intent to protect the. 
tenurial interest of the worker who may be 
denied the rights and benefits due a regular. 
employee because of lopsided agreements 
with the economically powerful employer 
who can maneuver to keep an employee on 
а casual or temporary status for as long as it 
is convenient to it. In tandem with Article 
281 of the Labot Code, Апісіе 280 was de- 
signed to put an end to the pernicious prac- 
tice of making permanent casuals of our 
lowly employees by the simple expedient of 
extending to them temporary or probation- 
ary appointments, ad infinitum. [Citations 
отпей.) Justice Callejo, Sr, Second Divi- 
sion, Philips Semiconductors (Phils) Inc. vs 
Fadriquela, G- R. No. 141717] Bv R. B. Vena 
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Reenacted budget looms anew 


E 


Ву Carlito Pablo 
Es 


{КА THE reenacted 2004 national 
budget be reenacted a second time 
for 20057 

Es Rep. Edcel Lagman (Aksyon, Al- 
Ebay) yesterday warned that such a 
позе would be open to constitutional 
Ëehallenge amid indications the 2004 
‘budget may be reenacted next year. 
Es Lagman, a member of the House 
appropriations comr 
Зе the 1987 Constitution did not 
pressly probi 
Silent, the chart 
tent "can susta 
here can only be one reenactment.” 
E A former undersecretary at the De- 
artment of Budget and Management, 


ittee, said that 


а second reenact- 
"s language and in- 
the] position that 


атап said this was because what 
the Constitution referred to for reen- 
Büctment was the "general appropria- 
ns law for the preceding fiscal year 
relation to the ensuing fiscal year” 
< “Consequently, only two years are 


ee Oe Ee 


envisioned—the immediately preced- 
ing fiscal year and the ensuing fiscal 
year" Lagman said. 

The national budget for 2003 was 
reenacted in 2004 when Congress 
failed to pass the general appropria- 
tions bill for the latter year on time. 

“The constitutional directive im- 
plicily prohibits double or multiple 
Teenactments of the general appro- 
priations law; Lagman said. 

Over the weekend, however, the 
chair of the House committee on ap- 
propriations ruled out a reenacted 
budget for 2005. 

"The House is on track to pass the 
proposed P906.7-billion 2005 nation- 
al budget before Dec. 31," said com- 
mittee chair Rep. Rolando Andaya Jr. 
(LB Camarines Sur). 

‘There is speculation Congress will 
not be able to complete їз delibera- 
tions on the 2005 budget after the 
lawmakers decided to implement ine 
tem budgeting in the appropriations 
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bill, a process that is more tedious 
than the current practice of making 
Tump-sum appropriations. 

Line item budgeting entails going 
over each appropri ture 
“line by line,” as opposed to the lump- 
sum system where an amount is ap- 
propriated for a project without going 
into the details of the expenditure. 

Previously, the House wrapped up 
its budget deliberations before the 
end of the year and sent its appropria- 
tions bill to the Senate, which has its 
own version ofthe bill, for approval 

Representatives of the two cham- 
bers then went into a bicameral con- 
ference to reconcile the differences in 
their respective budget proposals. 

Andaya said the common notion is 
thatthe country must havea new budget 
signed by the President before Dec. 31. 

But he noted that, "In the last 15 
years, only six general appropriations 
acts were signed into law before the 
bells tolled in the new year” 


Cond 
1. Application 


ns: 


Valid for one-way or round-trip travel or 
2. Reservations, Payment and Ticketing 


2.1. Closed booking 
22 No waitist. 
3. Advertising and Sales. 


3.1 Restricted to the Philippines. 


32 Seling period 
4. Travel Validity 


Over 50% 


rri 


is required, go- 


September 17 to October 15, 2004. 


41 Travel may start September 20, 2004, 
42 Travel must be completed by October 22, 2004. 


5. Rolssuance/Refunds 


Non-refundabie but ticket may be relss 


except KPR and KBP fares within the validity of the promo. 
Fare difference wil be collected and subject to reissuance fee 


of Php200. 


Hurry! Limited seats only! 


jed to a higher fare type. 


Dri T 
fares 


6. RebookingRerouting 


Kapatiran: Party of good 
guys banks on Divine plan 


By Volt Contreras 


WHEN the Commission on 
Elections finally accredited the. 
Alliance for the Common 
Good or "Ang Kapatiran" as а 
political рагу; it only had two 
days to campaign before the 
May 10 elections. 

їз founder, gun control 
lobbyist Reynaldo “Nandy” 
Pacheco, should һауе 
protested. After all, Kapati- 
Тап had filed its application PACHECO 
months irradvance, but Comelec recognized 
the group as full-fledged political party on 
May 8, 2004. 

Pacheco, founder of the Gunless Society 
Movement and a staunch campaigner for the 
abolition ofthe pork barrel, believed that Ka- 
patiran’s failure to participate in the last elec- 
Чоп was part of some Divine plan. 


ff on most 


61 Rebooking penalty of Php200 per transaction plus no-show 


penalty И applicable. 
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“Ithink God had a purpose,” 
he said in a speech delivered at 
Club Filipino last week, “God 
did not want Kapatiran to take 
partin the last dirty elections, 
“I think God wanted Kap: 
тап to complete the so-called 
building of a Noah's Ark, 
which people of good will can 
use for the social and political 
transformation of the country,” 
he said. 
Pacheco is now “scouting for 
servancleaders" who wish to 
join his political party in time for the next 
elections. 

"We want to find out how many we are,” he 
said. “Ifyou have been complaining about the 
current situation, then you should do some- 
thing aboutit.” 

Since he launched Kapatiran їп August 
2002, Pacheco had styled the group as an al- 
ternative political vehicle for “ordinary citi- 
zens, who could no longer sit idly by while 
they see the betrayal of public trust by elected 
and appointed public officials." 

Kapatiran, he said, was meant to be "the 
antidote to the politics of pork barrel and the. 
politics of celebrity or personality, the politics 
of deception, hypocrisy, dishonesty, patron- 
age, pay-off and immoral compromises, the 
politics of guns, goons and gold." 

The group disapproves of, among other 
things, putting up billboards that advertise 
the accomplishments of elected officials, as 
well as the practice of some public officials 
who pursue careers in the media or entertain- 
теш. 


босһосо; 75 


TERESITA A. Gochoco died on Sept. 25, at the 
age of 75. She is survived by her husband, 
; children and in-laws, Avie and Resty 
; Jimmy and Vivian; Tessa and Chris 
Murphy, and Delza; grandchildren, Wacky, 
Girlie, Megan, Samantha, Raffy, Erica, 
Christopher and Jacqueline. Her ashes were 
brought home after a one-day wake at the 
Philam chapel in Quezon City on Sunday. 


‘Tuesday, September 28, 2004 
26th Week in Ordinary Time. 


istReading: 203:1-3,11-17,20-23 
Gospel 1095156 
‘AS the time drew near when Jesus would be 
taken upto heaven, he made up his mind to go 
to Jerusalem, He had sent ahead of him some 
messengers who entered a Samaritan village 
to prepare a lodging for him. But the people 
‘would not receive him because he was on his 
way to Jerusalem. Seeing this, James and 
John, his disciples said, “Lord, do you want us 
то call down fire from heaven to reduce them 
to ashes?” Jesus tumed and rebuked them, 
and they went on to another village. 
Commentary 
There was once а great saint who wandered 

around the country, always giving thanks to 
God, "Thank you, Lord, you always give us ev- 
erything we need Some people were attracted 
to his lifestyle and took to wandering with him. 
They would beg their food and shelter wherever 
they went. One day they were given nothing to 
eat, and they were turned from every door 
when they asked for lodging. But the saint con- 
tinued, “Thank you, Lord, you always give us 
everything we need?” Next day they fared no 
better; and again the next day: nothing. Still 
the old mam continued, "Thank you, Lord, 
thank you...” This was too much for one of the 
disciples, and he said, “Haven't you noticed 
that for the past three days the Lord has given 
ш nothing?" “Well then," said the old man, "t 
must be that we needed three days of hunger. 
and poverty. Thank you, Lord, you always give 
useverything we need." 
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Avenido, head of the 
Philippine Drug En- 
forcement Agency. 
Police seized 675 
овгат of metham- 
phetamine worth PL3 
billion. 
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Bukluran 


Pilipino, and Kintanar, lying low, 


worked аз 


at the Bureau of Immigration. 
‘Two weeks ago, a senior police 


official told 


7 PNP had already identified the as- 


ARTURO Tabara's nephew Cecil and his wife Ces view the body of the 
slain rebel leader in a funeralparlorin Quezon City. cworncuan 


‘A partner not only in love | 
but also in fight for justice’ 


By Edson Castro Tandoc Jr. 


killing and those of other ex.CPP 
leaders, Filemon “Popoy” Lag- 
man (killed in 2001) and Romulo 
Negros and 


tionary movement. 


"They dropped me off at the en- 
trance [to the SM Fairview mall] 
and they looked for a parking space. 
Suddenly, there was a commotion. 
felt something was wrong. I called 
their cell phones but they were not 
answering,” Veronica said. 

The family knew that some 
people were after Arturo. 

‘Veronica said they heard that 
her husband had been included 
їп the Communist Party of the 
Philippines-New Peoples Army 
order of battle. 

“That meant they would punish 
him with death,” Veronica said. 

She described her husband as 
her "partner not only in love but 
also in the fight for social justice." 

А few years ago, the couple de- 
cided to continue the struggle 
through peaceful means. Arturo's 
‘group had since become involved 
in peace talks with the govem- 
ment. 

The assassination left a 6-day- 
old baby to grow up without a fa- 
ther. Rosa Aurora had just given 
birth last week. 

"f they still have a heart, they 
should think whether or not vio- 
Тепсе can help in the search Юг 
social justice, Veronica said. 

Апшоз and Ong's remains are 
at the Funeraria Paz on Araneta 
‘Avenue, Quezon City. 


SHE EMBRACED her youngest 
daughter and told her to be 
strong. 

Veronica Tabara, 50, and daugh- 
ter Rosa Aurora had just emerged 
from the morgue where the body 
of assassinated former rebel leader 
Arturo Tabara had lain. The daugh- 
ter had wept in her mothers arms. 

Veronica may have lost her 
husband but she is not giving up. 
thefight. 

“(His death) should never dis- 
courage the fight for social justice 
but serve as an inspiration in 
these times of crisis,” she told re- 
porters yesterday evening. 

Her husband Arturo, 53, and 
Stephen Ong, 19, the boyfriend of 
Rosa Aurora, were assassinated in 
Quezon City the other night. 

Arturo was the chair of the 
communist breakaway group Re- 
bolusonanng Рапійо ng 
Manggagawa-Pilipinas, 

Ong was a business manage- 
ment student at Silliman Universi 
ту. He would have graduated next 
yea, his father told the [quen 

Veronica was with Arturo and 
Stephen minutes before the crime. 
They were about to buy a plane 
ticket for Stephen, who was sched- 
uled to return to Dumaguete City: 


ture of the NPA,” Razon said. 
"Thats why мете looking for 
commonalities among the three 
cases. 
"But we're not discounting oth- 
er angles, such as the possibility 
that the killing was the result ofa 
personal grudge," he added. 
PNP Director General Edgar 
Aglipay formed a task force to in- 
vestigate Tabara's killing and to al- 
so solve the Lagman and Kintanar 
assassinations. He said investiga- 


pushed to s 


dangerous, 
Не said 


“Tabara, 53, was shot twice—in 
the nape and chest. Ong, 19, took 
three shots in the body. 


Victims not armed 

"The kiler or killers shot them at 
close range as the two victims alight- 
ed from their Toyota Revo AU 

Tabara and Ong were not 
armed, Razon said. 

Recovered from the scene were 
five spent shells of a .45-cal. pis- 
tol, the same gun type used in the 
killing of Lagman and Kintanar. 

PNP intelligence chief Director 
Robert Delfin said Tabara had 
‘been on ће NPA hit lis since ће 
broke away from the communist 
mainstream. 

“He was warned two to three 


pines. 

“while 
leadership, 
MIG 


claims that 


politician. 
Arebel’s: 


‘This was the same angle that po- 
lice had looked into in the Lagman 
and Kintanar killings. 

Both men had also severed ties 
with the CPP Lagman put up the 


job, the NPA unit might have been. 
sensed that he was “armed and 


СРВ Tabara had been involved in. 
the counterinsurgency program 
of the Armed Forces of the Philip- 


(Military 
Group) spy. He even took away 
important documents of фе par- 
ty The party proved these allega- 
tons to e true," he said. 

Nilo de la Cruz, another top 
RPM-P leader, scoffed at Rosals 


ment agent or that his group had 
served as the private army of a 


"The formation of the RPM-P 
їп 1998 and its Second Congress 
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Panay and the revolu- 


Feb. 6, 2001. 
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ki SLAIN BREAKAWAY REBELS 


FOLLOWING és a list of break- 
'away communist leaders be- 
[ deved to have been killed by 
Уез People's Army assassins: 


|" Leopoldo "Ka Hector” Mahila- 
‘en, 34: Former spokesperson 
ofthe Quezon-based NPA Bana- 
|: ham Command. Shot dead in tront 
[ofthe parish church of Sto. 
Tomas, Batangas on Apri 3, 1994. 
‘The NPA aimed tn Kiling. 
Eduardo “Ka Aris” Borromeo: 
‘Ade ot Mabilangan in the NPA 
Banahaw Command. Abducted т 
Mauban, Quezon, in October 
1997. His body was found on Oot. 
17, 1887 in Pagsanjan, Laguna, 
Wih multiple bullet wounds. 
Conrado “Ка Ambo" 
Former priest who founded he 
Cordilera Peoples Liberation 
Army, which spit from the Com- 
munit Party of he Philippines in 
1987. Shot dead in Malibcong, 
Abra, on Dec. 31, 1999. The NPA 


Filemon “Ka Popoy” Lagman: 
Former head of the CPP's Mani- 
fa-Rizal Regional Committee who 
Joined the "rejectionist" break- 
‘away from the CPP In 1992 and. 
led the above-ground Bukluran 
ng Manggagawang Pilipino and 
the Sanlakas. Shot dead on the 
University of the Philippines cam- 
‘pus in Diliman, Quezon City, on 


Romulo "Ka Rolly” Kintanar: 
Former NPA chief. Killed in a 
restaurant at the Quezon Memori- 
al Circle in Quezon City on Jan. 
23, 2003. The CPP claimed the 


Raymundo "Teteng" Tojono: 
Municipal leader ot the Federation `1 
f Small Farmers of San Narciso, 
апа! ае of the Peasant Move- 
ment of Bondoc Peninsula and 
part of the National Coordination 
‘of Autonomous Local Rural Péo- 
ples Organizations, which is sup- 
Ported by the party ist Akbayan. 
Shot dead on Feb. 4, 2003. The 
NPA claimed the kiling. 

Florente "Boy" Ocmen, | 
Akbayan chair of Jabonga, Agu- 
‘san del Norte, "kahanay" of the 
Pandayan Para Sa Sosyalistang 
Pilipinas, and barangay chalr of 
Sitio Banga, Jabonga. Killed in 
Jabonga on May 27, 2003. Wit- 
messes said local NPA members. 
were responsible for his death, 
butthis was @enied by the. 
CPP-NPA. 

Donle Valencia, 22: Alleged 
organizer of the Marxist-Leninist 
Party of the Philippines and its 
armed wing, the Rebolusyonary- 
‘ong Hukbong Bayan. Abducted in 
Sitio Calaylayan, Barangay 
Kabukiran, Abucay, Bataan, on | 
June 11, 2003. Killed on June 17, 
2003. 

Daniel "Ka Mokong” Batoy: 
Western Visayas leader of the 
Revolutionary Proletarian 
Army-Alex Boncayao Brigade 
(RPA-ABB) and among the lead- 
ers of the “reectionist”bioc in 
Panay. He and his daughter Perla 
ane were killed in Makato, Aklan, 
оп Aug. 22, 2004. The NPA 
claimed the kiling. 


weg: 


shoot Tabara after they 


7 Rosal said. 


‘that since bolting the Dela Cruz said. 


still within the CPP 
‘Tabara was а regular 
Intelligence 


the people's interest.” 


Tabara was a govem- 


com of revolutionary ebb.” 


Enrile favors amnesty for mutineers 


From page Al the leaders of the Magdalo group. 
"On the part of the Armed Forces of 

the Philippines, we will stick to the 

principle that if there will be forgive- 

лен, И will be with ai” Lucero 
id. 


Minority support 

‘Ina statement, Lim said he had the 
‘support of the nine-member minority 
bloc, which had agreed to co-sponsor 
his resolution calling on the govern- 
ment to "exercise leniency and ab- 
solve (the) offenders" if it was serious 
about its call for national reconcilia- 
tion. 

"(The) government must demon- 
strate magnanimity in the face of 
the current political strife that di- 
vides this nation and as a manifesta- 
tion of its desire for genuine nation- 
al reconciliation so that its energies 
could be devoted on more impor- 
tant aspects of national progress 
and development," Lim said in his 
resolution. 

Making the case for the rebels, Lim. 
said the soldiers and officers had іп- 
tended to blow up certain areas 
around the Oakwood Premier Hotel 


їп Makati City but they did not push 
through with their plan. Instead, they 
surrendered to the authorities. 

"Not a single Ме was lost or a sin- 
gle drop of blood shed, even as there. 
was no property destroyed or a single 
shot fired," he said. 


Reforms 

Lim said there would be no basis 
for future coups if the government 
undertook the necessary reforms. 

“But if the government continues 
its corrupt ways, the possibility fof 
another coup] arises,” he said. 

He added: “We're not saying that 
мете advocating that they (the sol- 
diers) should take the law into their 
own hands. It should just be a wake- 
тар call, which was what they (the 
Magdalo group) did. 

“IF you will compare that with 
the MNLF (Moro National Libera- 
tion Front), how many barrios have 
they set on fire? Like the RAM 
coups, how many died there? Fifty- 
three,” he said. "Why were the 
previous] coup plotters granted 
amnesty? We must apply one stan- 
dard here.” 


А year later Marcos’ suctessor, 
Corazon Aquino, fired Enrile as her 
defense chief on suspicion that he 
was involved in the "God Save the 
Queen" plot against her. 

Enrile was later detained on 
charges of rebellion complexed with 
murder but the Supreme Court dis- 
missed the case on grounds that there 
маз по such crime in the statute 
books. 

A resolution asking President 
Macapagal-Arroyo to extend amnesty 
to the leaders and soldiers of the 
Magdalo group involved in the July 
2003 Oakwood mutiny is pending be- 
fore the Senate. 

Sen. Alfredo Lim said he filed it on 
Aug. 11, or more than a month before 
the six mutiny leaders publicly apolo- 
sized to Ms Arroyo for their actions. 

‘The Armed Forces of the Phi 
pines hinted yesterday that it was not 
completely sold on the idea of 
amnesty for the mutineers. 

‘AFP spokesperson Lt. Col. Daniel 
Lucero said the military would prefer 
to let the law take its course against 


Fourteen-hour water interruption in portions 
of San Juan, Mandaluyong and Quezon City. ` 
due to water improvement project 


As part of the upgrade of water mainlines, Manila Water will replace a 400-mm in diameter mainline in 
Horseshoe Village which will cause low water pressure to no water service to some portions of San Juan, Quezon 
City and Mandaluyong. We regret the inconvenience this will bring our customers. The pipe replacement will be 
undertaken from 9:00 p.m., Wednesday, September 29, 2004, up to 11:00 a.m., Thursday, September 30. 
Affected Areas are: 
San Juan: Brgy. Isabelita, St. Joseph, Onse, 
Little Baguio and Pasadena. 
Mandaluyong: Brgy. Hagdang Bato Libis, Addition Низ, Hagdang Bato Itaas and Welfare Ville. 
Quezon City: Brgy. New Manila, Valencia, and part of Horseshoe. 
Residents are advised to store enough water prior to the schedule of the water 


interruption. р 
Manila Water 
ASN 


PDI- September 28, 2004. 


ла. Lucia, Maytunas, Addition Hils, Corazon de Jesus, 


For the latest update, please call our 


tomer nter Hotlii 627. AL 


Prof. Carolina Hernandez, a member of 
the Feliciano Commission which looked in- 
to the military takeover of Oakwood, has 
said an amnesty for the mutineers would 
only embolden adventurists. 

‘Senate Majority Leader Francis Pangilinan 
also took а hardline position against an 
amnesty grant, saying the rule of aw must be 


"upheld. х 

“We have to ensure proportional punish- 
ment in order to discourage similar attempts 
of destabilization in the future,” Pangilinan 
said in a statement. “We have to send a clear 
signal that the Armed Forces-of the Philip- 
pines is first and foremost а citizen's armed 
forces and that civilian authority over the mil- 
itary must be observed atl times." 


etin 
Oakwood incident wósid net be able to get 
justice for the harm they bad suffered if the 
‘mutineers were let off the hook 

"Those who were affected by their acts dur- 
ing the Oakwood mutiny will not be given jus- 
tice. (These include) the business sector and 
also the whole nation,” be said. 

We have seen the negative effects of their 
actions, particularly on the nation's image in the 
international community and you know how 
our economy was affected during that time.” 

But Lucero said he also recognized that 
amnesty would “accelerate the reconciliation 
process of the government.” 

Ironically, Lucero himself was part of the 
RAM group which launched a series of coup 
attempts in the '80s. He was with the group 
that took over the V V Soliven building along 
Edsa during the 1989 coup. He benefited 
from an amnesty later granted to the RAM 
soldiers. 


Palace assurance 

Malacafiang gave assurances that 
the military officers involved їп the Oakwood 
rebellion would not receive special treatment 
despite their apology. But it did not rule out a 
‘grant of pardon or amnesty in the future. 

“Its very clear that justice will continue to 
take its course alongside the Presidents ac- 
ceptance of the apology of the young offi- 
cers,” Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said in a 
statement. 

"We have to bear i that the Magdalo 
leaders themselves have not asked for special 
treatment in return for their action, so we 
must leave the matter to stand,” Bunye said. 


* BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


held this year all attest to his con- 
viction of pursuing a revolution," 


De la Cruz added: “It is com- 
mon knowledge in the left-pro- 
gressive community that we are, 
in fact, one (ofthe poorest), пос 
the poorest. Our practice will 
show that we will never betray 
‘our sworn principle and commit- 
ment of serving and protecting 


He said the decision of Tabara's 
group to talk peace with the gov- 
emment was “compelled by 
(RPM-Ps) honest reading that 
the present situation dictates a 
period of struggle for reforms зо 
that the people can still gain vic- 
tories, nay minimal, in this period 


‘Tabara had known that he was 
target for assassination. 
“We are not afraid to die,” 


‘Tabara had told the Ingummen in a 
telephone interview on Sept. 4, 
the eve of the burial of Daniel Ba- 
toy, Western Visayas commander 
of the Revolutionary Proletarian 
Army-ABB, who was killed in an 
NPA ambush in Aklan. 

Tabara said the risks were part 
of "the road to peace,” which, he 
said, could be elusive. 

The RPM-P and its armed 
wing, the RPA-ABB, condemned 
the killings and pointed to the 
CPP-NPA as the one responsible. 

RPA-ABB national commander 
Stephen Paduano, alias Carapali 
Lualhati, said his group would 
maintain its policy of “active de- 
fense.” With reports from Mar- 
lon Ramos and Delfin Т. Mallari 
Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau; 
Tina б. Santos in Manila; and 
Nestor P Burgos Jr, and Carla R 
Gomes, PDI Visayas Bureau 


"The important thing is that the cause of 
reconciliation with justice has been served," 
hesaid. 

He said the issue of amnesty would be tack- 
led after the cases had been decided. 

"Were aware of the fact that a number of 
suggestions towards this end have been pro- 
posed, but we will tackle that question at the. 
proper time," he sald, n 

Talking on Radyo ng Bayan, Bunye said: 
“As to the fate of the soldier and officers, itis ^ 
very clear that the proceedings against them 
should continue. They face cases in the civil 
ian and military courts. It is important that a 
decision be handed out first before talking 
about the kind of leniency that would be ac- 
corded the Magdalo officers." 


Pardon or amnesty? 

Bunye said talk about pardon or amnesty’ 
was premature, z 

“The young Magdalo ‘officers’ have not 
asked for any concessions at this point, they : 
just expressed the fact that they were sorry for 
‘what happened. The President accepted the 
apology and ordered that the case against 
them be expedited. We are at that stage right 
now. All other questions will have to take a 
back seat in the meantime while the proceed- 
ings are going on," he said. 

‘Asked ifthe Magdalo officers would be par- 
doned if and when they are convicted, Bunye 
said: “What is being discussed now is how to ex- 
реке their trial because it had been going оп 
for а year and not moving. They (both sides) 
have been stuck at the preliminary stage. 

"So with the instructions of the President, 1 
think the hearings on the Magdalo case would. 
be expedited,” the secretary added. 


Notice of withdrawal 

Lawyer Homobono Адага yesterday filed a 
notice of withdrawal as counsel for the rebel 
soldiers in the Makati Regional Trial Court. 

"Some people think that the soldiers sold 
cout because they felt betrayed,” Adaza said in. 
а phone interview. “I have to protect myself 
because people have been asking me И1 am a 
kasabwat (accomplice).” 

He said his clients should have consulted 
their lawyers first before making the "shock- 
ing, earth-shaking and disappointing apology 
through which the nation through the magic 
of television became an unbelieving witness. 

“tt is obvious that 1 am useless at this stage 
intimetomy clients," Абага said. Withre- 
ports from Alcuin Papa, Juliet Labog-Javel- 
lana and Margaux C. Ortiz 


The new, 


AYALA MUSE 


A museum plays a vital role in defining national identity. 
It was for this purpose that the Ayala Museum was first 
established in 1967 


The new Ayala Museum will again give Filipinos the 
opportunity to better appreciate, understand, and take pride 
in their history and heritage. Its dedication today as the 
highlight of the 170th anniversary of Ayala Corporation в 
represents a renewed commitment to support and nurture o 


Filipino creativity and artistry. E 


The Ayala Museum chronicles our nation's journey. It holds 
treasures that mirror a rich past and a continuously evolving 
present—artworks that are lasting legacies for future 
generations. As Filipinos, we owe it to ourselves to recognize 
the value of our history, culture, and arts, which define who 


we are and who we will become." 


The Ayala Museum. A gift from Ayala Corporation. 
At 170, celebrating the Filipino. 


idus Roque Dus fud depu de aal Ga cecus Jus Ж Ayala 
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Thai bird flu case fans human link fear 


BANGKOK Thailand, rattled by fears а girl passed bird flu to 
her mother, said on Monday it has no evidence of human-to- 
human transmission of the deadly HSN1 virus in the country. 


1 The World Health Organization 
said there was only a "very remote 
possibility” that the greatest fear 
of experts—the virus mutating, 
acquiring the capability to spread 
between people and setting off a 


pandemic—would be realized. 

Nevertheless, officials of the 
WHO, the health ministry and 
the US Centers for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention met for 
three hours to discuss the case 
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and were briefed by Thal health 
officials just back from the area 
where the girl died. 

Dr Kumara Rai, the acting 
head of the WHO in Thailand, de- 
clined to give details of the meet- 
ing, saying he did not want to 
"create unnecessary panic. 

Such details were expected to 
‘emerge on Tuesday, once senior 


Brother of UK hostage 
in Iraq slams Blair anew 


LONDON—The brother of Ken- 
neth Bigley, a British engineer 
held hostage in Iraq for 12 days, 
slammed Prime Minister Tony 
Blair Monday asa weak politician 
who did not have sufficient eredi- 
bility to negotiate properly. 

"Mz. Blair isa gentleman, he's a 
statesman if you like, but I'm 
afraid to say, his sell-by date has 
really gone,” Paul Bigley said of 
the premier, 

"Не has not got the credibility 
to negotiate the purchase of a bi- 
cycle,” he told BBC radio from the 
Netherlands, where he lives and 
works, 

Bigley's relatives have repeat- 
edly lambasted Blair and his gov- 
emment for not doing enough to 
try and free the Briton, captured 
inBaghdad along with two Amer- 
ican co-workers, both of whom 
have already been executed. 

On Sunday, Paul Bigley said he 
had received information that his 
brother was still aliv 

He told BBC radio on Monday 
that he was not proposing a deal 
with the Tawhid wal Jihad (U: 
and Holy War) group holding his 
brother, who have demanded the 
release of female prisoners held 
by US forces in Iraq, simply better. 
communication. 

"Of course, you should never 
negotiate with the terrorists,” 
Paul Bigley said. 

“Tve never, ever, ever, ever, in 
all my communications suggest- 


Swiss reject 


 GENEVA— Swiss voters on Sunday 
rejected controversial reforms that 
would have made it easier for chil- 
dren and grandchildren of immi- 
grants to gain citizenship in the 
country final results showed. 

"The poll followed a campaign 
marked by virulent antiforeigner 
advertising by right-wing oppo- 
ments that triggered condemna- 
tion from the rest of the country's 
main political parties. 

Fifty-two percent of Swiss vot- 
er rejected draft legislation, 
which had been passed by the 
Swiss parliament, granting auto- 
matic citizenship to the grand- 
children of immigrants. 

Another government proposal 
easing citizenship procedures for 
the children of foreigners who 
have settled and been schooled in 
Switzerland was rejected by 57 
percent of Swiss voters. 


‘Thal officials had been briefed on 
the meeting, he said, 

Beforehand, Rai said the great 
fear of human-to-human transmis- 
sion of a virus that has Killed 20 
‘Vietnamese and nine Thais this year 
was still a long way from reality. 

*Itis still very remote," he said, 

However, the Thai government 
said it had instituted emergency 


ed that anybody, in particular а 
governmental person, negotiate 
‘with these people. What Pm ask- 
ing for is communication." 

The continued uncertainty 
over Bigley's safety is helping to 
keep the issue of Iraq in the 
headlines just when Blair would 
rather concentrate on other 
matters, 

The prime minister is in the 
southern English resort town of 
Brighton this week for the annual 
conference of his ruling Labor 
Party, a gathering he had hoped 
would mainly be a chance to 
boast of domestic achievements 
ahead of a general election ex- 
pected next year. 

‘Among efforts launched to 
help Bigley, а delegation of 
British Muslims has traveled to 
Baghdad in an attempt to plead 
with the kidnappers. 

‘On Monday, the secretary gen- 
eral of the Muslim Council of 
Great Britain said he was confi 
dent his delegation had managed 
to make at least indirect contact 
with the hostage-takers 

"We have achieved the objec- 
tive of getting the message across 
to the key people in Baghdad— 
the political religious and com- 
munity leaders," Iqbal Sacranie 
told BBC radio. 

“They were quite helpful in 
conveying the same very message 
themselves to the people who are 
holding Mr. Bigley" АЕР 


Official results from the 23 full 
cantons also indicated a split be- 
tween the countrys main linguistic 
communities, with mainly rural 
German-speaking eastern areas of 
Switzerland rejecting the reform 
and most francophone western re- 
gions clearly approving it. 

More moderate opponents also 
feared that local communities 
would lose some of their say in. 
citizenship bids. 

Claudio Micheloni of the Fo- 
rum of Migrants Organizations 
blasted ће outcome "was the re- 
sult of a completely unacceptable 
campaign.” 

“The campaign preyed on the 
most negative aspects of humani- 
ту” he told Swiss television. 

'A lobby group for the children 
of immigrant families, IG-Secon- 
dos, said it was “disgusted” by the 
outcome. 
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4 TOKYO—Japanese Prime Minis- 


procedures in the area where the 
girl died and was conducting spe- 
cial tests on samples from her and 
her mother to determine what 
they died of. 

"There is no evidence of trans- 
mission from human to human at 
the moment," said Dr. Charal Trin- 
vuthipong, head of the ministry's 
Department of Disease Control. 


Tt would take about another 
week before special tests on the 
mother, whose body was injected 
with formalin to preserve it, 
could determine her cause of 
death, he said. 

Tests were also being carried 
ош on the girl, from whom sam- 
ples were taken before her cre- 
mation, he said, Reuters 


350 YEARS’ MONUMENT TO LOVE 

Tourists look at the Taj Mahal in Agra, India, Sept. 26. India 
celebrates the 350th anniversary ofits most famous monument, 
the Taj Mahal, on Monday, though historians can't agree on its 
precise age and fears of damaging the enormous white marble 
structure have dampened plans to mark the event, » 


easy citizenship for immigrants' kin 


"The Swiss are telling us ‘you ofthe four governing parties. 
canpayandwork,butyourenot The bulk of its support is in the 
{good enough to become Swiss," majority German speaking part of 
said IG-Secondos representative the country 
Valerie Lucchesi. Hans Fehr, an SVP parliamen- 
Immigrant communities and ‘анал, said the legislation would 
the country’s main trade union have led to a sharp growth in the 
grouping said they had filed a le- number of ex-Yugoslavs seeking 
gal complaint about campaigning Swiss citizenship. 
Бу members of the rightwing "The population in most of the 
Swiss People's Party (SVP). country understood that we would 
Leaflets and newspaper adver- have been heading fora balkaniza 
tisements had warned of a mas- tion of Switzerland," he added. 
sive growth in the Muslim popu. Fehr said the result—the sec- 
lation if the draft legislation had ond rejection in 11 years—was 
been approved. neither the product of fear nor 
Opponents had also used hatred of foreigners. 
posters depicting the hands of Politicians from other partes ad- 
dark-skinned youngsters grab- mitted they had underestimated 
bing Swiss passports. their opponents after opinion polls 
‘The SVP became the largest last month had indicated a clear 
political party in the country at majority in favor of the reform, in- 
the general election last year with cluding a cut in residency require 
27 percent of the vote, and is one mets from 12 to eight years, AFP 


Koizumi revamps Cabinet 


for her lack of clout, was replaced 
by Nobutaka Machimura, 59, а 
former education minister who is 
close to the prime minister. 

Koizumi needs to quash opposi- 
tion inside his own party to re- 
forms such as postal privatization 
and to boost his personal support 
ratings as he enters what are likely 
to be his ast rwo years in office. 

"While there was no sign that. 
Koizumi had caved in го antire- 
formers by granting them posts, 
some analysts questioned whe- 
ther the new lineup would have. 
the desired impact. . 

"There's nothing here to gain 
popularity that anyone can see," 
said Steven Reed, a political sci 
entist at Chuo University. 

"It includes no well-known anti- 
reformers... but there is no visible 
дош” 

А relatively unknown politi- 
cian, Yoshinori Ohno, 68, will 
take over as defense minister, a 
vital position as Japan expands 
its global security role, 

Hidehisa Otsuj, an upper house 
LDP member, cook over the health, 
tabor and welfare portfolio which 
must manage reform of the state 
pensions system, creaking under 
anaging population Reuters 


ter Junichiro reshuffled his Cab- 
inet on Monday to try to boost 
his popularity and give impetus 
to reform—particularly postal 
privatization but the mix of fa- 
miliar faces with relative un. 
knowns raised some doubts 
about whether he would 
achieve those goals. 

Heizo Takenaka, a key archi 
tect of many of Koizumis eco- 
nomic reforms, retained his port- 
folio in charge of macroeco- 
nomics and, as expected, as- 
sumed a new post in charge of 
reform of the postal system—a 
centerpiece of Koizumi’s agenda. 

‘Takenaka gave up his portfolio 
in charge of financial services to 
his deputy Tatsuya Ito, 43, but an- 
alysts said It's promotion was а 
clear signal there would be no 
backtracking on banking reforms. 

Finance Minister Sadakazu 
Tanigaki, Trade — Minister 
Shoichi Nakagawa, chief Cabi 
net secretary Hiroyuki Hosoda, 
and Internal Affairs and Com- 
munications Minister Taro Aso 
all retained their posts. 

Foreign Minister Yoriko Kawa- 
guchi, who isnot a member 
Кател and had been cri 
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ISLAMABAD—Pakisten claimed with a Libyan militant called Abu 
Monday it had dealt al-Qaida а Faraj Farj who has been identified 
crushing blow after the killing of аз al-Qalda's new E" 
atop official said to have master- chief, the official sald on condi 
minded two attempts on Presi- tionofanonymity 
dent Pervez Musharraf's life. Farooqi, 30, had been indicted 
‘Amjad Farooqi was also a Key over the murder in early 2002 of 
suspect in the kidnap-murder of Wall Street Journal reporter Pearl. В 
US joumalist Daniel Pearland had Не was one of four men who kid- 
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US, security officials said. Who slit his throat around a week 

Че was shot dead during а later according to investigators, Vacuum Cleaners! 

two-hour gun battle at his hide- — Musharraf has named Farooqi 

outon Sunday morning, Informa- the mastermind of attempts to kill * Hoel Opal 

tion Minister Sheikh Rashid sald, him last December but the mil f mam arren saves вепис | 
"Ғагооіз elimination is а сти. tant had evaded a massive nation- 

shing blow to the al-Qaida net. wide manhunt for nine months, on 

‘work in Pakistan because he was А mobile phone call intercepted buit 

the man who had been providing by imeligence agencies earlier this Я ини К СА Майыр Н 

al-Qaida terrorists with the man- month led them to his new hideout CLEANCITY SAN st KON BE NA. 

power to сату out attacks,” ase. im Navabshah town 270 km north Tel Mo 5244920 S29 5245280 


nior security official said. of Karachi, said Karachi’ chief police 
Farooqi was closely associated investigator Fayyaz Leghari, AFP 
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Unfinished business 


Р ERHAPS law enforcement authorities are bloating 


figures and blowing smoke, but in the past two 

years we have been hearing with some regularity 
about government operations producing progressively 
bigger hauls of illegal drugs especially metham- 
phetamine hydrochloride or shabu. 

In December 2002, the police claimed to have discov- 

егей 656 kilos of shabu and almost 400 

EDITORIAL kilos of ingredients for its manufacture 

in a warehouse in Valenzuela City that 

had been razed by fire. Authorities described the labora- 

tory as the biggest they had ever found in the country: and 

the seized shabu as their biggest haul ever, with an esti- 
mated street value of P2.2 billion. 

Less than a year later, in November 2003, the Philip- 
pine National Police Anti-Illegal Drugs Task Force raided 
another warehouse in Valenzuela and seized P1 billion 
worth of high-grade shabu and chemicals used in its man- 
ufacture. The task force chief, then PNP Deputy Director 
General Edgardo Aglipay, said the estimated value of the 
drugs and could exceed P3 billion after a complete inven- 
tory was done. 

On Friday last week, the police reported yet another 
record illegal drug haul, after conducting a series of raids 
‘on two shabu laboratories and a warehouse in Mandaue 
City. Police found in the three places some 675 kilos of 
high-grade shabu, estimated to be worth P1.3 billion, and 
enough chemicals to produce 7.5 tons more of the same 
drug, which would have fetched some P15 billion in the 
streets. Aglipay, who is now PNP chief, and Director 
Anselmo Avenido of the Philippine Drug Enforcement 
‘Agency again described the drug bust as the biggest ever 
in this country. 

Inbetween these three huge drug busts, the authorities 
mounted at least 20 other raids on suspected shabu facto- 
ries and storehouses resulting in the confiscation of hun- 
dreds of millions of pesos worth of shabu and drug-mak- 
ing equipment and the arrest of dozens of suspects in- 
volved in the manufacture and distribution of the illegal 
drug. All together, this string of successes makes the anti- 
drug campaign one of the proudest achievements of the 
PNP and the PDEA if not the Arroyo administration. 

1а fact, the Cebu based-drug operations were so huge 
and apparently so extensive that American and regional 
drug enforcement agencies are sending teams to find out 
more about them. What may be of special interest to some 
foreign governments is that, aside from three Filipinos, 
those caught in the raid were three Chinese, two Tai- 
wanese, two Malaysians and a British national. This has led 
authorities to suspect that, Cebu was being used as the 
manufacturing hub by a multi-national drug syndicate en- 
gaged in the international trafficking of shabu. 

While the government keeps chalking up one spectacu- 
lar success after another in its anti-drug campaign, victo- 
ry isnot close at hand. The making of and trafficking in il- 
legal drugs do not only continue but also keep flourishing 
and expanding. 

The problem apparently is that the PNP and the PDEA 
have had very little success in dismantling the drug syndi- 
cates completely. Even the biggest police operations have 
led to the capture of just a few laboratory workers, assi 
tants and drivers, Very few big-time financiers and dis- 
tributors as well as their protectors in the police or in gov- 
ernment have ever been exposed. And yet it is well- 
known to authorities that operations of the magnitude 
they have uncovered so far cannot be sustained withouta 
wide network of suppliers, distributors and protectors 
both here and abroad. 

The Mandaue-based shabu operations, for instance, 
probably involved scores of people on both the supply 
and distribution ends. But only 11 people are in police 
custody so far. Where are the other members of the local 
network? Where are the brains and the financiers? 

The ringleaders would not have been so foolish as to 
risk billions without first buying official protection to en- 
sure free and unhampered operations. So who among the 
local and police officials were giving them protection? 

Ina tiny city like Mandaue, how could such a massive 
operation go on for months without local authorities 
knowing about it? How could such a well-funded syndi- 
cate operate right under their very noses unless they 
agreed to smell no evil and see no evil. 

‘The police and the PDEA cannot rest until all these 
questions are satisfactorily answered and everyone in- 
volved is caught and charged. Otherwise, it will just keep 
boasting about ever bigger drug busts without contribut- 
ing much to really solving the drug menace. 
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HAVE we, as a people, developed into state-of- 
the art ie hoary practice of padlocking stables 
ong atte the horses have bolted? 

‘Torein in the runaway debts of governzhent- 
owned or -controlled corporations, Senator 
Richard Gordon suggests: create a "Senate- 
House oversight committee." An early warning 
system could abort future debt splurges by 
state firms. 

The GOCCs seem to buy red ink by the bar- 
rei, In 2003 alone, 30 of them racked up 
P140.2 billion in losses. Over the years, uncon- 
trolled borrowing resulted in almost a third of 
todays P3.36 trillion debt. Bankruptcy is 
around the comer 

‘The Constitution vests the "power of the 
purse” in Congress. That power includes over- 
sight. But why did this charver-mandated 
watchdog never bark when the GOCCs hocked 
the family silver over the years? 

Eleven University of the Philippines-School 
of Economics professors had to hit the alarm 
burton first. Only chen, did Congress scramble 
for ways to bolt down nearempty tills. So, 
where was the watchdog? 

For an answer recall how the "Brat 
Pack"—54 brash congressmen from Eduardo 
Cojuangco’s Nationalist Peoples  Cosli- 
tion— exercised budgetary oversight.” 

The GOCCs then were already snapping up 
loans that stoked today's fiscal crisis. But Reps. 
Gilberto Teodoro, Crispin Remulla, Francis Es- 
cudero, Асе Durano (now tourism secretary), 
Constantino Jaraula, "Wimpy" Fuentebella 
and the “Pack” could not be bothered. Instead, 
they tried to impeach an exemplary magis- 
trate—on flimsy charges of fund misuse. 

Ofali people, why Supreme Court Chief Jus- 
tice Hilario Davide? "In the culture of the 
gangland, Hilario Davide Л. is a negative ex- 
ample,” Inquinex's Randy David rightly noted: 
"He does not know how to grovel. He is clear- 
sighted and uncompromising, and is not fear- 
fal about losing his ob.” 

‘The Davide Court, in fact, ruled adversely 
against businessman Eduardo’ Cojuangco in 


ITS a reminder that needs to be made again 
and again. Recovering ill-gotten wealth is 
not the end in itself, itis ће means to an end. 
The point is to use it for the public good. 
Specifically to promote justice, the one thing 
martial law obliterated. Recovering the 
wealth the crooks stole from the people is 
just the first part of business, The second 
partis giving it back to them. 

‘That hasn't happened, least of all under 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, аз а 
group called Partnership for Agrarian Reform 
(PAR) revealed. Last week, during the 32nd 
anniversary of martial law, it showed how ex- 
actly the GMA government has been using the 
money it has gotten back from Ferdinand 
Marcos 

That money stood at P38 billion early this 
year. That was to be divided into РВ billion for 
the martial law victims and P30 billion for 
and reform. A meritorious arrangement. Of 
course, all Filipinos, except the Marcos 
cronies, were victims of martial law. But some 
were more victims than others. Indeed, what 
made the torture vietims exceptionally de- 
serving of compensation was not just that 
they suffered the most, but that they did the 
most to free this country from its chains. That 
was why they suffered the most, because they 
raised a hand against tyranny, often when 
there was no one else to do it. 

‘That the rest of the money would go to 
land reform made sense just as well. The 
“people” are preponderantly the poor, and 
the poor, who are to be found particularly 
among tenants and sharecroppers, have had 
one burning cry throughout the ages—to 
own the land they till. 

"The compensation of the martial law victims 
has not happened. The martial law victims may 
have won the battle ofthe court, but they have 
not won the battle of the count. To this day, 
they have пог gotten their due, and only God, 
ог GMA, knows when they will get it. The 
wheels of justice have been known to grind 
slowly, but in this case they do not grind at all. 
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the P100-illion coconut levy scandal, saying 
these were public funds. The Court thereby 
fractured the First Commandment of this 
country's caciques: “Thou shalt not touch our 
pocketbooks.” 

‘Audit Commission data confirmed scrupu. 
lous Court use of funds. "Professional account- 
ing has shown that it is (the Courts impeach- 
er) who are innumerate," Today editor 
Teodoro Locsin Jr. wrote then. To that, Sun- 
Star added : “Innumerate is an elegant word 
for mental retardation. It displays inability to 
conclude that two plus two equals four” 

The impeachment fizzled, but not before 
shoving the country to the brink of a constitu- 
tional crisis. As the "Brat Pack" crumbled into 
the dustbin, they piously mumbled: they merely 
exercised Congress budgetary oversight power. 

Nonsense, snorted columnist Amando 
Doronila. It was a “brutal oligarchy on the ram- 
page.” Watchdogs that turn into lapdogs don't 
bark. They circle godfather's wagon instead. 

Media also hit the alarm button late over 
GOCCs running amok, a 2004 Cebu Press Free- 
dom Week forum noted. In pre-UP Eleven 
days, coverage of GOCCs was patchy at best. 
The congressmeris “escort giris” or noonday 
“soaps did get more exposure. 

So, did we, in the press, fiub as one of soci- 
уз “early warning systems"? The Constitu- 
tion, after all, vests on media freedoms granted 
no one else. in return, the press is expected to 
serve аз a watchdog for the common weal. 

The problems that bug the media are not ex- 
сшез. But ossified concepts of rigid news bears 
ddo obstruct coverage. So do mind-sets straight- 
jacketed into the traditional "5-Ws" of spot sto- 
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Тре second—the portion that should go to 
land reform—has been used sparingly for land. 
reform. The Presidential Agrarian Reform 
Council Agreement of August 2003 stipulates 
that 70 percent ofthe P30 billion would go to 
acquire and distribute lands and 30 percent to 
“high-impact interventions that will reach а 
greater number of beneficiaries” The GMA 
government has already used P6 billion and al- 
located another P6 billion, 

Of the first P6 billion, P2.7 billion has been. 
given to Land Bank in partial payment of its 
land acquisition activities, P2.2 billion for sup- 
роп services, P544 million for GMA Rice pro- 
gram, P544 for irrigation projects of the NIA, 
P30 million for coconut processing. Of the sec- 
ond P6 billion, РЗ billion has been ве for land 
acquisition and distribution, P1 billion for net 
cash allotment, and P2 billion for automatic 
payment of bonds. 

"Three things are wrong with this use of the 
Marcos money. 

First, of the P12 billion that has been spent 
or allocated, only the P2.7 billion and РЗ bil- 
lion for land acquisition and distribution clear- 
ly follow the PARC agreement. The others go 
beyond the 30 percent ceiling for support ser- 
vices and most of them do not qualify аз high- 
impact interventions anyway. Certainly, giving 
P30 million to a private firm to process co- 
conutis entirely unjustifiable, 

Second, the P12 billion, which is 40 percent 
of the P38 billion recovered Marcos loot, has 
been spent or allocated in a record eight 
months, from February to September this year, 
‘At his rate, nothing will be left of the money 
by the end of next year. Indeed, the way GMA 
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ries. All thoughtful editors have on their agen- 
da of unfinished business: "Unreported Sto- 
ries'—those on basic change, its causes and 
consequences. 

“We need to examine a function that is bare- 
ly touched on, namely: the press as an early 
‘waming system,” Cebu Daily News noted in a 
September 2001 editorial 

That question festers abroad too, as may be 
seen in the American Journalism Review anal- 
ysisto determine: Did the press raise alarm sig- 
nals before the crumbing of corporate giants 
like Enron, Lucent and Cisco? 

The press “behaved pro-cyclically and did 
not discharge its role as society's watchdog,” 
the AJR study concluded. “The surprising 
thing was journalism's ack of memory.” 

Despite electronic archives, even respected 
papers made litle use of their own research, 
"One is struck by what their own reporters un- 
covered,” it adds. "But within their news orga- 
nizations, their insights were drowned out in a. 
cacophony of naive reporting." 

TV uncritically allowed exposure-hungry 
"analysts" time, Few asked hard questions ог 
bothered about credentials.” Journalists tend 
to follow the herd instinct and easily become 
victims of collective bias.” 

Today's debt quagmire underscores the 
need for reviewing systems when watchdogs 
fail to bark. Trip-wire devises can spot emerg- 
ing problems. They buy time for corrective 
measures. 

Pagasa bulletins alert us to typhoons and 
volcanic eruptions. Banks are cobbling systems 
to temp down financial risks to “Keep afloat 
when the winds chang 

But creating an oversight committee merely 
shuffles institutional furniture around. It will 
mot change the “gangland culture” that per- 
vades among our leaders." 

Will the all-too-real threat of economic col- 
lapse finally jolt leaders into reality? Should it 
come to thai, perhaps the press will hit those 

ip-wire sensors earlier, 

ай: juan mercado Gpacifi net. ph) 


has been using the Marcos money, the torture. 
victims may seriously wonder if they will get 
compensated at all. Agreements do not seem 
tohave a binding effect on their President. 

‘This raises related issue, which is: The use 
of the Marcos money has been left nearly en- 
tirely to the President's discretion, She may or 
тау not follow the PARC agreement as she 
pleases. Indeed, she may or may not follow the 
aw as she pleases. There is no transparency, or 
accounting, in the uses of the funds, That is 
particularly worrisome in light of one impor- 
tant thing. Which is the PCGG's disclosure that 
from 1986 to 2003, the government has recov- 
ered an additional P22 billion from the Маг 
coses. This money has not been accounted for 
to this day. Malacañang has yet to show which 
agency or pocket, or quicksand it has gone to. 

"That brings us to the most important issue of 
all, which is, whether the billions of pesos that 
have already been spent have actually gone to 
where they appear on paper. PAR does not sug 
gest a reason for the speed with which GMA 
Used up the bulk of the recovered Marcos 
wealth, but we know that the period from 
February to first week of May was the cam- 
paign period, And we know that the period af- 
terward was one where debis, of the political 
rather than financial kind, had to be paid. 

"We have at least Frank Chavez to give evi 
dence about how a portion of that money went 
to finance бМАз campaign, He may be entirely 
right when he says, that is but the tip of the ice- 
berg. GMA spared no government agency го 
raise a sum with which to pay a king's ransom, 
or in this case to buy a queen's continued stay 
оп a throne. It is inconceivable she did not 
think of the Marcos loot first. 

Recovering ill-gotten wealth is not unlike 
raising taxes or making suggestions of pooling 
scant resources to avert economic disaster 
That is all very well, but raising money is just 
the first part ofthe equation. Spending it wise- 
lyisthe second, 

In this country, the second is clearly the 
harder thing to do. 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2004 


PRESIDENTIAL adviser Carolina Hernandez, а 
‘member ofthe Feliciano Commission that investi- 
gated the July 2003 uprising, is absolutely right: 
the politicians and Magdalo lawyers ought to stay 
ош of the amnesty issue. In fact, the politicians 
ought to stay out of the rebel officers issue alto- 
gether. President Macapagal-Arroyo has already 
indicated that while she is accepting their apolo- 
gy their case will continue to be prosecuted and 
they will face court martial. Many of us welcome. 
the President’ clarity of vison in this regard, and 
we hope she would not allow herself to be pulled 
here and there, and let the process run its full 
‘course. This will ensure justice for all concerned. 

Many citizens have been deeply affected by 
the senseless killing of Jose Luis Villanueva, 
29, associate business editor of "Today" atthe 
hands of three hoodlums after he refused to 
surrender his cell phone to them aboard a mid- 
night bus. What made his death doubly tragic 
was that this scion of a prominent family who 
studied at Fordham University in New York pri 
or to entering the journalism profession, suc- 
cumbed to a fatal neck wound inflicted by a 
Rommel Capones, reportedly a recidivist fac- 
ing several criminal charges In various courts. 
According to Today, with the help of his lawyer, 
Capones was able to post bail in a murder case. 
that was downgraded to homicide. He is also 
ап accused in several robbery and homicide 
cases pending in other salas. Alas, he is also 
‘out on bal in all of them. 

А common complaint of lawmen is that they 
feel so frustrated because arrested criminals 
often end up roaming freon bal Vilanueva's 
tragic death should spur Justice Secretary 
Raul Gonzalez to review the prosecution as- 
pect of fighting criminality: Why are too many 
criminals are getting away with murder? 

‘Ata Manila Overseas Press Club forum, Senate. 
President Franklin Drilon said that the Senate 
will hold on Oct. 22-23 a workshop on vital areas 
of the economy and identify immediate, medium 
and long-term goals. He promised that the sena- 


THE MOST memorable visit 1 paid to the old Ay- 
ala Museum was sometime in the 1980s, when 
my late mother-in-law and my sisters-in-law 
came for a visit from the US with their families, 
and I accompanied them to the museum. 

‘Since we had chosen not to avail of the ser- 
vices of a guide, I found myself explaining the 
dioramas—which dramatize 63 important 
events in Philippine history—to nieces and 
nephews whom I barely knew and who knew 
‘next to nothing about Philippine history. But the 
flow of the dioramas provided a structure and, 
more importantly, a point of view from which to 
tell the "story" of our country's past. found my- 
self absorbed in what some would call a “peak 
experience,” as I recalled everything 1 knew 
about our history, looking at our past through 
“Filipino"—that is, nationalist—eyes. 

То my pleasure and pride, my in-laws ap- 
eared to be just as fascinated with my recount- 
ing of Philippine history. One sister-in-law ex- 
claimed afterwards that "I didn't even know that 
the Americans cheated us out of our indepen- 
dence from Spain!” 

And that’s why I've always been fond of the 
dioramas. When the re-development of Green- 
belt commenced and the Museum closed its doors 
to the public temporarily, the first thing 1 asked 
was "where would the dioramas go?" 

Well, the dioramas are back, in all their refur- 

bished glory (cleaned of 30 years worth of grime, 
says Ayala Museum history consultant and In- 
Quies columnist Manolo Quezon) in a spanking 
new setting, the new Ayala Museum which stands 
а few meters from its original site, in a much 
more prominent location in Greenbelt. 
THE OLD museum was a two-story affair (the 
library was found in the basement) with 
cramped display areas, mainly for the diora- 
mas and the permanent art collection, and a 
gallery for temporary exhibits. There was also 
а small museum store and an even smaller 
café at the back. But it was a destination for us 
students, and later, young professionals, and 
much later, parents of young children, when- 
ever we felt a hankering for "culture." 


а 


PouricAL 
Тїрвїт5 


Belinda 
Olivares-Cunanan 


tors will shed "our partisan sentiments" and that 
the Senate will suggest four tax measures, among 
them, the "sin taxes," the rationalization of fiscal 
incentives, and the general amnesty bill which 
will establish a “tax тай" Drilon noted that the 
‘Senate has already passed over 100 tax incentive 
laws and itis now time to rationalize them. He 
said it will also scrutinize the intelligence and 
confidential funds of various agencies, which add 
‘up toP1.3 billion, and how they are spent. 

‘Queried if he would allow bigger cuts into the 
P907 billion budget for 2005, which he hopes to 
pass by February or March next year, Drilon 
Stressed that it's already a “bare-bones budget.” 
Only 10-15 percent of it goes to capital expendi- 
‘tures, and RP has one ofthe lowest allocations for 
social services in all of Asia, he said, adding, "We 
can only cut so much.” Much will depend on 
Drilon'sleadership. ›, 

‘Speaker Jose de Venecia advocated a major 
program to revive the mining industry, stress- 
ing that RP's external debt of $56.3 billion 
could easily be contained by our mineral 
wealth, estimated at $800 billion to one tril- 
ion dollars. He cited the enormous economic 
boon if this industry, which could involve Chi- 
ma, Australia, Canada and the US as major 
players, were tobe revived. 

-JDV's advocacy comes at a time when the 
mining industry which has been always 
fraught with controversy, is in the doldrums. 
The magazine "BizNews Asia" of June, 2004 
featured Tony Lopez's interview with Philip 
Romualdez, president and CEO of Benguet 
Corporation and of the Chamber of Mines, 
who opined that RP is one of the “most highly 


Not just dioramas 
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ме found it especially gratifying that there 
was this oasis for quiet contemplation and 
nourishment of the intellect and spirit amid 
the bustle of the Makati Commercial Center. 
Today, the new Ayala Museum is still smack 
dab in the middle ofthe redeveloped and ritzy 
Greenbelt. If anything, it is even busier, con- 
nected to the rest of the mall by a walkway, 
inviting passersby to detour through their ex- 
hibits and stores or even pay a visit tothe good 
old dioramas. 

There is also so much more room in the new 
‘museum complex, which now consists of four 
stories, the Café and public areas on the 
ground floor, the “Diorama Experience” (in- 
cluding а multi-media presentation on post- 
war Philippine history until the Edsa revolt) 
on the second floor, and art exhibit spaces and 
training rooms on the third and fourth floor. 
MANOLO Quezon already detailed the exciting 
пен exhibits which mark the re-opening of the 
Ayala Museum in his column yesterday. I joined a 
press group on a tour yesterday and here are 
more impressions: 

‘Only now dol appreciate the dioramas as arti- 
facts in themselves, truly fine examples of Fil- 
ipino craftsmanship. The figures—carved out of 
balsa wood by artists and wood-carvers from 
aete—spring to life in amazing detail, from their 
facial expressions to the folds of their garments. 
Quezon pointed out thatthe artists were hard put 
to find models for some of the dioramas, particu- 
larly those requiring "Spanish" figures. So in the 
diorama on the blood compact, for instance, the. 
monk, soldier and official standing behind 
Miguel Lopez de Legazpi were modeled on the 
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mineralized countries in the world," and yet, 
"we do not generate the dollars." He cited that 
the mining sector boomed in the "30s up to the 
2705, and together with the sugar industry, 
Kept the country moving forward; but today, 
despite the all-time high nickel prices, and 
copper's and gold's "strong potentials,” in- 
Yestors are "somewhat on a holding pattern." 


Romualdez attributes investors’ hesitation to 
the uncertainty generated by a Supreme Court 
ruling, dated Jan. 27, 2004, which effectively nul- 
lified provisions of фе 1995 Mining Act relative 
to Financial or Technical Assistance Agreements 
(ЕТААз). Ashe pointed out, the SC decision is far- 
reaching in that it not merely annulled a contract 
between two parties, it also struck down a law 
that the entire mining industry. Ro- 
mualdez fears that even though the industry has 
been steadily growing for the past three 
years last year it exported nearly $550 million 
worth of minerals ће exploration funds could 
dry up because RP is viewed as a "negative mi 
ing destination.” Part of that negative image has 
‘been aggravated by the fact that it takes at least 
three years, 105 signatures and a 21-step process 
justto get a mining permit! АП told, it would take 
at least eight years to set up shop, he said, as he 
called for a “total restructuring of government 
‘mining policies.” 


In nullifying the FTAA of the Mining Act, the 
Supreme Court was split; but to my mind, this. 
35 merely reflective of the division in the 
tion's sentiment where its mining patrimony is 
concerned. On one hand, there's the business 
community pushing for the development of 
this industry, to generate badly-needed jobs 
and huge dollar revenues; on the other side 
are the many citizens validly fearful that the 
national patrimony guaranteed by the Consti- 
tution might be exhausted by “exploitative” 
foreign entities, leaving nothing for the Fil- 
ipinos. Their concern arises from the finite na- 
ture of mineral wealth. Indeed, it's timely to 
take a second look at mining concerns, 


three Zobel de Ayala cousins: Don Jaime, Don En- 
тізе and Don Fernando. The "crowd" watching 
the execution of Rizal includes look-alikes of Car- 
los Quirino, who was the museum's first director, 
and the staff of the museum at that time. 

"Truly breathtaking is "Power + Faith + Image: 
Philippine Ап їп Ivory from the 16th to the 19th 
Cennuries; an exhibit of ivory religious carvings and 
figures produced by Filipinos who had in the period 
covered by the exhibit, tumed the country into the 
worlds foremost source of Christian ivory images. 

The setting is as powerful a presence as the fig- 

urines themselves, the walls inscribed with biblical 
passages, exhortations from religious leaders and 
Sayings in popular local Catechism texts. Stil, 
amid all the solemnity, I couldn't help allowing а 
bit of irreverence to sneak in. Studying the minia- 
ture figurines in ivory, 1 couldn't help recalling the 
‘miniature ivory (or maybe resin, by now) carvings 
from China depicting various sexual positions. 
ОР COURSE, 1 will return to the Ayala Muse- 
um, perhaps a week or so after its formal open- 
ing tomorrow. If for nothing else, I must return 
for a closer look at the other major opening ex- 
hibition, “Multiple Originals, Original Multi- 
ples: 19th Century Images of Philippine Cos- 
fumes" that gathers for the first time the Dami- 
an Domingo watercolor album of Philippine 
‘costumes on loan from the Newberry Library 
in Chicago, the Justiniano Asuncion watercol- 
or album in the New York Public Library and 
the Ayala Museum's own watercolor album at- 
tributed to Domingo's atelier or school. 

‘Accompanying the illustrated fashions 
(their version of today's glossy magazines, 1 
suppose) are rare samples of actual costumes 
from the 18th and 19th centuries which are be- 
ing exhibited in public for the first time, main- 
ly from the National Museum of Ethnology in 
Leiden, the Netherlands. Apart from the intri- 
cate and delicate embroidery, and the fancy 
‘wear that Filipino men adopted, what's no- 
table about the costumes is how they're cut in 
such small proportions, indicating just how 
much tinier our ancestors were, before fast- 
food supersized us. 


Outstanding Filipino 


IN A UNIVERSE that seems to be running amok, 
and in the face of the increasing chaos we find in 
our lives, ts a relief we've got the Jose "Pitoy" 
Moreno tribute at the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines coming up. This, at least, is some- 

ing positive—a recognition of an outstanding 
Filipino and his achievements. 

Having known this fashion czar for more years 
than either he or I care to remember, you would 
expect that my stirring memories of him would be 
about clothes or fashion shows. However, my fa- 
vorite image of Pitoy is of a man clinging to this 
huge tree on Roxas Blvd. that the Department of 
Public Works and Highways was hell bent on bull- 
dozing to pave the way for the construction ofan 
overpass. In one of the few triumphs of conserva- 
tionists in this benighted country, the plan to con- 
struct the Roxas Blvd. overpass was scrapped and 
the tree was saved. 

Tes a good thing that the Cultural Center has 
realized there is art after all in design and fash- 
ion, even if purists would disagree. At some fu- 
ture time, perhaps, government will also realize 
that to give impetus and support for this sector, a 
textile industry is crucial. Otherwise we will be 
eternally parasitic, dependent on imported mate- 
rials, thereby helping other country’s industries 
rather than our own. 

In the same manner that Farrales popularized 
the Moslem malong, Moreno illustrates through 
his work the ethnic diversity of the country. Inffu- 
enced no doubt by the works of Damian Domingo, 
Fabian de la Rosa and Fernando Amorsolo that he 
‘came across asa fine arts student at the University 
of the Philippines, he has adopted indigenous ma- 
terials and patterns, combining brilliant colors of 
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turquoise, yellow, emerald green, royal blue and 
the most shocking of pinks—yet they never clash. 
Although in an industry where the uniform isa sea 
of black, Filipino designers usually celebrate color 
joyously We are nothing # по! Amorsolos heirs- 
But Риоуѕ forte and his favorite has always 
been our national fabric, the piña in all its splendid 
callado. Those who claim to have a problem with 
Filipino identity have only to look at a Moreno 
bride in ай her piña Вшету to realize that there is 
only one country in the world that produces this 
look. Anyone who has watched his shows is aware 
that Pitoy was inspired by our culture and heritage. 
mixing past and present the exquisite workman- 
Ship on piña appears repeatedly, ruffled tiers of or- 
ganza and frilly lace in rainbow hues recall a colo- 
ial past, and beaded jackets utilize the colorful 
Silk of our southern Philippines. There are as well 
his iconic silhouertes in elaborately beaded ternos, 
indelibly etched in the minds of fashion mavens. 
Although the legal profession might have lost 
someone who could have turned owt to be a fine 
attorney when Pitoy came lare for registration, UP 
nevertheless still became his alma mater for whom 
he nurtures a soft spot, so much so that he found- 
ed this scholarship 30 years ago for fine ans stu- 
dents. The scholarship's scope has been expanded 


andit now includes medical students. Today the J. 
Moreno Scholarship Foundation has а total of 20 
scholars a year, evenly divided between the two 
departments. It has graduated 200 doctors and 
150 fine ans students. Pitoy is now seriously con- 
sidering scholarships for agriculture stude 
‘This is a good thing too since one has only to think 
of the fruit industry of Thailand and wonder what 
happened to us. (Why for instance, are the lan- 
zones from Thailand so sweet and nearly seedless 
and ours so bitter? Don't answer that). His clients 
lise, which includes names that date back to his UP 
days, reads like а Who's Who of Philippine society 
Whether socialites, film stars, diplomats’ wives or 
royalty they have one thing in common: they re- 
main faithful to Pitoy and well they should be, es- 
pecially because he remains faithful to them. 

Aside from being a top-notch fashion designer, 
Moreno has produced a massive tome entitled 
"Philippine Costume." The work traces the evolu- 
tion of the Filipino dress. At some point, he trans- 
lated the book into a show that has been present- 
ed in sate visits and abroad, thus gaining recog- 
nition for the country. A collection of his works is 
also featured in another coffee table book titled 
Kasalan. Moreno remains one of our most popu- 
lar wedding designers. 

Не also established Karilagan International, a 
fashion cultural organization, to promote Philip- 
pine fashions here and abroad and has been rec- 
‘ognized by Vogue, Harpers Bazaar and other in- 
ternational fashion magazines. For Moreno it can 
be said in the words of Chanel, “Fashions change, 
Style remains.” 


Comments to bumbiharper@ yahoo com 
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The bus 


 AFRIEND once told me that life is a bus stop where wee all 
waiting for the right bus to come along and take us to where. 


were destined to go. 


This got me thinking about how people live their ives. 1° 
figured i's perfectly fine to have this frame of mind, but at 


the same time we should be wary about being stuck in 


and-wait" paradigm, 


There are those who spend their time waiting for some 


big break to happen 
before they start liv- 
їп. They feel like 
they don't deserve 
happiness until they 
reach a certain mile- 
stone like getting 
their dream job, go- 
ing overseas, losing 
weight, finding the 
perfect — partner, 
earning their first 
million, or maybe 


even winning the lottery. I don't know if this is 
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We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


it of the 


Filipino culture, as exemplified by the mañana habit, or a 


1 negative attitude that needs to be corrected. Peo- 


ple act as if they can delay whatever it is that needs to be 
done because they have the luxury of time. They do not 
seem to have a sense of urgency in embracing life asit is at 
present and start living. 

A typical situation, where the detrimental effects of wait- 
ing can be seen, happens when a new and very useful tech- 
nological gadget comes out. Some buy it and immediately: 
reap its rewards, but there are others who wait and walt for’ 
its price to go down. They tell themselves, “If its price goes 
down by half, then Til buy i.” 

Experience tells us that sometimes prices do go down, but 
you would be lucky if there are any stocks left in the market, 
Most of the time, however, they don't and you're left with 
nothing but regret for the time you've wasted waiting when ; 
you could have been more productive by using the latest 
technology. Before you know it, a new gadget comes out and | 


the vicious cycle starts 


ain. 


People who have this habit tend to lose out on the bene- 
fits they could otherwise have gotten because they opted 


to wait 


There is a great difference between hoping and holding 
„back. There is nothing wrong with perceiving life as rich with 
of possibilities and choices, but it is unwise to put one's Ше 
lives on hold until the benefits come pouring in, Hopeis nota 
destination. It is there to shed some light on our journey 


through life. 


As we get older, the realization that things don't always 
turn out the way we want them to dawns upon us. Idealism 
seems to fade away and wisdom (hopefully) takes its place. 
Things cannot be perfect, but it is possible to experience joy 


amidst all the flaws. 


We can choose to waste our time 


dwelling on certain matters over which we have no control, 
‘or we can use our time wisely and continue developing our- 
selves, simply taking what life has to offer. Perhaps fear of 
failure immobilizes people to take things that come their 
way, but the greatest achievers don't always experience tri- 
‘umph. It is in rising above the challenges that they face that 
they are able to reap the biggest rewards. The struggle is 


what life is about. 


"The challenge Нез in being able to embrace life with all its. 
imperfections. Undergoing а quarter-life crisis, experiencing 
low self-esteem, having financial difficulties or problems in., 
the family-—I can understand how all these can weigh a per- 
son down and force one to treat his life as fit were on a tem- 
porary mode while promising to get back on track once they 
are solved. I'm not saying that one will have these problems 
forever because all things must passes some time, but after 
facing and overcoming such challenges, other (and possibly. 
heavier) problems will соте. 

‘Beware of resorting to quick fixes that allows you to get 
‘out of bad situations. Such temporary answers will only out 
you in a vicious cycle of adopting fleeting solutions. 

Tis never worth waiting until you are free of problems to 
experience the joy of living, because such moments will add 
up to a miniscule fraction of your entire lifetime. Isn't it bet- 
ter to experience real living in spite so many difficulties? 

То people who are stuck inthis rut say: Stop waiting, 
life will not get better. It is beautiful as itis, right now, with » 
all its imperfections. Ifyou need something, go right ahead 


and buy it. Don't wai 


for things to come before you start 


appreciating what the world has to offer. Milestones cannot 
De used to measure one's life because it simply isn't quan- 
tifisble. Sometimes you may get lucky and the thing that 
you're waiting for may come and save you. But be warned. 
because there will definitely be times when things will get. 
so bad that despair will threaten to conquer your soul and 
Tuck will not be anywhere near you. Seek happiness, and 
you shall find out that їз just there ай along, staring at you 


right in the face. 


know that the bus will arrive. But you know, it really 
doesn’t matter, Let us seize the day. 


Eileen Co, 23, is taking her masters in environmental manage- , 


ment ar the Ateneo de Manila University. 


WHATEVER HAPPENED ТО.. .? 


Congress slapping incident 


DURING THE COMMOTION that broke out in the 
House of Representatives after the Articles of Im- 
peachment against former President Joseph Estrada 
‘were transmitted to the Senate, a congressman sup- 
porting Estrada lost his cool and slapped the House. 
Sergeant-at-arms in the face. The scene was caught. 
on camera and telecast nationwide. 

Former San Juan Rep. Jose Mari Gonzalez was 
charged with grave slander by deed on April 23, 
2001, for slapping Bayani Fabic on Мом 13, 2000 at 
the Session Hall of the House of Representative. 

"The case was raffled off to the sala of Branch 39 
Judge Cesar Untalan at the Quezon City Metropoli- 
tan Trial Court. 

"The House ethics committee voted to reprimand 
Gonzalez in January 2001. Of the 16 members pre- 
sent, six thought the penalty was too light and 
walked out of the closed-door session. The six men 
charged that the other committee members had bro- 
ken a “gentleman's agreement" to expel Gonzalez. 
Seven favored the reprimand while three abstained. 

Gonzalez pleaded "not guilty” when arraigned on 
‘Aug. 29, 2001. 

Case status: The prosecution is still presenting its 
witnesses. On Sept. 24, a hearing was scheduled to 
screen the videotaped telecast of the slapping inci 
dent, but was postponed because the counsel for the 
accused arrived very late due to а car accident, The 
hearing was rescheduled to Oct 21. 

D.J. Yap, PDI Research 


*Fire' in Filipino artists E 


AMADIS MA. GUERRERO in his article, 
“Is the Pinoy апи global?” (PDI, 
9/13/04) quoted the Philippine Philhar- 
monic Orchestra conductor Eugene Е 
Castillo as saying that Filipino artists lack 
fire. Castillo even quoted poet Robert 
Frost, "From what Ive tasted of desire/I 
hold with those who favor fire.” 

‘And the conductor further asked, 
"Where is the fire (of the Filipino 
artists)?" 

My answer is the following partial list 
of outstanding Filipino artists: 

1. Pianist Cecile Licad (first and last Fil- 
ipino recipient of the Leventritt Gold 
Medal—the same award given to Van 
Clibum and Gary Graffman—and 
scribed by the Chicago Sun Times as 
of the great flaming talents that comes. 
along one or two times in every genera- 
tion”). 

2. Soprano Evelyn Mandac (first and 
last Filipina to sing at the Metropolitan 
Opera and the first and the last to sing 
with opera king Placido Domingo). 

3, Tenor Otoniel Gonzaga (first and 
the last Filipino to sing Otello in 
Prague, Japan and the United States 
and has Domingo for his fan after 
‘watching the Filipino in the lead role of 


Rigoletto in Munich). 

4. Singing actress Lea Salonga (first 
and last Filipina to win the Tony Award 
in New York and the Olivier Prize in 
London). 

5. Tenor Noel Velasco (first and last Fil- 
ipino winner of the Luciano Pavarotti In- 
ternational Voice Competition). 

6. Baritone Andrew Fernando (winner 
‘of a special prize in voice in New York, the 
same award given to the authentic diva, 
Aprile Milo). 

‘The list is long and I would like Castillo 
to refer to the encyclopedia of Filipino 
artists published by the Cultural Center of 
the Philippines where he is employed as 
the newly installed music director of the 
Philippine Philharmonic Orchestra. 

1f Castillo missed the fire that Licad 
showed when the latter agreed to be her 
conductor in Ravel's Concerto in G Minor 
played last March 23 at the Ayala Tower 
One, then he must be looking for another 
kind of “fire” from the Filipino artists. 

"That kind of statement from a ranking 
officer of the CCP is, I think, enough why 
Castillo should be set on fire, literally. 

‘PABLO A. TARIMAN, 
Block TI, Lot 1, Jenny's Avenue, 
Maybunga, Pasig City 


Yes, there are priests living in poverty 


ZANDRO б. Rapadas Youngblood article, 
“Priests and poverty” (PDI, 9/07/04), 
was critical of priests and religious “who 
have long benefited from the security and 
assurance afforded by our culture.” All 
throughout the article, he painted an im- 
age of luxurious priests and religious, 
with lifestyles as extravagant as those of 
our politicians. 

Rapadas' article has a commendable 
certainty. His heart for the poor was ob- 
vious in his words and experience. But 
while I share most of his thoughts, I can- 
not agree with some of his views. I be- 
lieve he made a sweeping judgment on 
all priests and religious, and I'm afraid 
the Inquiner readers might succumb to 

jiased sentiments. 

In the spirit of fairness, Rapadas 
should have mentioned that 50 per- 
cent of Filipino priests, especially 
those in Mindanao, are bearing with 
poverty and living simple lifestyles. 
They have to walk for days to say Mass 
in many far-flung rural areas. After the 
Mass, they are served with "nilagang 
saging” or nothing at all, yet they are 
happy, as happy as those in the 
metropolis enjoying the comfort and 
luxuries that can only be found in the 
metropolis, as well as “the benefits af- 
forded by our culture," 

Rapadas confessed to have worked 
with priests and religious congregations, 
the reason why he became familiar with 


their lifestyles. He also accused them of 
not practicing “simplicity and austerity, in. 
contrast to their promise of poverty” He 
must have been working only with priests 
in the metropolis, 

Rapadas has an inadequate under- 
standing of poverty. Being poor does not 
simply mean materially deprived. We 
have to use the resources provided by 
God's providence to be effective minis- 
ters of God. We are not anymore in the 
dark ages, when priests have to use 
smoke signals to convey messages or ride 
im am ass to go to their destinations. 
Owning one cell phone of the latest mod- 
elor a car with a famous brand name is 
not a crime against poverty. Experience 
tells us that equipment with distin- 
guished brand names are often durable 
than those of rickety brands. The gad- 
gets, equipment and facilities owned by 
‘most priests are indeed costly but they 
are more convenient and can be used for 
a longer period of time than those that 
are less expensive. Owning a number of 
cell phones or a fleet of cars or a dozen 
condos or “a new laptop or a high-end 
mobile phone... because of insecurity ог 
а desire то Бе up-to-date" is a clear dis- 
dain of the promise of poverty. It is not a 
practice of austerity and simplicity. I is 
beyond one's need. 

—FR. LEONARD E. DOLLENTAS, 
Lady of All Nations Chapel, 
Villamor Air Base, Pasay City 


Who's to blame for RP's fiscal mess? 


EVEN without 20/20 hind- 
sight, we can pinpoint the 
most debilitating policies 
thatled to the country's fis- 
cal mess, for which nobody 
except President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo is to 
blame. She cant point to 
any past president to share. 
her perfidy. 

The fundamental rea- 
son is her utter lack of 
character and mental hon- 
esty. GMA could've seen 
the government's deterio- 
rating fiscal condition in 
the first few months after 
Jose Isidro Camacho was 
appointed finance secre- 
тагу. But she didn’t do any- 
thing. Either she didn't see 
the downsides of Cama- 
chos big appetite for bor- 


whose ship 
water from 
ing storm, 


the ch 


rowing or she was too pre- 
occupied with plans to run. 
this year. Like a captain 


throw overboard excess 
‘cargoes for a better chance. 
to weather the storm. 
Unfortunately, 

е to run or not, 
when all the signs of im- 
pending disaster were 
clear, she decided her am- 
bitions and family’s wel- 
fare were more important 
than the nation’s. To add 


were picked essentially in 
consideration to their 
possible contribution to 
her chances of winning. 
Her winning was all that 
mattered, 

It was also GMA fault 
that Fernando Poe Jr. was 
compelled to run. His vic- 
tory would ve been equally 
а disaster. Had GMA ful- 
filled her promise not to 
run, there would've been 
good incentives for more 
competent leaders such as 
Franklin Drilon, Juan 
Flavier, Danding Cojuang- 


was taking in 
an approach- 
GMA couldn't 


given 


OPINION 


Ignorant tree ‘killers’ 


‘THE “MASSACRE of trees” last Aug. 23 at 
а government-owned property in Quezon 
City displayed abuse of authority, total 
disregard of due process, and irreverence 
tonature. 

What would it merit anyone to bull- 
doze thousands of tree saplings grow- 
ing on plastic bags? Certainly, the peo- 
ple who ordered their destruction are 
not aware of man's responsibility over 
the natural resources available to him. 
It takes years to grow a young tree, 
much more, a full-grown tree. But sev- 
eral powerful groups, unmindful of the 


Lucky Filipinos 


1 ALMOST puked upon read- 


ing the Inqummen list showing what he earned for that year 
the salaries of GOCC execu- will take an ordinary Fil- THESE are comments to the 
tives. Topping thelistwasthe ipino three lifetimes to ews article writen by Volt 


former head of Philippine 
National Oil Co. Ironically, 
this man was the chief prose- 
cutor during the impeach- 
ment case (for plunder) 
against President Joseph 
Estrada. In 2002, a year after 
Edsa Il, his take home 
was more than P9 million. 
Не certainly provided us 
with some comic relief dur- 
ing the impeachment. But 
look at him now, since 2002, 
he must have been laughing 
his way to the bank. A simple 


calculation will tell you that 


make; but only without be- 
ing absent from work even 
foraday. 

Remember 
Aquino story about a friend 
of his noting how “rucky” 
Filipinos are? 

We were “rucky” then as we 
are “rucky” now. 

We overthrew a president 
who "robbed" us, and ге 
placed him with officals 
who "rob" us more. 


382 Rizal Ave., Caloocan City 


— + PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER rome 


importance of due process and urban 


vegetation, don't care about 

Through the years, the Manila 
Seedling Bank Foundation did a noble 
task in preserving that area of land by 
planting its greens on a temporary basis. 
Needless to say, the foundation's young 
trees served as the silent guardians of the. 
land and significantly contributed to the 
ecological balance in that part of the city 
for many years. How could anyone or 
any group reciprocate this healthy ex- 
change of useful energy benefiting hu- 
manity with some forceful and destruc- 


tive energy? When can our society 
achieve a commitment drawn to a higher 
purpose in life, if certain groups omit the 
Very basic and natural process of effect 
ing change in the name of infrastructure 
development and progress? 

The guidebook to living values clearly 
states: "When respect and reverence are 
extended to the eternal energy of matter, 
the elements will serve humanity with ac- 
curacy and abundance." 

—ANNIES. CRUZ, 
20 Columbia St, 
Loyola Grand Villas, Quezon City 


Respect linguistic, cultural rights 


of 


(PDI 8/30/04) 


that Ninoy 


—Ю5ЕРН Q. ANG 


е deaf 


Contreras, “Deaf also mark 
National Language Month.” 


The Southeast Asian Insti 
tute for the Deaf (SAID) uses 
‘Signing Exact English or SEE, 
an artifical sign system which 
is different from Filipino Sign 
Language (FSL). Therefore, 
the students and alumni ofthis 
school are SEE signers and 
may notall be users of PSL. 
‘We would like to clarify that 
FSL is not based on the spoken 
ог written languages of En- 
glish or Tagalog. It is rather a 


enough in school. One can't 
blame the deaf if they don't 
know the Filipino synonyms 
for "Iove" such as irog, sinta or 
mahal. These are words associ 
ated with Filipinos who can 
hear and their spoken conver- 
sations. Many signs and idioms 
їп use are truly from the heart 
of deaf Filipinos. They come 
about and continue to be in use 
because they represent the 
thoughts, emotions and com- 
munication needs of the deaf. 
we then expect hearing Fil- 
pinos to know these signs? 
FSL is very important to the 
Filipino Deaf community. Lisa 


ipti: Visual sign languagewhichde- Kauppinen, recent past presi- 
сопе рессор ов Yelops naturally Variation in dent of the World Federation 
A signs is рап ofthe uniqueand of the Deaf, and a well-re- 

rom Sec. Dayrit genuine nature of FSL. This spected deaf Finnish leader 
‘THIS is a reaction to Secretary nancies sometimes leadtoun- richnesscan beseeninconver- says, "A deaf person is not 


Manuel Раупз recent state- 
ment that “it is not the Depart- 
ment of Health's responsibility 
to provide contraceptives,” in 
effect saying that family plan- 
ning is not рап of DOH's con- 
cerns. Perhaps he has forgot- 
ten that family planning is one 
of the 10 elements of repro- 
ductive health as listed in the 
International Conference on 
Population and Develop- 
ment/Cairo Conference of 
1994, of which the Philippines. 
isa signatory. 

‘Women's health includes 


safe, illegal abortions, further 
endangering women's health 


* Never mind the issue about. 
population and poverty. Let 
the health secretary take a re- 
alistic look at women's health. 
Let him review DOH's admin- 
istrative order 43 S. 2000. 


sations of vocabulary com- 
monly used by the Filipino 


handicapped if his or her lin- 
guistic and cultural rights are 


and even their lives. Pregnan- Deaf community. respected.” 

су and childbirth are sil Тһе majority of the deaf —MARITES RAQUEL 
mong the leading causes of population in the country does ESTILLER-CORPUZ, 
maternal mortality and mor. not understand Filipino be- vice president, 
Midi; to decrease this staris- cause educational institutions Philippine Federation ofthe 
fic, health providers need to use English in all subjects. Fil- Deaf; Philippine director, 
ensure safe motherhood and іріпоіз difficult for the deaf be- FSL Dictionary Project, 
family planning Cause they are not exposed toit philedeaf@yahoo.com 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about 
the treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, you may 
write to ће Readers Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chi- 
по Roces Avenue, corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of 
Makati or send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail 


Dear Readers, Text us your 
‘comments, suggestions and 
views on today's news or how it 
was delivered. Tellus about the 
news you are interested in and 
the things you want improved 
їп your favorite newspaper. 
“Text INQUIRER «section key- 
word» name/city/message and 
send to 283 (Smart) or 2207 
(Globe). The section keywords 
are indicated in the logo of 
each section. 


| | Amid high oil prices, 

terrorism and the fiscal 
crisis, what helps or in- 
spires you? What keeps 
you going? 


| || What keeps me to keep going are 
| || my children. Seeing their smiles & 

hearing their laughter inspires те. 
—Morevel Magallanes, Legazpi ity 


Listen 2a nice song will make me 
smile, singing with it definitely 
keeps me going! Thinking posi- 
tively will also help. Don't worry 2 


mich, life is too short. PiNoY! Е я : 
«|| ES vao Mania PR venons, OC Filipinos are resilient people with Since dey represent d legitimate. as. 
фе natural ability о ough while interests of d marginalized sector —arlel buning, meycouayan, 
The dreams ofd children inspire The fact that whatever is hap- looking at solutions 2 problems. of society, mittant party list bulacan 


me 2 live despite these dilemmas, 
dat should voice 2 d government 
2 prioritize basic social services 2 
effect change. 

—D. Selvio, Angono 


My children & d hope that the fu- 
ture be better economically and В- 
nancially, as well as security-wise. 
—Sally Gardon, Ilagan, Isabela 


аза producer for tv, it would be d 
simple stories of courage dat peo- 
ple share w/ me. & how ican share 
these with everyone else. aSTiG- 


ur it msgs 
keepus going t 


tnxmga ZF, Olongapo port my famity/’s daily needs keeps МО, Their PROTEST is NOT valid. It ~ ronnie romero, laoag city 
me going. Seeing my family to- only shows their TRUE colors. 
Si Kuya Jess! Tiwala langsa pag- gether helps me keep my sanity. kunyari concemed sila sa Bayan. their protest not valid. dey have 
mamahal Niya! 8 мапуп de Jesus, Parañaque — Rodolfo Cabacang, Limay, dis compliance to Joma to remit 
— Rommel, Marikina я > Batoan their pork ford armed struggle. 
Andyan pa rin ang San Miguel how cud they do that if their PADF 
my family, especially my kids. Beer! Ü то сог contradicts their stand of js cut? 
—Gary Teh, Manila —Richmond Uy, QUEZON CITY abolishing d pork barrel system.  —edgar friginal, balanga 
ыз —jimmy samonte, makati 
forme d strengths of Filipinos What keeps me going is d thought “Theis reason is valid as they know 
and cooperation. Especially ur dat God gave these 2us because по, not in times ike this. they how 2 use their funds wisely. 
farmers who are practicing us. heknewWecansurpassallof should be sensitive to the feelings —trician, pribdhas, Q.C. 
tainable agriculture 2 lessen their these. oF dcommon tao. 3 
production cost. Anabelle Oplenia, Surigao —GaryTeh, Manila Pork barrel may it be a huge 


raland that God is always in 
control. Whatever our problem 
is, Jesus is with us. 


‘Jean Yasol, Bohol 


dren. becoz dey make me realize 
dati can do something 2 im- 
prove their lives. after all 
they're our responsibility. 
—Kai D. Ledesma, Tagum City 


What keeps me going is my faith 
that 1 day, the Philippines can re- 
cover from this crisis & an honest. 
president shall rule ke d late ra- 

mon magsaysay. 

—Daisy Reyes, Tayabas, Quezon 


Legaspi City 


(from 3! 


insuleto injury, instead of со, Ramon Magsaysay Jc, being able to recover froma | —LYRARUTHCLEMENTE- | readersadvocate@ inquirercom.ph 
putting together a team etc.tothrowtheirhatsinto pregnancy before embarking CHUA,M.D., | Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include their 
of candidates who could the presidential race. En the next; oftentimes she chair, Women'sAdvocacy | complete address and telephone or pager number or e-mail 
have helped her avertthe —FRANKWENCESLAO will need artificial means of Commiteeand | address for verification purposes. The Inquirer will not pub- 
бш mess she came up  MindanaoArenue, Q.C, contraception to achieve this. pastpresdent Philippine | lish any leter unless informaron is supplied- 
with one whose members Philippines Unwanted or unplanned preg- ‘OB-GYN Society 

pening or will happen istempe- — —Dominico S. Digamon, shud have their pork barrel uncut. no—naghihirap ang bansa, 


Let trapos take d cut! 
— Willie Somabes, QC 


Having a regular job dat will sup- 


those people who show honesty & their decision. para silang sex 
amy inspiration are d streetchil- courage despite r present situation. bomb—laban laban o bawi bawi. 
Determination & Faith thatthis —paul ganaban, bacolod 


hardship in life wil soon be over. 
— Romel Tabug, Manila 


Some militant 
list representa! 
have protested the cut 
in their pork barrel 

5 miltion 
вася to just 10 million 
pesos each). Is their 
protest valid or not? 


Eves 


single them out. 


esos  —mafla garci 


yes their protest is valid. bcoz 
like other representatives, they 
were also elected & unless all 
pork 4 every congressmen were 
reduced, its just so unfair to 


tanauon city 
Protest is VALID because 1) they 


cuses no one—its a test and chal- 
lenge oftheir nationalism and pa- 
triotism, their battle cry. 


amount or not, if not spent & used; 
‘the welfare of the poor, then the 
poor will suffer and not get what 

is due them. Government officials 
should prioritize people and not 
their pockets 2b maximized, 
—chie santos, porariaque city 


protest not valid. their protest isa 
‘classic example of succumbing 2 
dirty politics. b they shout for 
abolition, now dey shout retention. 
—ROGER ZAMORA, BUTUAN CITY 


Yes their protest is valid. Their pork 
barrel is actually a fund to balance 
the inadequate resources specifi- 
cally directed to their sectors. 

— pete, makati 
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ЕР women 


y Сайа BR Gomez i 
EDI Visayas Bureau. | 
Ez 
BACOLOD CITY—Three of thd four Negros women who 
‘Said they were turned sex slaves in Sabah, Malaysia, have 
returned to the country. 


But only Elena (not her real evening. “We worked from 1 pm. to 


* name) retumed to Negros Occiden- 2 am. and some nights there were 
tal on Sunday as the two others бе. four to five customers,” she sad, 
cided to stay in Manilainthemean- Ѕһе said customers paid 180 

£ ime because they were ashamed of ringgits for three hours as shown 
What they had gone through. in receipts she showed to re- 

ТА: The three said they would file porters on Sunday night, and 300 

шүре: against those responsible for ringgits for overnight work. 

‘fquming them into sex slaves, includ- Elena said they ended up with- 

‘ing the three recruiters from Manila, ош pay due to many deductions. 


Among them was the 15 ringgits 
а day for housing, on top of de- 
ductions for food and electricity. 

"If we refused to work we were 
fined 500 to 1,000 ringgits and ifa 
customer complained that the girl 
who serviced him smelled, she 
would also be fined,” she said. One 
ringgit is equivalent to P14.83. 

‘They also had to pay for their 
pills as well as the condoms of 
their customers. Those who got 
sexually transmitted disease were 
made to pay for their medicines. 

‘Unable to bear their condition, 
Elena secretly sent а text message 
to Negros Occidental Vice. Gov. 
Isidro Zayco and asked for help. 
Zayco, in tum, sought the assis- 
tance of Rep. Ignacio Arroyo Jr 
(Negros Occidental, Sth District) 
because the women came from his 
istrict. 

‘Arroyo then sought the help of 
Malaysian officials who sent their 
police in search of the Negrenses. 

‘The Malaysian police then con- 
‘ducted nightly raids on their brothel 
for about a week in search ofthem. 

During the raids, their employer 
hid them in a locked room. But the. 
police operations were bad for 
business so their employer decided 
to release them and gave them 
tickers to return to the Philippines. 

Elena “said the women who 
мете left behind wanted to be 
rescued too but some of them 
were ashamed to tell heir family 
what happened to them. 

"tis not true that the others do 
not want tobe rescued, she said, 


Among those to be included in 
the charges were their recruiters 
identified as Lorna and Francis 
Villanueva and Joan Bacago who 

brought the women to Sabah. 
зву may also include in the 
eharges the owner ofthe brothel in 

“Sabah identified only as Michael 
«and Alex, both Malaysians but of 

Chinese descent and the Filipinos 
sunder their employ who helped 
S force them into prostitution- 
ть Elena, 27 and a native of Isabela 

‘town, Negios Occidental, said the 

Villanueva couple recruited them in 

“August to work as receptionists at a 

karaoke bar for $300 a month. Fran- 
"dis, she added, was from ойо. 

"But when they got to Sabah, 
she added, they learned that they 
‘were to be made prostitutes. 

said they wept and begged 
not to be made to service clients 
; but were not allowed to leave. 

‘They said there are four Filip- 

ina pimps at the brothel. One of 
„бет was a woman from Iloilo 
ipamed Malou, who made sure 
айе, 20 Filipino women working 

there did not escape. 
жу OF the 20 women kept in the. 
‘brothel, four were minors. wo 
"were from ойо and the rest were. 
Cim Manila, Zambonga and 
“General Santos Су, said Elena. 

', She said Malou hurt, slapped 
рй fisted the women who re 
fused to take on customers but 

did not hurt the lllonggas be- 
, cause they fought back. 
Elena said they were only fed а 

jal per day and only in the 


7 Abra folk start drive 
- to bring home OFW 


BAGUIO CITY—Residents of 
^, Abra have started an online pe- 

tition to repatriate a female 
OFW who died in Saudi Arabia 
on Aug. 2. 

‘The body of Onesima “On- 
ing” Afos Рибо, originally 
7 from La Paz town here, cannot 
1 be brought home because her 

employer cannot be found, 

About 170 people have al- 
{ ready signed the petition fea- 

tured in wwwabrenian.com 
galling for the Department of 
‘foreign Affairs to repatriate 
-xPudol's body. 

“We are willing to bring 
home Oning from Manila to La 
Paz but only DFA can help us in 
bringing her бот Saudi to 
Manila,” said La Paz Mayor Is- 
rael Benos, 

Ветоз said Oning’s two 
children, who have gone to col 
ege through their mother's re- 
mitance, have not been at- 
tending school now thinking 
about their mother’s fate. 

Pudol worked as a dress- 
maker in Saudi since 1992. Her 
original employer married, 
leaving Pudol to her new boss 


who, it turned out, refused to 
pay her. 

She sought the help of the 
Philippine Oversees Labor ОЁ 
fice (Polo) in Saudi Arabia in 
May in filing a case against her 
mew employer for nompay- 
ment of wage. 

‘But while waiting forthe de- 
cision last July, Pudol suffered 
а stroke and was in а coma 
‘when the decision was handed 
inher favor, 

‘The problem now is that the 
police cannot find her employ. 
еу Bernos said. 

'Pudol's cousin also said а 
Philippine embassy offical in 
Saudi had told them that if the 
employer would not be located 
they would have to seek the 
help of the Saudi officials tore- 
lease the body form the 
morgue, 

They would have to raise 
8,000 Saudi rials for the release. 

The letter, entitled "Bring 
Oning Home," asked Foreign 
Secretary Alberto Romulo to 
facilitate the repatriation of 
Pudol's body, Frank Cimatu, 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau. 


1 


Nestor P Burgos Jr. 
Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—Policeaneesed a butcher believed 
to be one of four suspects who robbed and Killed 

‚ atelevsion news anchor in lilo City. 

1. Ateam of the Mandurriao District police sta- 
tion and the Criminal Investigation and Detec- 

tion Group (CIDG) arrested Jessie Jamili, 25, 

at his house in Barangay Taft North in Mandur- 

Пао District past midnight Monday. 

Police recovered two 12-gauge shotguns 
and several bullets in a cluster of banana trees 
near Jamili's house. 

Insp. Donde Deocampo, Mandurriao police 
chief, said they believed one of the guns was 
used in the shooting of Christopher Misajon, 
29, news anchor in the Ratsada news pro- 
gram pf GMA-6 уро. 


Supt. Jose Jorge 


Lam, Thursday in 


iets need ЕЗ ый ЫМ 
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Senior Supt. Policarpio Segubre, lloilo City 
police director, said Jamili was identified by 
Misajon’s companion Ма. Theresa Bacabac as 
among those who attacked them, 


| Suspect in TV anchor's slay held 
| 


Mandurriao District, The robbers took two cel- 
lular phones and Р500 cash from the victims. 
"The victims were on their way to Jaro District 
and took a shortcut through a dirt road where the 
robbers approached the car that they were riding. . 
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JOB m— 
A boy turns to the parking area of a fast food chain in Davao City, washing cars and motorcycles, for income to рау for some of his school needs, 


Ex-assemblyman found murdered in Pampanga town 


олсе to show him that fishponds 
thrived in lahar. 

Cervantes also tapped the help 
of former Agriculture Secretary 
Leonardo Montemayor. 

‘Bureau of Fisheries and Aquat- 
ic Resources personnel were 
among those who went to the 
wake on Monday. 

Rosalina, the widow of Ger- 
vantes, said the killing occurred 


loron Oct. 1, 1995—now known 
as the Cabalantian 
tragedy—Cervantes briefly set- 
led їп an evacudtion center in 
Arayat, 

His son Teodoro said his father 
retumed less than a year later 
and began rehabilitating his fish- 
ponds. This inspired farmers in 
Cabalantian to résume agricul- 
tural activities amid the harsh en- 


BACOLOR, ^ Pampangi—The 
murder of former Assemblyman 
Jose Cervantes on Sunday shat- 
tered the peace in Barangay Са- 
balantian as residents prepared 
tocommemorate the 9th anniver- 
sary of the town's burial by Mt. 
Pinatubo's lahar on Oct 1. 
Cervantes, hailed as the 
country’s outstanding farmer 
during the 1970s, was found 


stab wounds in his body, two of 
which were near his heart. The 
suspect apparently used an ice 
pick. 

Farmers in Cebalantian and 
other Bacolor villages rushed to 
his house'on Monday to join the 
mourning. 

Augusto Baluyut, former 
agriculture director Ín Central 
Luzon and brother-inlaw of 


sprawled dead inside the bath- Cervantes, sald the victim vironment, on the heels ofa land dispute that 
room of his house on Zone 6 helped farmers revive their  Mustering support for dis. her husband recently won. 
here. lands. placed farmers, Cervantesinvited Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Lu- 


Police reported finding seven After lahar submerged Baco- former President Fidel Ramos зоп Desk 


Ex-cop 
tagged in 
kidnap 
slain 


BUTUAN CITI—A re- 
шей police official 
who was indicted for 
being the alleged пах. 
termind of a kidnap- 
ping group here was 
slain on Sunday night. 

Senior Supt. Efren 
Anggo, ciy police 
chief, said the victim, 
former police Insp. 
Roland Berleso, was i j 


stabbed to death b 3 
ssallantnear his Find out às Beng, 
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Тэ 


lone assailant near his. 
residence in Baran- 
gay Libertad here. 

Barleso's house is 
just їп front of the. e 
Westem Police Will Billy Mamaril, 
Precinct. : 

“The suspect, who з ; 
fled on foot, re- te ish 
mained at large. 

Anggo said he could 

discount the possi- 
hy that Barleso's 
own men were behind. 
theliling. Franklin 
Caliguid, PDI Min- 
danao Bureau 
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aestas 


Corpuz, CIDG regional 


chiefs said they also had witnesses who could n 
identify che firearms used in the shooting and E 
the remaining suspects. 

"The police are set to file robbery and ho 
cide charges against the suspects, said Corpuz, 

"The (case) is about 90 percent solved,” 
Segubre told reporters. 

Misajon and Bacabac were attacked around. 
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Л operatives stalked | 
‘Davao, say PNP execs 


Л 
By Jeffrey Tupas danao. He, however, did not danao said the suspected Л 
PDI Mindanao Bureau elaborate. members have also been train- 
Early this month, the Ingum- ing local rebels on the manufac- 
DAVAO CITY—At least foursus- ex reported Л activitiesin Cen- ture of bombs using car batter- 
-pected Jemaah Islamiyah oper- tral Mindanao, particularly in. ies. 
“Btives had sneaked intothiscity areas supposed to be con- Тће report came while lead- 
“days before the visit of Presi- trolled by ће гере! group Moro ers of MILF called on their mem- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo last Islamic Liberation Front bers to be vigilant against the 
siwee, MILF). possible entry of JI operatives in 
© Gol Eduardo del Rosario, pono oeo their areas following the deadly 
"commander of the Task Force Police intelligence attack on the Australian Em- 
Davao, said they received re- The report, based on policein- bassy in the Indonesian capital 
sports about the presenceoftheJ! tellipence, said the JI with for. of Jakarta. 
members days before the Presi- eign and local members, was * Del Rosario said the J's terror 
vents visit here for the Min- planning to bomb either or both plans were thwarted by surveil- 
тепло Business Conference on the cities of Davao and General lance and early action. 
“Sept. 16. Santos. He said the JI members left a УЫЛДЫРЫК 
Не said the suspected terror. — Am intelligence officer of the day after Ms Arroyo's visit to the 97 
"ists came from Central Min- police office in Central Min- ae 
й DNG GONZALESPOI MINDANAO BUREAU 
WEALTH IN TRASH 
scrap materiais collector tales reston a 
sidewalk in Davao City after scouring the city's 
Streets for trash that could translate into income. 


Davao City 
trash end up 
in Davao Gulf 


DAVAO CITY—Mountains of garbage from 
Davao City have been swamping the nearby 
island of Samal, less than 2 km away, threat- 
ening marine life in the Davao Gulf. 

“Everyday, we are confronted by mounds of 
floating garbage from the sea," Island Garden 
City of Samal Mayor Rogelio Antalan said in 
an environment summit here 

"Wespend several hours a day just cleaning 
them up," he added. 

Antalan said the garbage come from Davao 
City and reach as far as the Talikud Island sev- 
eral kilometers away. 

“Lately, were thinking of deploying boats 
to clean garbage up. But when will this 
garbage dumping end?” he said. 

Davao City Councilor Leonardo Avila said the 
city has been waging a war against garbage, by 
leading a clean up drive along 60 km of the city 
coastline but despite the 40 dump trucks col- 
Jecting garbage in the city everyday, some of the 
trash sil find their way to the water. 

"Which only comes to show that problems 
about the environment cannot just be treated 
їп isolation" said Jose María Lorenzo Tan, 
president of the World Wild Fund Phils. 

Тап said the whale that was beached on the 
shores of Talomo District here earlier this year 
had swallowed plastic bags coming from six 
countries in the world, showing how the 
garbage you throw in Vietnam or Thailand 
can finaly find their way here. 

Plastics found in the belly of the long man 
beak whale discovered beached in Talomo in 
February this year came from as far as Singapore, 
‘Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia and Hong Kong. 

Since this whale species is not a migrating. 
type, it was the plastics that found their way 
to the Davao Gulf to the whale, and not the 
other way around, Tan said. 

Sixteen towns and five cities, including 
Davao, surround the Davao Gulf, one of the 
country’s 10 largest fishing grounds. 

"Tan Said 10 species of whales and dolphins 
live here, and so do leatherback turtles and the 
dugongs (sea cows), listed among the world's 


e Silde-up opening ; Threatened species In te Convention on the 


emational Trade of Endangered Species. 


уо А camera with, 1 ü Germelina Lacorte, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
* 65,536 color TF waren + Balangiga clash 
_* Voice clarity & speakerph: remembered today 


By Vicente S. Labro 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


TACLOBAN CITY—Hundreds are expected to 
flock to Balangiga, Eastern Samar to attend the 
commemoration rites for the 103rd anniver- 
‘sary of the Balangiga Encounter of 1901 when 
revolutionaries almost wiped out the Ameri- 
сап detachment based in the coastal town. 

"The celebration will be simple, said Norma 
Morante, Department of Tourism director for 
Eastern Visayas. 

"The commemoration program would be 
held this morning at the municipal plaza 
where the Pé-milion Balangiga Encounter 
Movement and Memorial Library designed Бу 
national artist Napoleon Abueva now stands. 

5 д "The memorial depicts the scene when the 
Soft-slide phone with flash camera. 199 
р hé the American soldiers, with life-size statues 
and a replica of the church belfry, among oth- 

р ав 
Just touch ít lightly and experience the soft-slíde opening. Enjoy no жек ыш ймы йы 
a high resolution camera with flash and a revolutionary noise- central elementary school, which would be 
cancelling speakerphone. It is engineering at its smoothest. ae officials, high 

Easter Samar Rep. Marcelino Libanan, East- 
ет Samar Gov. Ben Evardone, and Balangiga 

Ines Corpo ji ior, Я Avenue Greenhills Моя, com. [eund nes be in 
as No. 72 ООО. Balangiga to welcome guests and visitors. 
vail Duet Г Considered as the “worst single defeat" of 
Register SAMSUNG Pr зело win a SAMSUNG Digital Cemcerder Te juin teat the Americans during the Philippine-American. 
“and Win fin н сий. War, the Balangiga Encounter was participated 
r Oti) Ры t teen Y їп by some 500 residents of Balangiga who 
bravely fought the well-armed Americans. 
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Indons make most of porous RP border 


From page Al 


sands of Indonesians who have 
migrated to Mindanao, and 
many go back and forth across 
the maritime border with im- 
punity. 

Justaboutanything that can be. 
bought cheaply їп Indone- 
sia—from pirated DVDs to ceram- 
ic floor tiles and even exotic 
birds—is smuggled into Min- 
danao. 

More worrying for Wagwag, 
pirates also sail these seas and 
they are often better armed and 
equipped than the Coast 
Guard, 

‘These days, thinly stretched lo- 
cal security forces are also under 
pressure to keep a watchful eye 
оп a more deadly import—Mus- 
lim militants from Indonesia. 

‘The links between Mindanao 
and the Southeast Asian militant 
group Jemaah Islamiyah (Л) 
were highlighted once more by 
reports that one of the two main 


——————ÁÓÓ 


suspects in the recent bombing 
outside the Australlan Embassy 
in Jakarta had trained їп Central 
Mindanao. 

Security officials believe hun- 
dreds of JI operatives have used 
Mindanao as a training base and 
refuge, drawn by its lawless jun- 
gles and mountains where four 
Separate Moro rebel groups have 
setup bases, (See related story im 
‘Across the Nation, Page А16.) 

Tracking down the militants 
has been made more difficult by 
their apparent links with ele- 
ments of the Moro Islamic Libera- 
tion Front, the main rebel group 
in Mindanao. 


Blending 

But the JI militants are also 
able to blend in with thousands of 
Indonesians who have made Mi 
danao their home. 

Officials say there are 10,000 
to 15,000 Indonesians in Min- 
danao, most of them concentrat- 
ed on islands off the coast, in vil- 
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AN INDONESIAN born in the Philippines shows the Indonesian flag 


Cotabato. 


lages around cities such as Gener- 
al Santos and Davao, and in the. 
plains of South Cotabato, 

More than 5,000 Indonesians 
cast their votes in the first round 
of Indonesian presidential elec- 


to children in a makeshift classroom in a coastal village in Glan, South 


вле 


tions in July, although only a 
handful of Indonesian residents 
are considered legal aliens under 
Philippine lav. 

Indonesia has been a cheap 
source of farm labor since the 


i А" 
о! 


1920s when illegal migrants from peddling grains, pirated discs, 
North Sulawesi worked in coconut kerosene and diesel. 
plantations and rice mills in Min- — "I can get a 4liter container of 
danao. Many also served asdomes- kerosene for less than half of the 
tic helpers, Later many were em going prices here,” Mendumba 
in the tuna industry. told Reuters, “But I can only bring 
Mindanao is viewed as а in small amounts because my 
promised land by Indonesians boatis small.” 
from remote parts of North Su-  Mendumba has two boats, op- 
lawesi"Lifeis much, much better erated by his two sons, that shut- 
here,” said Mamasi Mendumba, tle between Mindanao and In- 
wholefthishomeon Sangirisland donesids Sangir island, а 14- 
off North Sulawesi in 1966 aftera hour trip in fair weather. 
powerful volcanic eruption, Numerous moves over the 
"Were better off here because years to get the Indonesians to 
їз easy to find а job and the pay register or send them home have 
is much higher than in Indone- failed. 


sia,” he added, Immigration officer Emesto 
Mercado said the Philippine gov- 
Only onehome ernment had no clear policy on 


For Indonesians with an en- how to deal with the growing 
trepreneurial spirit, opportuni- number of undocumented In- 
ties abound in Mindanao. donesians. 

Cheap consumer products “These people have nowhere 
from North Sulawesi are brought to go home to in Indonesia," Mer- 
in by Philippine-born Indone- cado said. “They know only one 
sians operating small boats, hop- home—thar’s here in Min- 
ping from one island to another danao.” Reuters 


Early gov’t retirement plan backed, whacked 


From page at 

Two party-list representatives 
arealso against the program aimed 
at downsizing the bureaucracy. 

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile yester- 
daysaid he wanted the early retire- 
ment plan to target top officials 
rather than the rank-and-file given 
the“top-heavy bureaucracy.” 

‘About 33,000 employees, or 3 
percent of the 1.1-million-strong 
bureaucracy, are expected to 
avail themselves of the program, 
according to Rep. Joey Salceda. 
Each would get an average retire- 
ment benefit of P909,000 (P30 
billion divided 33,000). 

"The bonanza isin addition to the 
regular retirement package granted 
by the Government Service Insur- 
ance System (GSIS). Public school 
teachers, policemen and soldiers 
are excluded from the program, 

In a statement, the Depart- 
‘ment of Budget and Management 
clarified the report that P1 mil- 
lion would be given to every gov- 
ernment employee as part of the 
early retirement package. 

“Idon'tknow where they got the. 
P1 million per retiree figure. Ав far 
as the rationalization program is 
concemed, itis not yet known how 
much each retiree will get; defi- 
nitely it will not be PI million,” 
Secretary Emilia Boncodin saic 

Boncodin seid the retirement 
benefit would depend on the em- 
ployees salary and the number of 
years they had served. Those who 


do not meet the requirements, 
she said, would receive a mini- 
mum incentive of P30,000. 

“If we will give PL million as a 
retirement package to each em- 
ployee affected by the rationaliza- 
Чоп plan, it would be unfair to 
those employees who have served 
the government longer than the 
new employees,” she said. 

Moreover, Boncodin said, the 
package was not open to all em- 
ployees, but “only those em- 
ployed in departments or agen- 
cies whose functions are redun- 
dant or no longer relevant.” 

"Тре affected employees may al- 
so opt to be transferred to another 
government agency she sad, 

Boncodin said there was no es- 
timate yet on the number of em- 
ployees to be affected by the plan 
because it was voluntary. 

Neophyte Sen. Manuel Roxas 
1 said he would endorse the plan 
“as long as it would generate real 
savings, as advertised by budget 
planners.” 

‘The plan should also call for a 
“strict freeze on the hiring of new 
government employees in order 
to fully preserve the cost sav- 
ings,” he said, 

Already, a third of the national 
budget goes to the salaries of gov- 
ernment officials and employees, 
one of the highest such alloca- 
tions inthe region, 

Personnel services (government 
salaries) accounted for 66 percent 


of the gross domestic product in 
2001—compared with 1.8 percent 
in Indonesia (1997), 52 percent in 
Malaysia (1997), 53 percent in Sin- 
gaporeand 59 percentin Thailand. 


Makes sense 

Roxas said the retirement plan 
“makes a lot of sense from the 
point of view ofa businessman. 

“Even if the government bor- 
rows 50 percent of the P30 billion 
(needed to fund the plan), or P15 
billion at 10-percent interest, it 
would still be a sound investment 
since the money would be gener- 
atinga 25-percent return in terms 
ofcost savings,” he said. 

The GSIS has set aside P15 bil- 
lion forthe program, while the na- 
tional government will get the bal- 
ance of P15 billion from a $300-mil- 
lion loan from the World Bank. 

Under the plan, employees who 
served at least 40 years would get 
the equivalent of a month's pay per 
year of service, while those who 
served less than 40 years would get 
75 percent of their monthly рау, 
and those with less than 20 years 
would get 50 percent. 

"Employees affected by the ra- 
tionalization plan who may wish 
to retire will get the regular re- 
tirement package from ће GSIS 
plus an incentive package which 
will be paid for by the national 
government,” Boncodin said. 

"The retirement package is part 
of President Macapagal-Arroyo's 


commitment inher State of the Na- 
tion Address in July “to reengineer 
government and provide silver 
parachutes for redundant offices.” 
Ms Arroyo also wants a "lean. 
and mean bureaucracy” — - 


Сир of hemlock 

Ferdinand бане, president of 
the Confederation for Unity 
Recognition and Advancement of 
Government Employees 
(Courage), said the retirement 
package was “a cup of hemlock, 
mota silver parachute.” 

"The figures being dangled 
тау look enticing at first, but 
once an employee has availed 
himself of it, only then will the 
truth be known. The early retire- 
ment plan of the administration 
is abalt—a sugarcoated bitter pill 
meant to retrench the personnel 
of the bureaucracy and abandon 
basic social services," Gaite said 
inastatement. 

He assailed the plan to tap the 
GSIS for the early retirement 
package. “The mismanagement 
and fund abuse issues raised 
against GSIS with Winston Garcia 
at its helm have yet to be settled, 
now government will once again 

its hands into our funds.” 

Galte recalled what happened to 
employees of the former Metropoli- 
tan Waterworks and Sewerage Sys- 
tem, Economic Intelligence and In- 
vestigation Bureau and National 
Power Corp. who availed them- 


selves of early retirement packages. — In the Senate, Enrile told re- 

Upto now, the workers had yet porters the government should 
to receive their benefits in full retire “people in the higher eche- 
"while some had yet to receive lons” and that undersecretaries 
their retirement pay, according to and assistant secretaries “should 
the Courage official bethefirstto go. 

Inthe House of Representatives, — "I support the thinning out at 
рапуйи Вер, Ша Maza the top because these people can 
(Gabriela) said the early retire- easily find a job, or can be 
‘ment plan would force highly qual- self-employed ог be „еп 
ified women to transfer to private trepreneurs not the rank-and-file 
firms or rerurn о domesticwork. ^ who require their jobs to sustain 

‘Maza said the plan, along with their families," Enrile said. 
labor contractualization, mustbe The opposition senator noted 
resisted because it would spell that when he was in the defense, 


disaster for workers. justice and finance departments, 
only two undersecretaries were 
Salary increase assigned there and this was 


For his рап, party-list Вер. Re- enough. 

mato Magrubo (Partido ng Mang- — If officials are made to retire, 
gagawa) said the proposed they should not be rehired as hap- 
reengineering package should in- pened at Napocor, “which only in- 
stead be realigned to increase the creased the burden of govern- 
salaries of state workers ment," Enrile said. 

Magtubo said that for the gov- — Roxas said the retirement plan 
emment to achieve an efficient should have clear and definite 
bureaucracy it should motivate guidelines. 
its workers by paying them well “We have to ensure fairness. 
and inculcating in them the val- We have to avoid favoritism, dis- 
ues of competence and efficiency. crimination and all sorts of prob- 

"The governments proposed re- lems that might bug the imple- 
tirement package is a sound offer, mentation of the plan,” he said in 
butifitis aimed atthe efficiency of a statement. 
the bureaucracy, Ms Arroyo is do- Roxas said the government 
ingitthe wrong изу” hesaid, should ensure "balance" in the re- 

Magnibo said the package tirement plan. "We might end up 
should be voluntary and not selec- retiring a lot of brilliant civil ser- 
tive. He said it was wrong to ex- vants and keeping the mediocre 
empt public school teachers, police- ones" With reports from Martin 
‘menand soldiers fromtheoffer. R Marfil and Norman Bordadora 


DepEd blinks, to correct errors in history book 


From page Al 


rect reported errors in a history 
textbook being used by second 
year bigh school students, 

"They also turned conciliatory 
toward Marian School academic 
supervisor Antonio Calipo Go, 
who had placed a newspaper ad 
оп Sept. 20 alleging 431 errors in 
the 316-page “Asya: Noon, Ngay- 
on at sa Hinaharap (Asia: Then, 
Now and in the Future)." 

“In the interest of truth and 
fairness, if there are mistakes or 
inaccuracies that need to be cor- 
rected, we are willing to do 
(thar)," Education Secretary Flo- 
rencio Abad announced ata news 
conference yesterday. 

He distributed copies of his let- 
ter inviting Go to share with De- 
partment of Education officals 
the 82-page list of errors he had 
compiled. 

Abad wrote: "We believe it 
would be meaningful and produc- 


tive for us to meet and discuss your 
alleged list of errors of fact or inter- 
pretation in the book, so that the 
Department of Education can take 
action on them, if warranted.” 

Until Friday, officials were 
adamant about admitting that a 
DepEd-approved textbook could 
contain so many mistakes. 

‘The authors—Dr. Teofista Vi- 
vas, Evelina Viloria and Ruth 
Fuentes (the fourth, Remedios 
Quiray, is deceased)—had said 
Go “manufactured or fabricated” 
the alleged errors, 

Yesterday, neither Abad nor 
Undersecretary Juan Miguel Luz 
reiterated their earlier accusation 
that Go had “malicious intent.” 


Correction notes 

But no way would DepEd re- 
call the textbook’s 1.14 million 
copies in some 5,000 public high 
schools, History textbooks were 
due for replacement in October 
2005 anyway, the officials said. 


“You can imagine [that] recall- 
ing them would be quite imprac- 
tical” Abad pointed ош. Just 
sending out teaching notes would 
be a better way of [making the 
corrections)" he said, 

Reached by phone, Go said the 
DepEd's move was "a good sign." 
Buthe said he would still demand 
an apology forthe accusation that 
ће had first tried to sell the list of 
errors to the publishers, Vibal Pub- 
lishing and SD Publication. 

“Asya: Noon, Ngayon at sa Hi- 
naharap” was approved by 
DepEd in 1997, 1999 and 
2001—before Abad, Luz and Un- 
dersecrerary Fe Hidalgo, who is 
now in charge of the review, as- 
sumed office. 

‘Abad said he was open to the 
idea of reviewing all public 
school textbooks." don't see why 
we shouldn’tdo i, ifthe same ob: 
servations are presented to us,” 
he sai 

Не admitted that after à curso- 


‘Condom king’ undaunted by Church 


From page Al 


behind are you?" Government es- 
timates were usually lower than 
the actual figures, he stressed, be- 

з part of the stage of de- 


In the Philippines, the De- 
partment of Health’s HIV-AIDS 
registry shows only 2,121 per- 
sons living with AIDS 
(PLWAs)—a third of them over- 
seas Pilipino workers, particu- 
larly seafarers. International 
health agencies, however, say 
the real figures could be three 
times as high as the official 
count. 

If only because of this, 
Mechai said, citizens, especially 
the PLWAs, should stop looking 


to government for action, and 
start community initiatives. 
"Forget about the government," 
he said. “Action has to come 
from within ... leadership will 
have to соте from somewhere 
else" 


Education drive 

He said the key to rooting out 
HIV-AIDS was to educate peo- 
ple, including children, and 
then actively involving them in 
the campaign. 

Tn the past, he had launched. 
condom-blowing  — contests 
among schoolchildren, who 
were later tasked with teaching 
those in the lower grades about 
HIV-AIDS and distributing con- 
doms to households in the 


provinces. 

Im his country, Mechai said, 
taxi drivers in the capital are 
given condoms to offer to pas- 
sengers, specifically those 
bound for the red light district. 
He said the cabbies are also giv- 
еп tapes on HIV-AIDS that they 
could play during the ride. 

His suggestion: “Involve taxi 
and jeepney drivers here. We 
need everyone, not just health 
officials. Anyone who can affeet 
behavior must be involved or 
else it will be a health disaster 
that even the doctors will not be. 
able to handle." 

More recently, Mechai said, а 
Citizens National AIDS Commit- 
tee was formed in his country to 
ensure that the promises made 


LL ананна ан 


ry review of the book in question, 
DepEd officials found one “major 
mistake." He did not say what it 
was, But he promised that his of- 
fice would “look not Just [into] 
the book itself but [also into] the 
process that went into its [ap- 
роу)" 


History repeats 

Even so, Bayan Muna party-list 
Rep. Satur Ocampo has asked the 
Presidential Anti-Graft Commis- 
sion to investigate the officials 
who evaluated and approved the 
book. 

Ocampo, a former journalist 
said these officials should be 
treated like suppliers of substan- 
dard military helmets and materi- 
als for public works projects. In 
fact, he said, instructional tools 
that feed schoolchildren the 
wrong information caused 
longer-lasting damage to the 
country. 

‘The lawmaker claimed that the 


stand 


by Thai Prime Minister Thaksin 
Shinawatra during the 15th In- 
ternational AIDS Conference in 
Bangkok in July were fulfilled. 

‘Among other things, he said, 
Thaksin pledged to provide 
medical treatment for all 
PLWAs, and to treat all drug 
users with HIV-AIDS as patients, 
mot criminals, 

He urged Filipinos to form a 
similar group to monitor the re- 
al HIV-AIDS situation 
here—check the accuracy of 
statistics and the "human rights 
condition" among PLWAS. 

"We don't need political pow- 
e" Mechai said, "just [rhe pow- 
er of] information so we can tell 
the government what is really 
happening.’ 


problem of public school text- official textbook evaluators, had 
books laden with mistakes should committed “grave negligence." 
have been completely remedied Тһе committee did not recom- 
as early as 1996, when the first mend the filing of criminal 
such reports surfaced during the charges against the education of- 
10th Congress. ficials, Ocampo recounted, only 

He recounted that, after sever- because then Secretary Ricardo 
al public hearings on those initial Gloria issued an apology and or- 
complaints, the Housecommittee dered the pullout of 36 ti 
fon education established that found to have “glaring errors” in 
‘members of the Instructional Ma- facis, grammar, concepts and il 
terials Council, che department's lustrations. 


Zydus Research Centre to Benefit Filipino Patients 


With the recent Vend а: Research and Development (R&D) in Inda 
and its crucial role in the global pharmaceutical industry, prices of 
‘medicines are expected to go down In the very near future to benefit 
more patients inthe Philippines. 


ZYDUS CADILA, currently India's fourth largest pharmaceutical company 
‘and one of the leading investors in research, wil very soon partner with а 
reputable natonal company h the Philippines to launch its present range of 
quality products at afordable prices. 


Firm in its bel that research is the key to success of any pharmaceutical 
organization, Zydus invests 7.5% of is tumover on R&D of which a 
significant amount has been spent on creating the world-class ZYDUS 
RESEARCH CENTRE (ZRC). A team of 180 research scientists are 
actively engaged in research in various disciplines of pharmaceutical 
sciences. ZRC aims lo be the most admired pharmaceutical research 
center for innovation in № science dedicated to alleviating human 
sufferings. ALZRC, ће focus is on finding innovative therapies for diseases 
affecting mankind through continuous research and development, The 
major area of research includes new molecular entes, novel drug delivery 
systems, novel processes and therapeutic proteins and Vaccine by РОМА 
technology. 


In the recent Emst & Young Global Pharmaceutical Report 2004, many 
int pharmaceutical mulinafonal companies are recognizing India аз а 
Global hub for heir manufacturing and research requirements. 
Strengthened by highly educated talent pool and large manufacturing base, 
India has the capabiliy to produce qualiy medicines with 30 lo 50 percent 
cost-saving advantage. 


However, not ай кот among the 24,000 Indian pharmaceutical companies 
сап тако It to the global league, Aware of this tremendous opportunity ib. 
be а key player in the global pharmaceutical industry, ZYDUS САЦА, 
wih USFDA and WHO-GMP approved faciles, has prepared itself by 
building strengths in research and buiding a product ротіоћо of innovative 
research products. 
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From page Al 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas Deputy 
Governor Amando Tetangco Jr. said that 
the peso “is expected to improve with bet- 
ter foreign exchange inflows starting Oc 
tober.” 


Pressure 

"Pressure came from mohth-end and 
quarter-end demand plus slightly weaker 
regional currencies," Tetangco said. 

‘The peso opened at 56.39 and depreci- 
ated throughout the day to close at the in- 
tra-day low of 56.45 to the dollar at a vol- 
ume of $155.5 million, 


Unfazed 

Malacafiang was unfazed by the contin- 
ued decline of the peso, 

е attribute this to the seasonal peak 
in demand for dealers in anticipation of 
the Christmas season,” Press Secretary Ig- 
nacio Bunye said. 

Bunye expressed optimism the peso 
would bounce back. “We expect the inflow 
of overseas Filipino workers funds during 
the last quarter which should even things 
out.” 

Traders said the peso was weighed 
down by maturing ofl payments and other 
quarter-end corporate requirements 

Currency traders said trading at the 
Philippine Dealing System in the past few 
days was adversely affected by maturing 
instruments under the Currency Risk Pro- 
tection Program (CRPP) of the BSP. 


Forward contract 

The CRPP facility is  nondeliverable 
forward contract (NDF) between the BSP 
and a commercial bank with the foreign 
exchange obligations of the latter's clients 
as the underlying transaction. 

The facility was intended to relieve the 
pressure on the spot market created by 
market players wanting to front load their 
future foreign currency requirements and 
by borrowers wanting to cover foreign 
currency obligations. 

The opening of the CRPP in December 
1997 did much to return calm to the for- 
eign exchange market in the following 

| years. Its coverage was expanded in Octo- 
ber 2000 to include ofl imports. 


Spotmarket 
However, traders said that during the 
settlement’ of maturing CRPPs, banks 
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would still have to buy from the spot mar- 
ket. They said a lot of those instruments 
were maturing in recent days, thus adding 
tothe demand for the greenback. 


Hedge 

One trader said a big portion of the ma- 
turing CRPPs was meant to hedge against 
rising oil prices. 

“Remember that the country's oil bill 
has doubled. Last year, the oil price was 
only at $24-$27 per barrel, but now it has 
reached $40-$43,” said Equitable PCI 
Bank chief dealer Marcelo Ayes, who is the 
president of the Association Cambiste In- 
ternational-Philippine chapter. 

"Last year, | remember that the regular 
dollar requirement for oil imports was 
about $250 million. Now, this has risen to 
$400 million," Ayes said. 


Intervention unlikely 

However, he said the 56.45 support for 
the peso would likely hold, especially be- 
cause the BSP had the capability to arrest. 
the depreciation if it wanted to. Even if 
the all-time low were breached, a free fall 
was not likely to happen, he said. 

“At 46.50, the dollar has reached its 
overbought level,” Ayes said. 

He said that despite the peso deprecta- 
tion yesterday, the market did not see any 
intervention from the BSP. 

"Itdid not appear necessary because the 
depreciation was not too big,” he said. 


Investor confidence 

Luz Lorenzo, economist at ATR-Kim Eng 
Securities, said а temporary peso дерге 
ation would not harm the local corporate 
sector. 

She said the peso depreciation did not 
seem to dampen investor confidence be- 
cause the local stock market and even the 
bond market for Philippine risk were do- 
ing well. 


Rising oil prices 

Lorenzo agreed with the observation that the 
rising ой prices were а bigger factor behind the 
depreciation than the narrowing of interest rate 
differential between the Philippines and the 
United States following another 25-basis point 
utin key rates by the US Federal Reserve. 

"T believe our risk premium has nar- 
rowed significantly since the (May presi- 
dential) elections, but we can’t do any- 
thing about the rising oil prices,” Lorenzo 
said 
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Special food lanes Гог veggie ERES 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


STARTING next week, owners of 
vegetable trucks on their way to 
Metro Manila need not worry 
about spoiled produce because of 
the track ban. 

‘The Metropolitan Manila De- 
velopment Authority (MMDA) 
and the Department of Agricul- 
ture (DA) yesterday signed a 
memorandum of agreement es- 
tablishing 24-hour food lanes 
for agricultural and fishery 
products. 

‘With the food lanes, the vegetable. 
trucks would be exempted from the 


HIS HARROWING morning over, Hercule Acuña (left) smiles 
‘cousin, Cornelio Macaranas (right) who took Acuña hostage i 


yesterday. 


Slay Suspect no 


By Nancy С. Carvajal 


THE MAIN suspect in the killing of journalist 
Jose Villanueva had been in and out of jail for 
the past five years. 

Villanueva, assistant business editor of To- 
day, was stabbed in the neck inside a passen- 
ger bus in Pasay City Thursday midnight 
when he refused to give his cell phone to rob- 
bers. 

Rommel Capones 21, accused of stabbing 
Villanueva, had been charged with several 
crimes since 1996. 

He was arrested Friday afternoon while 
playing basketball on Lawaan Street, Barrio 
Santo Nino, Pasay City. 

Chief Insp. Joaquin Alva said Capones has 
several pending cases in various branches of 
the Regional Trial Court in Pasay City. Only 
last Sept. 5 , he was released after posting a 
100,000 Ьай for a robbery case. 

Alva said Capones also has a pending mur- 
der case, but was allowed bail after his lawyer 
succeeded in having the charge downgraded 
to homicide for the killing of William Chua in. 


truck ban in designated routes, 

“This is a breakthrough be- 
cause most people are unawa 
of the logistics of food transport,” 
Agriculture Secretary Arthur Yap 
said in a press conference at the 
MMDA office. 

Yap said only four percent of 
the actual price of a particular 
agricultural product goes to the 
farmers, while the rest is for 
transport and retail costs. 

DA official Salvador Salacup 
said that under the existing setup, 
trucks wait at gasoline stations in 
expressways while the ban is in 


cause of spoilage. 


Salacup said. 


danao. 


“Bofore this agreement, farm- 


stranger to jail 


Nov. 23, 2003, The suspect is also involved in 
a drug-related case pending before the Re- 
gional Trial Court Branch 116 in Pasay City 
filed in June chis year. 

Senior Insp. Joey Goforth, city police in- 
telligence chief, identified the two other 
arrested suspects as Henry Lizardo, 24. 
and Gerry Cecilio , 26, residents of Pasay 
City. 

‘They were positively identified by five wit- 
nesses: a bus passenger, the bus driver and 
conductor, a pedicab driver, and a barangay 
kagawad. 

Pasay City Chief prosecutor Francisco 
Beron said the three, who have been charged 
with robbery and homicide, could face “the 
penalty of reclusion perpetua to death” as 
provided in Article 294 of the Revised Penal 
Code. 

Lizardo and Cecilio, alleged to be mem- 
bers of the Sigue-Sigue Sputnik gang 
would also be charged with illegal posses- 
sion of explosives and deadly weapons. 
No bail had been recommended for the 
three. 


METROBRIEFS 


3 die in QC fire 
AFATHER and his two children were charred to 
death ater they were rapped inside their burning 
home early yesterday morning in Quezon Су. 
Tre victims were identified as Cesar Subilaa, 
37, his daughter Sarah, 10, and his son John Ja- 
соб, В, all of Del Monte Avenue corner Cordillera, 
Barangay Saint Peter. Initial investigation showed 
that he fire broke out from the ground floor main 
entrance of the three-story commercial and resi- 
dential apartment around 4 a.m. The ground floor 
housed Subilaga's upholstery shop. while te 
second and thira floor served as tha victims" resl- 
dence, The apartment was owned by a certain Vi- 
Cente Uy but leased by Subilaga Tho fire quickly 
Spread since combustbie upholstery materials 
were stacked inside the apartment. Firefighters 
put out the blaze after two hours, and damage 
‘was estimated at about PS milion. Investigators 
Said they have yet to determin tho exact cause of 
the fire. Some witnesses claimed that a tricycle 
parked in ront f the buiding, allegedly set on 
fire by sti unknown suspects, could have started 
the blaze. Authores were not also ruling out 
ашу electrical wiring as the cause of the fire: 
Tina G. Sanos 


Gastro kills 1, downs 9 
AWATER-BOANE disease has kiled a 13-year- 
‘ld gir and downed nine others—mostly 
chilóren—in Antipolo City since Friday, local 
health officials sald. The victims suffered trom 
gastroenteritis and amoebiasis, according to 
Dr: Alfredo Paspe J. chef ofthe Antipolo 
Community Hospital, Some of the symploris of 
the diseases Include abdominal pains and wa- 
tery wastes. И not immediately attended о, 


these eventually lead to dehydration, which in 
turn, could cause the death of a patient. The 
hospital identified the lone fatality as Marife 
Austria, 13, o Sitio Maligaya, Barangay Зап 
‘Jose, Also rushed to the hospital were Rose- 
marie Corpin, 2; Melanie Corpin, 7; Myla 
Legazpi, 14; Rizza Mae Beredo, 8 months old; 
Jay-Ann Aninuevo, 1; Alessandra Chavit, 7 
months old; Enrico Borromeo, 7 months old; 
Romel Вісото, 4; and Catherine Recto, 22. Ex- 
‘cept for Bicomo and Beredo, who are from 
Barangay San Roque, the rest are from Sitio 
Maligaya, hospital officials said, Paspe said 
some of the parents in the area had refused to 
heed the advice of local health officials ta boil 
water that they get from the well їп Stio 

Malaya, Luige del Puerto 


Cops kill б rob suspects 
POLICE and the National Ant-Kidnapping Task 
Force (NAKTF) shot and kllad six men believed 
tobe part of a robbery gang Monday night In 
Antipolo City, oticials said. The Rizal Provin- 
cial Police said the shootout took place on 
Sumulong Highway at around 6 p.m. Rizal po- 
lice chle! Senior Supt, Leocadio Santiago said 
Central Police District cops had tailed the sus- 
pects from Cubao, Quezon City, after receiving 
Teports of a possible bank robbery. "When they 
tried to accost the suspects, they sped away,” 
Santiago said. Santiago said his mon put up a 
roadblock on Sumulong Highway and "it was 
{thero} the encounter took place.” When the + 
Smoke сагай, all the suspects wore doad. A 
member of NAKTF was wounded in the leg. The 
Suspects were allegedly members of the Haso- 
Haso Group, a notorious robbery and kidnap- 
ping group Lungo A. del Puarto 


Salacup said they recorded 30 
percent of post-harvest losses be- 


“With the food lanes, we would 
be able to reduce these losses and 
increase the farmers’ income,” 


Nestor Fongwan of the North 
Luzon AgriFishing Group said 
the food lane project would pave 
the way for the continuous flow 
of vegetable supplies from the re- 
motest part of the Cordillera Ad- 
ministrative Region to Metro 
Manila, the Visayas and Min- 


relief shortly after police captured his 
ide their house in Sta. Cruz, Manila. 


ers had.to wait for the proper 
time to transport their produce 
for fear of spoilage," Fongwan 
said. 

Lyndon Tan, who represented. 
vegetable growers from Tagaytay, 
said the project would ultimately 
benefit consumers because the 
prices of vegetables could go 
down by as much as 12 percent. 

MMDA Chair Bayani Fernan- 
do said they would ensure that 
only accredited vegetable trucks 
would be given special stickers 
to prevent unscrupulous indi- 
viduals from transporting co 
traband and illegal products in- 


tothe metropolis. 

“The existence of the food 
lanes would have a minimal ef- 
fect on Metro Manila's traffic,” he 
added. 

‘The MMDA approved four al- 
ternate routes for the project, Fer- 
nando said. 

Trucks could pass from the 
NLEX to A. Bonifacio then unload 
in Balintawak, go back to А. Boni- 
facio passing through C-3, then 
left to R-10 going straight to Divi- 
soria. 

“Tricks could also pass from 
NLEX to A. Bonifacio, take а U- 
turn to Cloverleaf then right to 


What he did for love 


By Leila В, Salaverria 


'UNREQUITED love drove Come- 
lio Macaranas to hold his cousin 
hostage for four hours yesterday, 
after а weekend-long drinking 
session failed to drown his grief. 
Fortunately for both, the inci 
dent ended peacefully after 
Macaranas’ cousin, Herculano 
Acuña, managed to slip away 
when the suspect reached for a 
bottle of water as negotiations for 
his surrender with police were 
‘ongoing. Macaranas, a helper at 
ап auto supply store, was subse- 
quently grabbed by police who 
had surrounded their house. 
Macaranas held the 23-year- 
old Acuña at knife point and һай 
refused to let him out of their 
home on Old Antipolo Street. 
Nelda Golpo, who shares the 
house with the two men, both her 
cousins, said the two had been 
drinking beer since Saturday. 
Around 11 p.m. of Sunday, 
Macaranas turned silent and was 
staring off into space, she said. 


Acuña later called Golpo's at- 
tention yesterday morning, say- 
ing that Macaranas was poking a 
knife at him and had told him not 
to lezve the room. Macaranas had 
grabbed Acuña and wrapped а 
Sleeping mat around them, a 
knife pointed at his cousin's 
waist. 

Police and a Special Weapons and. 
Tactics team arrived around 8 a.m. 
to ask Macaranas to give up. Later 
the suspect indicated that he want- 
ed to speak to his mother in Surigao 
City. As he reached out for a сей 
phone and a Бопе of mineral water, 
Acuña escaped from his cousins 
ip. The suspect was immediately 
subdued by police. Macaranas ad- 
mitted that he had been upset when 
he found out that his girlfriend was 
set to many another man. 

Still dazed from the experi- 
ence, Acuña said the incident had 
fouled up his schedule for the 
week. Scheduled for a job inter- 
view yesterday at a department 
store in Cavite, he did not make it 
tothe appointment. 


Quirino Highway then right to 
Tandang Sora Avenue going to 
Katipunan straight to Libis, all ће 
way to C-5, then to the Southern 
Luzon Expressway (SLEX). 

‘The MMDA also approved the 
route from NLEX to A. Bonifacio. 
‘Trucks could take а U-tum to 
Cloverleaf then right to Quirino 
Highway, right to Tandang Sora 
‘Avenue then right to Mindanao 
Avenue, left to North Avenue to 
Elliptical Road going to Don Mar- 
iano Avenue to University Av- 
enue, straight to С.Р Garcia going 
to Katipunan straight to Libis, all 
the way to C-5 to SLEX. 


An appeal 
from Strunk 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


ROD LAUREN Strunk, husband 
of slain actress Nida Blanca, 
has asked the Court of Appeals 
to reconsider its decision deny- 
ing his petition to quash the 
murder case against him for the 
killing of his wife in November 
2001, 

Strunk, through his lawyers, 
said that the appellate court erred 
in saying that the extra-judicial 
confession of his co-accused, 
Philip Medel Jr, could be used as 
corroborative evidence against 
him. Strunk is now in the United 
States. 

The case filed almost two 
years ago in the Pasig City Re- 
gional Trial Court had not pro- 
resed, with the prosecution 
presenting, only two witnesses, 
Strunk said 

Headded that proceeding with, 
the case with “shaky evidence"! 
would be an injustice to him. 


ISUZU CARGO TRUCK 
(10W, GIGA TYPE) 


д EXE 


BLDG. 1457 ARGONAUT HIGHWAY, SUBIC BAY FREEPORT ZONE 2222 


MAIN OFFICE: (047) 252-1260 * SALES OFFIC! 


(047) 252-1320 ] 1330 * FAX: (047) 252-1259 


“REGISTER & INQUIRE ONLINE! >> www.sbmcauctions.com (info@sbmcauctions.com) 


1. Tye sporty 
E Teyr vena 

Š Enner vl maks you look qood 
Ака оларта 

Е 

| E Tayre fer Toyota 
ов 

Не 

| SERRE mio vou to телип 

|$ урша хуй ше o pare at ho Podium 
lorc EE 

p 
Ре ad 
1E So You can Go lo e oreo wingu элй wat 
[18 S2 ou can So тоте etfe йом geting mugged 
(ТЕ Бл you So rame ate, you don ташто жоу 
He Re mors aigna ter tani las 

ТЕ Goo Tor e 

ЕЯ 

НЕТА 

атт 
они 

Ж бюз исо ты тагәроа o cargos 

бше ue to pek tp chats 

Ёл шой fo ke uno e Rotter to tho et 


|... VARIA 


why you should 


26. They're very cool to drive 
27. Great for barkada trips ER 
28. Excelent for taking Aimee to cooking class Ч; 
29. Can be driven in ough road 

30. High clearance -iwas baha 

31. Сап be used to pull heavy things 
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The Toyota REVO and RAV4. Reliable. Dependable. Versatile. 


*Own one and do what you please for as low as P100,000 down payment. 
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5, RAVA 4x4 (7.89% dp) АТ 
> RAVA 4x4 (50% dp) 1,268,000 
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RAVA 4x2 (50% dp) 1,048,000 
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VARIANT 5-2,3 
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15 FINANCING DEALS: 

* Down payment foi 
P100,000 for all participating REVO 
and RAV4 variants. 

* Low monthly payments of P11,758 

» for the RAV4 4x2 for 60 months at 
^ 50% down payment. 

* Low monthly payments of P14,401 
for the RAV4 4x4 for 60 months at 
50% down payment. 

* Low monthly payments of only 
P7,014 for the REVO DLX Gas for 
60 months at 50% down payment. 

* Low monthly interest rates. 


For areas covered by Toyota Financial Services 
TOYOTA : 


FOR A TOYOTA, 60 TO TOYOTA. 


Promo period is from September 16 to 30, 2004. 
Per DT-NCR Permit No. 2067 Series of 2004. 
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Bondad relative lambasts NGAP. 


ByMusong R. Castilo каш,” said Dinah Briones, an aunt of 
Bondad, in Filipino. 

“What happened is that they (NGAP) 
did not exert enough effort to help her 
(Frances) secure her Philippine passport 
when she has all the documents that they 
required beforehand." 

Briones has been talking with NGAP 
officials since Bondad, who is an honor. 
student, received the invitation to play in. 
Puerto Rico. She added Frances was as- 
sured of an RP passport by the NGAP аз 
early as last month 

But the process has taken a long time 


ARELATIVE of Frances Bondad yeste 
day blasted the National Golf Ass 
tion of the Philippines for dropping 
the reigning RP Ladies’ champion 
from the World Amateur lineup due to 
what it said was conflict with her stud- 
iesin Australia. 

“Wes not true that the schedule f train- 
ing and the World Amateur will interfere. 
with her schooling. She was granted a 
leave from school for one and a half 
months just to play for the Philippine. 


criteria 
for coach 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


‘THE COACH of the Year award automatically 
goes to the winning mentor of the Far Eastern 
University-De La Salle showdown this Thurs- 
day for the UAAP varsity basketball champi- 
onship atthe Araneta Coliseum. 

The UAAP Board is- 
sued this darifeation 
yesterday in the wake of 
reports that there was а 
Tast-minute changein the 
criteria for the selection 
‘of the coach of the year 

"The UAAP technical 
committee had decided 
early on that the Coach 
Sd ofthe Year Award will be 
УМ given to the coach of the. 

champion team. We had 

a meeting with the Final 
Four coaches last Sept. 13 and told them about 
it" said UAAP president Danny Jose. 

"The Coach of the Year was originally picked 
by the members of the media, who were obvi- 
ously not informed of the change in the criteria 
and went on to pick University ofthe Easts Din- 
do Pumaren, who beat brother Franz by а single 
ballot, for the award. 

Dindo was even present when the ШААР hon- 
огей the league's top individual performers Sun 
day to receive the award. 

"Everyone was congratulating me already. Af- 
ter the awards, | went into the La Salle dugout 
and (my brother) Franz congratulated me, pero 
sabi ko wala pala (but said there was no award 
after ай), said Pumaren, who took all the confi- 
sion instide, 

Jose said the Board wasn't aware that media 
‘votes were cast to decide the top coach. 


PBA awaits 
DOJ ruling 
on Fil-Ams 


By June Navarro 
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THE PHILIPPINE Basketball Association said 
yesterday it would wait forthe findings of the 
Department of Justice before making a move on 
the controversial Flipino foreign players issue. 

РВА Chair Buddy Encarnado said the Board 
Governors would submit itself to the jurisdiction 
of the DOJ and abide by the decision it would 
hand down on the nine Fil-fors who allegedly 
hold spurious citizenship documents. 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonzales has already 
formed a task force to review the cases of the Fil- 
fors led by Asi Taulava of Talk 'N Text and Red 
Bull's Mick Pennisi and Davonn Harp, who the 
Senate recommended to be deported a year ago. 

“The board has decided to respect the process, 
abide by the rule of law and await any decision 
to be made by the DOJ,” said commissioner Noli 
Eala after the six-hour board meeting. 

Eala, who presented a lengthy report on the 
Filfors before the board, added the league 
‘would be willing to work with the DOJ to imme- 
diately solve the crisis 

Other Fil-fors recommended for summary de- 
portation were Coca-Cola's Rafi Reavis and Rudy 
Hatfield, Alex Crisano and Andy Seigle of Baran- 
зау Ginebra, San Miguel Beer's Dorian Peña and 
Jon Ordonio of Red Bull. 

If found guilty by the DOJ, these players will 
automatically be disallowed to play for their re- 
spective ballclubs but can appeal the verdict be- 
fore the BI executes summary deportation pro- 
ceedings. 

Meanwhile, Red Bull reportedly walked our of 
its game against a Korean squad in the fourth 
Shell Invitational Basketball tournament be 
cause of lousy officiating. 
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“Big Fish promo period is from 
— 


and the NGAP later required Bonded’ 
parents to appear before the Bureau of 
Immigration for authentication purpos- 
в. 

Bondad was born in Los Angelesand 
now lives with her parents in Aus- 
tralia. 

‘She holds both an American and an 
Australian passport but she would have 
been eligible for the RP team had she 
been able to secure a Philippine pass- 


роп. 
"They could have taken this to Mala- 
cafiang if they wanted." 


чарне 


‘The Inguinen re- 
ceived an e-mail 
from Noel Bon- 
dad, Frances fa- 
ther, saying some 
“bureaucratie 

bungles"led to the. 
ouster of his 
daughter, whom, 
he said, cried all 


ры 
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BONDAD 


night after learning that she was stricken. 
off the RP team. 

But Luisito Fernandez of the NGAP 
said Bondad's parents were to blame. 
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"We really wanted to make Bondad à 
principal member of the team. Нег par! 
ents’ not being able to make it here 
spelled the difference,” he said. 

‘Meanwhile, a five-man RP team com: 
posed of Tommy Manotoc, Richie Garcia, 
Caloy Coscoluella, Bing Bunyi and Iggy 
Clavecilla will see action starting today 
in the Asia Pacific Seniors Amateur 
championship at the Raffle Country Club 
in Singapore. 

The tournament will be played over 
54 holes with teams from the United 
States and New Zealand as favorites, 
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BOURNE SUPREMACY 
10:50 FS/11:20 MF/ 
140/4:00/5:20] 
8:40/10:30 LFS) 
11:00 LMF/12:50 END 


2 
13 GOING ON 30 
11:40 FS/12:10 МЕ 
2:20/4:30/6:40/ 
8:50/10:25 LFS) 
11:00 LMF/12:40 END 
For Soat Fasern саи 


ЕНОТ SCHEENNG 
DUANG FRIDAYS MO SATURDAYS 


сту 


FAIRVIEW 
sna 
1 Bounwesupremacy 1 SECRETARY. 1 EXORCIST: THE BEGINNING. 
2 AMACONDAS 2 ToOLBOXMURDERS 2 BOURNE SUPREMACY 
3 BOURNE SUPREMACY | 3 ‘THENOTEBOOK 3 ‘THE NOTEBOOK 
4 FENGSHUI | 4 EXORCIST: THE BEGINNING” 4 Feno SHU! 
5 sscongonso 5 тмонюз 5 130060830 
6 jusrmauanrimrestva 6 ннознш Ô BOURNESUPREMACY 
7 seonetany 7 sounnesupnemacy T HEAVEN'S POND 
a weaves pono ^ 8 swe 8 
D Tenma 9 Princess oinnEs2 9 
exorcist 10 мнонунтея 10 
мотевоок ^ 1 ззвйнвон М 
оюла 12 TwETERMINAL 42 
em от CINEMA 
@ ховтн рл STA. MESA >., TUTUBAN 
wes таш wu mon 
BounwESUPREMACY , 1 тта 1 
эзвшнвонзо 2 эмы. 2 
нин. 3 нназнш 3 FENG SHUI 
‘THETERMINAL 4 ‘THE TERMINAL | 4 EXORCIST: THE BEGINNING 
swe 5 BOURNE SUPREMACY 
weaves Pow | 8 HEAVEN'S POND 
Exorcist: e BEGINNING ` € T 1зсонаонэо E 
SOURNESUPREMACY È — BOUBNESUPREMALY E 
9 exorcist: THE BEGINNING 
10  ANACONDAS a 
North 
em em спу 
MARILAO PAMPANGA BAGUIO 
аль тш quuss 
1 13G0NGON30 1^ — BOURNESUPREMACY 1 DODGEBALL 
2 THETERMINAL 2 EXORCIST: THE BEGINNING 2 FENG SHUI 
3 BOURNESUPREMACY: 3 ANACONDAS 3 CINEEUROPA. 
4 нини 4 TERMINAL Á BOURNESUPREMACY 
Я 5 MINDHUNTERS 
ч В #8 "E 1 
: South - 
(CITY РАЗ ЫСТАМ;  OMsacoon 
[71 [^ [^ 
1 змею 1 ВОШАНЕЗШРАЕМАСҮ 1 MINDHUNTERS. 
Н 13G0NGON30 2 rmGsHU 2 ‘NOTEBOOK 
3 EXORCIST:THEBEGINNING 3 WEAVENSPOND: 3 BOURNE SUPREMACY 
4 BOURNESUPREMACY 4 EXORCHTTHEBEGNMNG 4 EXORCIST: THE BEGINNING 
5 ‘THE TERMINAL SUPER CENTER 5  ANACONDAS. 
6  MINDHUNTERS SUCAT. в FENG SHUI 
7 Feng sil тй 1 ‘1300s on 30 
в, pounnesueremacy 1 лзпомоонзо 8 THE TERMINAL 
9 АнАСОНОАЗ 2  BOURNE SUPREMACY 
10. HEAVEW'SPOND 3 FENG SHUI 
ч 4 EXORCIST: THE BEGINNING 
em. 
Dasma [. Y 
ре палата 
1 1зсоноонзо 4 
2 FENGSHUI 2 
з MINDHUNTERS 3 
{ 4 BOURMESUPREMACY" 4 
‚ МИзауа$ & Mindanao 
1 eny 
СЕ: iono all 
бш Мо m 
soumMESUPRENADY 1 mucius 2 € 
3 ‘FENG SHUI 
BOURNESUPREMACY 2 RESERVED ү thesis 
PRINCESS DIARIES2 3 THETERMIMAL ү DODGEBALL 
EXORCIST: THE BEGINNING 4 THE NOTEBOOK ү  BÜURNE SUPREMACY 
SPARTAN S LANSOF ATTRACTION 
тохзокиона 6 лает @ слу 
FENGSHU 7 RESERVED. DE ORO sum. 
ТНЕМОТЕВООК 8  DOOGEBALL. TERMINAL 


BANGKOK HAUNTED 2 


RESERVE-A-SEAT 


Call 636-6800 
for SM Megamall Cinema 1 


FENG SHUI 
ANACONDAS 


"2 Thumbs Up!" - Ebert & Roeper 


MIND-BLOWING SUSPENSE BEGINS TOMORROW ! 


WINDOW 


‘SOME WINDOWS SHOULD NEVER BE OPENED! 


К ДЕГ 
‚Г. SEPTEMBER 28, 2004 


Spring ой 
gains semis 


SPRING Cooking OiLLaguna pulled a major 
reversal in the 4th Shell Invitational basket- 
ball tournament Sunday in Brunei by beating. 
Putcfoods, 99-90, to make the semifinals. 

The Cooking Ой Masters, top team in the 
North division of the regional NBC (National 
Basketball’ Conferente) tournament апй со- 
owned by shooting champion Nathaniel "Tac" 
Padilla and Laguna Gov. Teresita "Ningning" 
Lazaro, banked on import Keith Friel and shifty 
Robin Mendoza to shock the PBA team led by 
veteran Jun Limpot and Kerby Raymundo. 

Spring Laguna advanced to the round-robin 
semis together with Red Bull Barako, Korean 
pro team Hankook Raiders and Jones Cup 
champion You Lon Twisters of Taiwan. 

“We're proud of the boys,” chorused Padilla 
and Lazaro when told that their team made it 
to the semis. “They played against great odds, 
considering the experience and versatility of 
their rivals" 

The Shanghai Sharks, Chinese Olympian 
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ROSARIO, Batan- 
gas—Enzo Pastor of 
Speedwelle Racing 
and Renan Morales 
scored impressive 
sweepsin their respec- 
tive classes yesterday 
inthe fifth round of 
the 2004 PCSO Grand 
Prix at the Batangas 
Racing Circuit here. 
Pastor, displaying 
theskilsas the coun- 
пуз biggesthopein F1 
Racing, pulled a dou- 
ET ble against the coun- 
чу premiere driver 
Jody Coseteng of Red 
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Movie Theatres ofthe Mew Millenium in the National Tour- 
T ing Car Championship. 
Cinema 2000 Target Mall Morales backed by 
(sta Re, Cains)! (8957.02 * paragon Brokerage 
1 ema M Corp. and Shift Rac- 
i кэш Kd ing, emerged asthe 
Ses ооо ME шуышырга. 
ir er, bringing home four 
Cinema 2000 Watermark Ed Sophies with the same 
i т тишина M feet inthe National Ju- 
x nior Touring Car 
i. fe SnU d 
Janm EXORCIST: THE BEGINNING ‘Championship and 
D мисо: M Novice division. 
Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mall Siring ta line? 
(Bintan) tel (089) 411-1166 light was Michelle 
Bumgamer of Stan- 
maissi Д dard Racing and van 
а. Carapiet of Edgesport 
mona B who split honors in the 
я и Formula Toyota Сц 
Cinema 2000 Cinemagix Reyes of ital: 
(rdanetate(75) 568.6771 Корей 
злом B] both races in the Class 
FENG SHUI B division of the Na- 
=“ ANACONDAS tional Touring Car 
s ‘Championship over 
Cinema 2000 Metrotown B Dominic Bon and Os- 
НЯ MR Car Aguilar of Caltex 
mosu . ет 
тооз - 
p The event was 
| тания) ЙИ sponsored by Philip- 
Cinema 2000 Waltermart Bil. pine Charity Sweep- 
Paride) te 10447953300 stakes Office, Pilipinas 
И. Shel Pevoleum Сор, 
И. Toyo Motors Philip- 
pines, Norkis Yamaha, 
= Xilton Motors and 
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кеш: MOF Company 
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siting Coseteng dur- 
ing the first four laps. 
His patience paid offas 
he wrested the ead on 
the fifth lap and held 
on oit for good, 

Heclocked 
185608 in the eight- 
lap race, or a 4.358: 
second margin over 
Coseteng, 

Rey Reyes of Autok- 
asse took third place 
in 19:10.273 while 
Ferdie Ong of Speed- 
welle Racing and Do- 
minic Bon wound up 
fourth and fifth, re- 
spectively 
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Laylo, Senador down 


Mon (wr 14 rounds: 105-4 Layi; 3820 
Sera, 85M ата IM onze 0—НМ Bros 
SFM Ооң; 80 Rora; 85—М Dite 
IM Маи; &5—М Sis 50—50, NM Caos, 
145-94 Daz 30—ИМ Moga 20— zn NM Pr 

Women (str 8 mun 70-4! Lomba. 
Е ММ Macon: 
45—NM Castano, WIM Naro, Ол, 35M 
Hin, ММ Cuz 25—Camacho, 18—087 
Hare, 


TAGAYTAY CITY—The contenders kept 
their distance from the pretenders after the 
14th round yesterday of the National Chess 
Championship at the Tagaytay Intemation- 


al Convention Center here. 

Darwin Laylo made short work of fellow 
National Master Mirabeau Maga to inch 
doser to the tite and a slot in the Philippine 
team to the World Chess Olympiad slated 
(Oct. 1431 in Majorca, Spain. 

Мааз blunder in the opening of their Ir- 
regular game cued Layio's demolition job 
thatlasted only 20 moves. 

“Binigyan nya ako ng pagkakataong 
umatake agad kaya sinamantala ko na (He 
gave mea chance to attack early)" said Lay- 
lo, a former national juniors champ after 
pushing his total to 10.5 points. 

‘The top three finishers in men's play and 


. na 


foes, keep 1-2 nat’l chess spots 


the top four among the women wil join 
seeded players Grandmasters Eugene Tore, 
Joey Antonio and Mark Paragua in the RP 


rest of 14th round matches ended 


decisively. 
'NM Emmanuel Senador whipped Inter- 
national Master Barlo Nadera after 30 


то Garma, who are locked in a tight bete. 
for the third spot. 
Gonzales, who stopped the winning run 


of erstwhile second-running NM Oliver Bar- 
bosa in the 13th round, crushed IM Ronald 
Dableo after just 19 moves of an English 
Opening, while Garma downed NM Rodol- 
fo Diaz Jt. after 28 moves of a Sicilian. 
Gonzales and Garma tote 95 points 
each, making their 16th and penuikimate 
round meeting perhaps the most crucial in 


against 10-year-old Wesley Soin their Scian- 
(Closed game to sayin contention with three 
rounds to go. Barbosa now has 9.0 points, 
(Other matches saw FIDE Master Fernie 
‘Donguines beat NM Leonardo Carlos in 34 


moves of a Modem Defense, IM Petronio 
Roca defeat NM Roland Joseph Perez in 25 
moves of a Gruenfeld, and FM Jesse Noel 
Sales win over IM Rolando Nolte after 31 
‘moves ofa Ret 

Meanwhile, WFM Sheerie Joy Lomibao 
fortified his hold of the top spot in women's 
play after downing WNM Carmelita Alvarez, 
in 30 moves of a Sicilian Closed, 

"The reigning National Open champion 
has 7.0 points after eight rounds to lead 
closest pursuer Daisy Rivera by 1.5 points. 

Rivera scored а 34-move win over WNM 
Christine Castellano in their Ceater-Counter. 
game. Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


Singh breaches 7 


Tiger's 


money record 


ARMINGTON, Pennsylvania—Vijay Singh broke the PGA Tour sin- 
E gle-year money record Tiger Woods set while winning three ma- 

jors in 2000, holding off Stewart Cink to win the 84 Lumber Classic. 
by one shot Sunday for his third consecutive victory. 


Singh's eighth championship this year 
pushed his money total to $9,455,566 in 26 
events, surpassing Woods’ $9,188,321 while 
he was winning nine times in 20 events in 
2000. With Singh expecting to play four 
‘more times, he could become the first to win 
$10 million in one year. 

“Tm going to try” Singh said. 

Singh led from start to finish for his fifth 
victory in six tournaments, the best such 
streak since Woods won six in a row to end 
1999 and start 2000. Singh has won seven 
times in his last 16 events. 

In only three weeks, Singh has ended 
‘Woods’ five years-plus run as the world's No. 
lrenked golfer and taken away one of 
‘Woods’ lines in the PGA record book. Maybe 
thats why Woods pulled out of the 84 Lum- 
ber after unexpectedly committing last 
week—he didn't want to see Singh knock 
him out of yet another lead. 

"Its ridiculous the way he's playing right 
now,” said Chris DiMarco, who tied for third 
with Pat Perez and Zach Johnson after start- 
ing the round two back. 

‘Singh had a three-under 69 Sunday, his 
third round in the 60s in four days, to finish 
at 15-under 273. Cink, five off the lead when 


season 


theday started, had five 
straight birdies from 
No. 7 through No. 11 
to make a move, buta и 
bogey on the par-4 
14th dropped. him 
three back. Singh then 
heldon despite a bogey on 
the par-4 18th. 

"wantowi wa 2% 
to play well and ifs а 
good habit (to get into),” 
Singh said 

Again, Singh's exceptional 
fairway play allowed him to 
‘excel on a long course. Of the 
eight longest courses on the 
PGA Tour this year, Singh 
won on four—induding 
the PGA at Whistling 
Straits. 

The mountaintop Mystic 
Rock course where the 84 
lumber is played was 
lengthened by about 400 , 
yards 107,471 yards after. 
JL. Lewis won last year 
2122 under. AP 
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VIJAY Singh's career continues to skyrocket. 


29ers oust Cardinals from title race 


LIPA CITY Batangas finally beat Baguio, 9-96, 
Sunday, in the process ousting the Cardinals 
from the NBC (National Basketbal] Conference) 
North division title race at the Cultural and Con- 
vention Center here. 

Razor-sharp from start o finish, Sonny Manu- 
cat orchestrated the 29ers victory as he explod- 
ей for 34 point, two rebounds, two assists, two 
steals and one block. 

With the win, the 29ers of Malvar Mayor Tita 
Reyes, Rep. Oscar Gozos and businessman 


Bernie Maranan earned a shot at Forward Taguig 
in the quarterfinals. 

Pintsized Dennis Rodriguez stood tall for 
Batangas, chipping in 14 points. 

"Gusto talaga naming manalo dahil dalawang 
beses kaming tinalo ng Baguio," said 29es coach 
Yong Garcia. 

Batangas led 79-60 going into the final period 
and padded this to 87-60 at the last 7:45 mark. 
But the Cardinals strung 11 points in the home- 
stretch tothreaten at 94-97. 


Batangas and Taguig will dash on Oct. 8, fol- 
lowing the NBC All-Star festivities in Baguio City 
on Oct. 1and2. 

The scores 

BATANGAS S9 Mancca 34, Rodriguez 14 De Caso 9, 
эю Cuevas 8. Зак, Sa Cur 7, Gores 6 Mar 4, Neo 
A Viera Fara. 

BAGUIO 95 Вос 17, Bares 13, Man 12, Ton 10, 
молда 9, Vales 9, Fontana, Giron 7, Saad 5 Colado 4, 
Tenon Нәло3. 

балеге: 31-22, 54-49, 79-60, 96.95. 


[Oops! Raul Т. Gonzalez Jr is not the Sec- 
retary of Justice but rather, the representa- 
tive ofthe lone district f ойо City. Its his fa- 
ther who is the Secretary of Justice. Sorry, 
and thanks to our readers who pointed out 
the slip, among them Boni Sison 
and Doming Foronda, and Dante Т. Fernan- 
dez of Roxas City] 

1 NEVER thought Roy Jones Jr. would go 
down the way he did on'Sunday. Yes, he was 
fresh from a knockout loss to Antonio Tarver 
in May before he faced Glen Johnson last 
weekend. But then, knowing Jones Jr, he 
could have easily stolen a win had he em- 
ployed the correct strategy. 

Like doing the thing he does bes: Hit his foe 
with crisp combinations while on the move, 
decorating his assault with staccato punches ala 
Muhammad Al. 

‘Alas, the real Roy Jones Jt wasnt present this. 
time. He was in some place other than Mem- 
phis, Tennessee. He soon found himself in 
Greamland—a victim of а terrible knockout in 
the ninth round that might have finally put ал 
end toan illustrious career spanning 16 years. 

"While Tarver unseated Jones Jr. in May with 
crashing left to lift the WBC light heavyweight 
crown, Johnson used a vicious overhand right 
to the face to inflict the second KO loss in a row 
оп Jones Je, whose record went down to 49-3- 
0, with 38 knockouts. Johnson is now 41-92, 
‘with 28 KOs. 

It was Jones Jes faut. О; has he become too 
‘ld at 35 so that he didn't have the it and agili- 
ty of a spring chicken anymore? But also at 35, 
int Johnson likewise a bit too old? 

“Maybe, it was the battering Jones Jr. had ab- 
sorbed fighting in the heavyweight division,” 
came the expert analysis of Rudy Salud, a dear 
fend of Roy Jones J. 


Time to retire 


SPECTATOR FA 
2 
ALS. Mendoza 


If you will remember, Rudy Salud had sent 
his ward then, Gerry Peñalosa, to Roy Jones J's 
aining camp in America some years back. The 
relationship soon bloomed into a warm friend- 
ship. Rudy Salud would find himself sending 
Jones Jt. roosters of championship stock from 
his farm in San Pablo Cty 

"Aso, the drastic change in weight must have 
finally taken йз tll on Roy Jones Jr,” said Rudy 
Salud. 

from the зал, Jones Jt. fought a tentative 
fight. 

Не threw punches as seldom as when a her- 
тай gets himself sunned up. 

He sil had the hand speed, as when he un- 
Jeashed his patented quick combinations of up- 
ретсиз, sraigtus and hooks in the third round. 

But then it was the foorwork that did him. 

Y wasnt there anymore. 

From the frs round up to the eighth, it was 
obvious Jones Jt. was merely trying to hang in 
there. gave Johnson five rounds in that stretch. 

Going to the ninth, 1 had a feeling it could 
suddenly end. True enough as, with 48 seconds 
gone in the round, Johnson caught Jones Jr. 
with that kiler right to the jaw not far from the. 
ear К sent the threetime winner of world 
‘crowns in three weight divisions crashing to the 


after his seconds sruggled to remove his mouth 


guard. While down on the mat, doctors placed a 
towel stuffed with ice cubes under his head 
while they desperately ied o revive him. An 
ambulance would soon take him to the hospi- 
al 

“a was my strategy not to allow him to fight 
me from a distance," said Johnson, who literally 
crowded Jones Jc every minute of the fight. 1 
had to jumpin immediately to derail his syle” 

Tt was Johnson all the way, attacking with 
body shots and sneaky punches to the face. АП 
Jones Jc did was backpedal if noč lean on the 


торе. 
Before the fight, Jones Jt said: “You can 
knock me down, but you'd bener put me cold 
asleep because when I get up, Tm coming 
back” 
Johnson did just that—put Jones Jc cold 


asleep. 
I doubt if Jones Jc, who became a WBA 
heavyweight champion in March 2003 before 


capturing the light own from 
‘Taner in November in the first of their two 
fights, could come back at all. 


“The knockout he suffered on Sunday was 
simply too horrible to forget it might dog Jones 
Jr for the res of his life. 
FASTBREAK. Mark Rosales, Asia's chairman of 
the World Spon Fishing Federation, wil lead a 
3Ssong Philippine delegation to the Asian 
Sport Fishing Championship on Oct. 2025 in 
‘Taiwan, with 78 countries seeing action. The 
Philippines narrowly missed the overall crown 
last year, finishing second behind Kazakhstan. 
“With some luck, we might bring home the gold 
пору this tme" said Rosales... Tonight; 
Richard Merk will present the farewell perfor- 
‘mance ofthe intemationally acclaimed pop and 
jazz diva Angela Bofill at Merks at Level 3, 
‘Greenbelt 3, Makati Ciy All the best, Richard. 


Philsoc briefs GMA 
on SEAG tomorrow 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


‘THE PHILIPPINE Southeast Asian 
Games Organizing Committee 
(Philsoc) will make a preliminary 
presentation tomorrow to Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo regard- 
ing the country's preparation for 
the biennial event next year. 

‘The presentation will be coursed 
through Executive Secretary Eduar- 
do Ermita and will indude the 
“overall picture” of whats going to 
transpire between Nov. 27 to Dec. 
5, the actual schedule of the 2005 
Sea Games, 

Philsoc expects to give the gov- 
‘emment an idea of the total cost of 
hosting the SEAG whose budget is 
now pegged at P800 milion 

The Department of Budget and 
Management has earlier an- 
nounced that the goverment can 


SPORTSWATCH 
Southville beats DLS-Z booters 


SOUTHVILLE International School and Colleges (SISC) won its opener in 
the Metro Manila Giris Football Association (MMGFA) tournament, 1-0, over 
LaSalle Zobel В last weekend at the Zobel pitch in Ayala Alabang. Speedy 
Southville striker Alex Godinez picked on a high ball and squeezed in be- 
tween La Ssllian defenders and goalie to hit the back of he net with two 
‘minutes left in the Under-17 match. Against the run of play, Jessica Ryon, 
‘Jessa Jastreemski and Kayce Clareza of Southville combined to get the ball 
to Godinez inside the box. Southville keeper Karenne Dacanay then held fort 
and tolled the relentiess attacks from La Salian forwards. 


Domingo rules criterium race 

ENRIQUE Domingo captured yesterday's Wescor-Criterium race 1 hour plus 5 
aps beating 70 other riders at the Quezon Memorial Circe, Domingo clocked 1 
hour 11 minutes 33 seconds while second placer Nilo Estayo timed 1:11:36. 
Third placer Renato Sembrano checked in at 1:1 1:55. "We have to adopt the lat- 
est UCI rules accordingly їп holding a criterium race, we have to set example on 
the correct way to бой. said chair of the National Track Cycling Commission Ar- 
‘mando Bautista. The event was supported by AIr2 FedEx, Speed Detergent Bar, 
Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office (PCSO) and JJL Marketing. Wescor vice 
president Ricky Cruz said bigger prizes wil be staked in the final race on Dec. 5. 


Free boxing at Festival Mall 

TOP-tate and up-and-coming boxers of ne country wit display thelr wares at 3 
рл today tthe 2nd floor Actvly Center ot Festival Mal in Alabang. The events 
presented tor тее by usinessman-sporsman Johnny Elorde in partnership with 
Sports enthusiasts Dors ВМ to drum up the launching of the new Elorde Box- 
ing Gym wifin the Sphere ftness center f Rl at the 3rd level of the Festhal 
Mak. The main event йй feature No. 4 bantamweight bontender Dante Conia 
against No. 6 Sonny Gonzales in ten rounds. 


Gandionco, Bordado world swim bound 
VIETNAM Southeast Asian Games siver medalist Marchi Gandlonco and Bonus 
Bordado were tapped to represent the country inthe Ih Fina World Swimming 
Championship on Oct. 7-11 in ndanapots, USA According to Philippine Ama- 
teur Swimming Association seceary general Chito Rivera, Fina has asked Pasa 
to send two of ts best swimmers to and the event. Fina wil provide $1,000 for 
each swimmer, 


Super 2-cock ulutan at PCC 

NON-STOP fights start at 2m. today as the "Super 2-Cock Ulutan Fastest 
‘all Challenge" unfolds at the air-conditioned Pasay City Cockpit, with Sagu- 
paan B-50 Forten, Sagupaan Mite Free and Sagupaan Complexor 3000 as 
Sponsors. More than 100 fights are scheduled, said promoter Kags alza and 
Aba Badiola. For an entry fee of P2,200, the guaranteed prize is P300,000. Ac- 
tion resumes tomorrow with the regular 2-cock ulutan. Registration fe i 

Ёз 000. Meanwhile me showdown of big-time cockers happens on Friday 
with Ferdi Lims 5-sag derby. Submission of weights is оп Thursday, from 2 
Pm. 103 pm. For inquiries, сай 843-1892, 843-1746 and 816-6750. 


GCAP holds 5-stag today 

THE “GENTLEMEN Cockers Association ofthe Philippines (GCAP) 5-Stag Derby" 
Wi be held today at the air coniioned Las Piñas Colseum. The derby, starting 
37 pm., в sponsored by Sagupsan Complexor 3000 and Pagcor-Casino Fi 
iino Tis wi be the fourth of seven GCAP derbies scheduled at LPC to deter- 
rine the frst GCAP Stagger of te Year. The winner wil receive P300,000 
‘whe nis haner and galler wil get P70,000 and P30,000, respective. Sagu- 
aan Сотйе 3000 BPZ ot Patrick Antonio and Labanan Sa Pasay 00. 15 ot 
Eric dela Rosa shared the championship in tast weeks derby Meanwhile, Las 
Piñas Coliseum wil present a 480 derby on Oct 9 with Rey Olvoros as host. 
For deta, contact 874-3010, 673-1040 and 0920-5509404. 


Rolly Ligon’s Stag Festival 

WITH more tan 200 gamefowl farms viste and about 4.000 stags banded. the 
stage ready for ly Ligon’s 2004 Stag Festival 5-Stag Derby at Roligon Mega 
Сор! on Cc. 2, 4 & 6 Sponsored by Thunderbird Enertone, Thunderbird Mul- 
‘Grain Concentrate, and акров Drug, Inc a guaranteed cash prize of 
21000000 at stake tor an entry fee o! P8,800. A P50,000 day champion prize 
foreach ot the two separate 2-stag eliminations isat stake on Oc. 2 & 4. Inthe 3- 
‘stag championship on the 6th, the champion that will post the fastest win on its 
as ot ets a bonus of P50,000 and the 3rd 20.00. For those who want to 
catch up, screenings are hel t оңдоп everyday up to Oct. 1. Breeders may сай 
Roligon at 833-2275 or 833-1638 for appointments. 


only contribute P30 milion for the 
biennial event, leaving the lion's 
share of the expenses to private 
sponsors. 

Philippine Sports Commission 
chair Eric Buhain said the presenta- 
tion will also include the training of 
more than 500 athletes and the ex- 
tent of repairs on the govemment- 
‘owned facilities 

The Philippines will host the 
SEAG Federation meeting on Oct. 
111210 finalize the lineup of sports 
disciplines to be staged in the 
Games as well as the number of 
golds each sport will offe. 

So far, 34 spons have been ap- 
proved with weightlifting and lawn 
tennis expected to make the roster, 
Philsoe intends to limit the total 
numberof golds to less than 400. 

The country is hosting the SEAG 
a third time since 1981 and 1991. 
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BY JESS ABRERA, 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL. 


ATOMO AND WEBOY BY LYRAGARCELLANO. 


DIVINECOMEDY 


His 
BARK 
IS WORSE 
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BY STEVEN PABALINAS , 


Yruat's wot LiFe -Sizeo. 
SENDING THIS OUT To тноге | You'Re MUCH THINNER 
WHo меер ADDED INGPIRAtION| There. 
IN THeiR Lives. 


Check OUT THis LiFe-Sizep 
CARDBOARD CUTOUT OF 
MYSELF. 
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BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You Rave raul magnetism. You seduce peopl. In part, rs because youre romantic, nd you 
have taste. You easily win the affection of others. (Naturally, many ot you have interesting diaries.) You're а dependable, 
loyal rend, with strong, politica! opinions. Increased solitude tis year wil give you an opportunity to learn something 


Important. 
Birthdate ot: Mira Sorvino, actress; Brigitte Bardot, actress; Janeane Garofalo, actress. 
ARIES (March 21 to April GEMINI (May 21 to June. 150 {Jy 23 to Aug. 
А 10): Today i strongly 20): its not worth being 22): Don't defend your 
emotional because the irritated with friend to- religious ог political be- 
Full Moon is in your sign. day. Nobody has perfect liets today Differences in 
Don't get carried away friends: yet we all need belets easily clash now! 
with anything. especialy сопісе with friends, You have to feam toaccept Wait a few days to discuss anything 
others. Keep your cool! yourtriends for who they are. important, because wi be much 
easier 
‘TAURUS (April 20 to CANCER (June 21 ta July 
May 20): Without ques- 22ү Power struggles 
tion, you must be more. with authority figures, VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 
patient with co-workers bosses and parents аге 22): Todays Full Moon 


and customers. Todays. Tkely today. Try to avoid 
Full Moon triggers challenging situa- falling into this trap. (И won't be 
tionsatwork Extra patience is need- pleasant, If others power-ip you, Nevertheless, you teel 
ed. Tun away! ‘that certain financial matters have 
come to ahead. You haveto act. 


DAILY CROSSWORD LIBRA (Sept. 291002. 
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MIKROKOSMOS 
MAS MASISIPAG PAW MAG KASI PuRo MA- 1 
DALA NG DIYARYo PARA SA АТЕРЕЕ HAHALAY NA DIYARYO 
NEWSPAPER DRIVE ANG MGA ANG KINOKOLEKTA 
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KIKO MACHINE 
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нани ENTERTAINMENT. PM 2, 


Let's | OPENS TOMORROW! 


Just Ez 


ing a Kid with "Let's 
JustPlay" which pro- 
‘motes physical activi 
ty team spirit and fit- 
mess. 

Nickelodeon will 
convert the Adidas 
Sports Kamp at the 
Bonifacio Global City 
in Taguig ino а 
dream playground 
for kids on Oct. 2, 2 
pm.8pm. 

Nick fans im the 
Philippines will be 
joined by their coun- 
terpars іп Singa- 
pore, Malaysia, In- 
dia, Australia and the 
United States in cele- 
brating the World- 
уйде Day of Play. 

Nickelodeon will 

"dark" for the First 
its history in 

markets, 
.m.to4 pm. 
оп Oct. 2, pre-empt- 
ing the channels reg- 
ular programming to 
air play messages. 
This aims to encour- 
age kids to switch off 
their TV sets, get out 
of the house and 

At the playground, 
simultaneous activi- 
ties will be happen: 
ing to entertain kids 
ofall ages. There will 
be giant slime-filled 
inflatables, a giant 
velcro wall, trampo- 
line bungee, slime 
dunking pool, obsta- 
cle course,’ rock 
climbing, BMXbiking Di 
andskateboarding. | 

Parents and kids 
can test their base- 
ball skills on three 
different levels at 
Bater Up batting FR 
cage. 

Toddlers will be Ё 
entertained міф 
puppetry magic and 
story telling at the 
‘Tricks for Nicks. 
Buckets of pavement 
chalk will be avail- 
able so young artists 
can draw their ideas 
of “Get Up! Get Out 
and Play!” at фе 
Chalkabólics section. 

In The Great Hose 
Down, kids can wash 
up before hitting The 
Grub Hub to grab 
fresh and healthy 
food. Expers from 
the National Nutri- 
tion Couneil and the 
Sports Rehab Kamp 
wil answer ques- 
tions about food and 
health in Fitness for 
Misfits. 

Kids then can jam 
with Angelica and 
Chuckie of the Ru- 
grats, joined by the 
hottest stars, ina spe- 
cial pocket concert 
dllBpm. 

Online, a Lets Рау 
micro site, 
wwwnick 
splat.com/letsplay, 
features health and 
nutrition informa- 
tion, games, tips on 
spors, download- 
ables, message 
boards, information 
on eventsand тоге. 

"Lets Just Play” in 
the Philippines is pre- 
sented by Milo and 
Hasbro, and co-spon- 
sored by Smart Kid 
and Chips Ahoy. The 
free event will be 
hosted by Nick's Noel 
де 1а Rosa with co- 
host Issa Litton. 

Tt is supported by 
the National Nutri- 
tion Council together 


With the Sports Re- ; ur 
hab Kamp and media 

"uc mE uuo c$ COMING SOON” n2com 
Philippines. 3 


Win а round trip ticket to 
take home à HUGO BOS: 


Freya auestion: 
‘September UB to 29, 2004 
See Posters fat тоге detalls ^ 


KIRSTEN 
DUNST 


To become a winner, 


all you need is a little love 
from across the net 


WIMBLEDON 


The new romantic comedy from 
the makers of NOTTING HILL 


OPENS TOMORROW! 


MARGE Е ALL AGES ARE ADMITTED 


ЕПШШ Ee CU өп racy ake RUNE нын N 
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‘SOUNDTRACK PIOLUDES THE HT SNGLE БАРАСЙОВАЯТ- FROM РИЙ 
> ромео SOUGS FAOL ВШМ REZANIA, РК FM RAT. ЖЫ WELLL FEFE BRAND MANT MORE. 
Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures 
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22nd Annual National + Family Consumers 
Consumer's Quality Award 2004 Choice Award 2003 


632.9115 1016 


@ GALLERIA 


CINEMA 1, 


THE BOURNE SUPREMACY 
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AYALA CENTER. 
севу 


GLORIETTA 


MATINEE: Monday io Fay! 10 am-ipm except holiday 
ate Price: PED for one level cinemas | 
| regular Price: P150 THX/ РВБ for two levels cinemas / PSS for one evel cinemas 


536-7809 to 12 
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at ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD 


"THE U.S. DOOR IS OPEN" Robinsons Mord an UD. 


| atch "The Jemina? a ay Robinsons Moiewor branch M 


arai geta chanca wo кала үр icit io he US. Or Eii le 


Кбе hone о НАХ Юй gf росы 
remo duration: September 8 v0 28. 2004 2 Los Angeles. Callfomis v 
n lá i via UNITED AIRLINES 
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"REPERTORY PHILIPPINES presents PINOCCHIO 
2t REP's GLOBE THEATER - August 7 to December 12. 2004 


TRADE HALL FOR EXHIBITS, EVENTS AND MORE! 
For inquines and bookings, please call 750-4982 to 84 


Adtil a. 


Ayala Cinemas 
proudly hosts. 


Pelicula Pelikula 2004 
The 3rd Spanish Film Festival 


1-17 October 
Greenbelt 1 Artfilm 
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Subscribe to 
AYALA CINEMAS' WEEKLY 


MOVIEMIC зи. 


fe 


Lovenall! 


‘Sinply eal the word SUBSCRIBE to 
ayaiacinemasGayalaland com ph and yov receive 
эя ктай rom ur wit he atest updates each week. 


> For movie screening schedules, 
call the Ayala Cinema Links: 
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љам (ОМЕМАЙ! 


Experience евро scion & hore 
‘of of of the most anticipated fima othe year in 


RESIDENT EVIL: Арос‹ 
Я PHOTO EXHIBI 


Now open io the public at 
the Glorietta 4 cinema lobby. 


Movie opens September 29 ` 
a Aysis Cinemas 
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stars in 
"Terminal 


UNITED Airlines em- 
ployees who feel as if 
they spend their 
whole lives at the air- 
por сап relate to 
Steven Spielberg's 
new film, "The Ter- 
minal.” DreamWorks 
Pictures, with United 
International Ріс- 
tures through Solar 
Entertainment Corp., 
released the movie 
earlier this month. 
Catherine Zeta- 
Jones plays а United 
flight — attendant 
while Tom Hanks 
portrays a passenger 
Whose adventure 
begins when he ar- 
rives at an airport in 
New York. 

‘The producers ap- 
proached United last 
year for assistance, 
‘hich the airline pro- 
vided in the form of 
props, costumes, an- 
nouncements, шї 
forms and perspec- 
tives on the industry. 
Tn return, United gets 
plenty of air time in 
the movie. It is the 
most prominent air- 
line in the film. 
About 40 United 
employees from Los 
Angeles served as ex- 
tras, some dressing in 
their actual United 
uniforms. 

United worked 
with the producers 
and production 
team to craft the 
look and logistics of 
the mock airport. 
The airline advised 
the producers on 
passenger flow, the 
look of the check-in 
area, the informa- 
tion screens and lay- 
outs at the gates, 
and signs around 
the concourse. 

United shipped 
sd installed Easy- 
Check-in units and 
gate readers for use 
On the set and ar 
ranged for the pro 
ducers to visit Uni 
eds LA fight 
kitchens, 

United Airlines in 
Manila sponsored an 
advanced screening 
of "The Terminal” 
last Sept. 2 at Robin- 
sons Movieworld 
Galleri. 

Check with your 
favorite theaters in 
Mero Manila to 
leam how to enter a 
contest and win tick- 
ets to LA on United 
Airlines 


thank-you 
list 
From page 27 


ready — $14 
smile for me. 

To all my other 
friends who were 
пог able to make it 
to my “debut” but 
who have always 
been there for me 
even at the 11th 
hour, especially Vi 
ki Belo, Ces Drilon, 


Aiko ^ Melendez, 
Pops Fernandez, 
Цей and Albert 


Martinez, Princess 
Punzalan, Eidleen 
Banzon of Holistic 
Circle 
Millet 
Greenhills, Terrie of 
Terries Greenhills, 
Vivian Sarabia, Be- 
bot Santos, Mayor 
Dan Lim of Bohol. 
Thanks for exceed- 
ing the minimum 
daily requirement 
for kindness. 

For feedback, e- 
mail ^ friends el- 
pueblo@yahoo.com 
or dollyanne@true- 
faithband.com 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, 


маана E 


My birthday 
thank-you . 


7 From page A28 
world of show biz. 

Direk Maryo J. de los Reyes. Domo ariga- 
to, my Tokyo Love, for a muy magnifico 
"friendship. 

Butch Francisco. Thanks more than 
words can say for loving my mom like your 
‘own and treating me like family. 

China Cojuangco. Grazie, sweetie, for 
sharing girly woes and joys unabashedly. 


‘THE BOURNE 


тибын. КЕШ 
ЄН 
us dd : аз isum 


ExONCIST: 
‘THEBEGINNING 


$ Wowie de Guzman. Thanks for being а 2 
‘part of my kids’ birthday memories when 3 
You were still with UMD. Im glad our E [ER PG-13 [9725555825978 = 
"friendship has remained intact. 2 

Sen. Pia Cayetano. You miss your dad as 7 
lace in our friendship as we remember them Г 
fondly and try to. pde: they started. 20 04 CANNES Н 
My sincerest thanks for being in my corner. J 

еки RUE, Y INTE 
my babaeng bakla side show. 

Camille of Intense band. Thanks, girl, for 
being my soul sister. 

‘Sheree. Thanks for the instant bonding, 

Үш Servo. Thank you for always having a 
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омв not anti-Muslim, says Ed 


‘We also go after Christians, Indians, Chinese’ 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


‘THE OPTICAL Media Board goes after disc pi- 
rates no matter what their ethnic background 
is, and does not discriminate against Muslim 
vendors of pirated merchandise, according to 
the OMB chair, actor and host Edu Manzano. 

“We've been telling people again and again 
that not only Filipino Muslim vendors of pirated 
materials are apprehended,” Chair Edu told In- 
алк Entertainment last Friday. 

"We also go after Christians, as well as those. 
of Indian and Chinese descent. 

“But I guess some people are simply not pro- 
vided with sufficient information about what 
the OMB does and who it is after,” added the ac- 
tor who calle his OMB duties “a thankless job." 


“That is why we continue to conduct talks 
with our Muslim brothers,” he said. "During а 
recent dialogue, we suggested that they form a 
group and make it legal. Then we might be able 
to make special concessions for them, like set- 
ting them up with dealers of original video 
discs” 


Edu was reacting tothe: ‘comment of 


agents intercepted a plane from Indonesia car- 
тул pirated video discs and labels worth 
925,000 at the Davao International Airport in 
the South. 

“We are hitting pirates where it counts,” he 
said: “We can't afford to just wait for these mate- 
rials to get to the hands of the retailers. We are 
stopping them by guarding all the points of en- 


a congressman who said lastweekthatthe OMB my 


was biased because it only went after Muslim 
vendors of pirated discs instead of pursuing the 
big fish in piracy. 

Edu admitted that the OMB is also blamed for 
the loss of the jobs of many VCD and DVD ven- 
dors, especially those who belong to the Muslim 
community. 

Не reported that last Thursday, OMB special 


'He said 85 percent of pirated video compact 
discs (VCDs) and digital video discs (DVDs) in 
the! come from other Asian countries 
Tke Malaysia, Thailand, India and Indonesia. 
“The only way to solve piracy in the country is 
stopping itat its source,” he stressed. 
Last Aug. 11, OMB agents raided the Great 
Ocean factory in Porrero, Malabon, and seized 


P100 million worth of pirated materials. 
Despite the criticisms against the OMB, Edu 
said he believes the OMB is "doing an excellent 


“Because of our raids, the price of pirated 
DVDs has gone up from Р40-Р50 to P90-P100 
each because they've become scarce,” said the 
appointee of President Macapagal-Arroyo. 


“THANKLESS JOB." 
Edu suggested that. 
Muslim vendors form 
a group and make it 
legal and "we might. 
beable to таке 
special concessions 
forthem." 
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‘Fear Factor’ family edition 


LAST week, we caught a special 
"family" edition of “Fear Factor" 
The show began well enough, 
with teams of parents and 
dren competing enthusiastically 
together. 

However, trouble began to rear. 
its pointy head when a little girl 


was made to balance herselfon a rangued her daughter for not be- cally any stressful or embarrass- 
high ledge for many minutes on ing fast enough in accomplishing ing experience, Ыш children’s 
end. She had to cope with strong stressful task. тоге delicate psyches should be 


gusts of wind as she tried to grab 
some tiny flags, even as she tried 
to keep from falling into the 
abyss. 

Viewers pitied the girl for hav- 
ing to deal with such a difficult 
challenge, which was much too 
daunting for her tender years 

The next cautionary challenge 
came when the child competitors 
had to sit in a small enclosure, 
while hundreds of cockroaches 
and other mastylooking insects 
were poured into the confining 


that. 


petition. 


The kids were brave about it 
all, But it was clear that they were 


The girls baleful glare at her 
mother said it all: She was morti- 
fed to be so utterly embarrassed 
in full view of millions of viewers 
—and by her own mother, at 


Е was also disconcerting to 
hear some parents practically 
bribing their kids to do their ut- 
‘most to win the cash, car and oth- 
ce prizes up for grabs in the com- 


А dad promised his child a fat 
slice of the financial action, and 
space. another parent went the “auto- 

motive blandishment" route—all 
tounnerving effect. 


However, when the challenges. 
are too stressful or off-putting, 
and when some parents behave 
in immature and materialistic 
ways, the bright idea quickly 


dims. 


against. 


Feedback 


Adult contestants can respon- 
sibly subject themselves to practi- 


handled with greater care. 

Ordinarily, we can expect their 
parents to do the protecting 
However, in a high-stakes compe- 
tition like “Fear Factor,” some par- 
ents get so caught up in the heat 
of the moment that they lower 
their guard—and even become 
part ofthe problem that their kids 
are supposed to be protected 


FROM Rosie Taganas of Calam- 
ba City: “VSOP—Very Special 
Outstanding People—that's what 
the makers and advertisers of 


liquor. Instead of the usual scanti- 
ly дай women, it shows good Fil- 
ipino traits we should be proud 
of. Please continue making com- 
mercials like this. 

"Our leading TV networks 
should think of scrapping those 
dancers who are not really neces- 
sary on the noontime shows.” 

One hundred teachers and par- 
ents of students at Sophia School 
im Meycauayan, Bulacan, have 
signed this letter of commenda- 
tion: 

"We would like to commend, 
through your column, MTRCB 
and Channel 7 for the recent sus- 
pension of TV hosts Joey de Leon 
and Joey Marquez due to their 
use of vulgar language over na- 
tional television. 

"The decision is a strong indi- 
cation that they are indeed our 
parmers in protecting our chil 
dren and other young viewers 
from TV practices which are not 
developmentally appropriate for 


Scared and more than a little put How graphically materialistic Napoleon Brandy are. Their new them" 
off by thesupericky challenge. can you get? commercial stands up to the chal- 
‘Again, the problem is that chil- Тһе idea of doing a “Family lenge to project the true Filipino Red Box Karaoke 
‘dren are too psychologically un- Fear Factor” competitions bright image—a man in search of excel- AT RED BOX Karaoke, each of the 


formed and thus potentially vul- 
nerable to handle extremely 
stressful situations. 


Later їп the show, a different а good showcase for family unity, brations 
kind of problematicsituation pre-and for working together to "Тһе commercial sets a new 
sented itself when а parent ha- achieve the same goal. trend for advertising wine and 


My birthday thank-you list 


LIFE begins at 40, so they say. For me it also. 
begins after midnight. 

Thats why 1 celebrated my 40th on the 
eve of my birthday at my one and only sanc- 
шагу Watering Hole Brewery at the 
Shangri-La carpark building, with 18 bot- 
Чез in my “cocktailion.” 

A span of 40 days has always been consid- 
ered a trarfsformation/cleansing period. So 
40 years ought to be one major upheaval. As 
Iwelcomed friends and family to my bash, 1 
remembered all the ups and downs, highs 
and lows they have seen me through. Grow- 
ing with them has made me a stronger per- 
son. More turbulence may lie ahead but Гуе 

reached a point 


Discover THaUSANDS OF FINDS. HAGGLE ғоя 


тһе фин, in the finds 


cinemas/ cinemas! 


CUSTOMER SERVICE HOTLINE UNDER CINEMAS: 686-7515 


where I'm more re- 
Jaxed to be me. Тат 
no longer rattled by 
day-to-day inanities. 
Ive been through 
hell and back. 'n по 
longer in limbo. And 
Tknow that I'm get- 
ting closer to par- 
айке. 

Му celebration 
маз indeed a fore- 


taste of paradise. 1 
felt so blessed being 


surrounded by peo- 


ple whom I know 
will stand by me 


through every 


HEAVEN'S POND 


September 22 of my 
la vida loca, по mat- 
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get. Lam indebted to 
each of them for life 


and even after life. 
The highlight of 
my party was the im- 
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promptu concert by 


enough, because it gives the fami- 
ly TV audience more to em- 
pathize with and root for. I's also 


my forever fave, True Faith band, led by my 
kindred spirit Medwin Marfil, my sweet- 
heart ofa friend Ogie Alcasid, my funky sis- 
tah Maegan Aguilar, my cool bud Rannie 
Raymundo and gentle soul Pido. 

Thave always been a music buff. Thave a 
song for every chapter of my colorful life. As 
1 was enjoying the birthday serenade and 1 
listened with my heart, so many memories 
ran through my mind. it made me miss my 
mom all the more. Irs my first birthday 
without her physically around anymore but 
she lives on through me. 1 am more than 
proud knowing that she has always called 
me her "extension." 

My ma waited four days after my birthday 
last year before she joined the Lord. That's 
how much she loves me. She's the gift I was 
born with. 

Му mom has left a permanent void in my 
life but my friends and family somehow 
compensate for it. They all reiterated their 
support during my birthday bash. I'd like to 
believe that each of them is an angel whom 
my mom has handpicked to look out for me 
in her behalf. 

Allow me to express my thanks to them in 
the best way I know how, through my writ- 
ing. You can't reread a phone call, and text 
messages get deleted, but the magic of the 
written heartfelt word stays on. I could just 
send them a personal thank-you card but 
that wouldn't suffice. Га like the whole 
world to know how wonderful they are and 


to raise taxes on 


our fiscal deficit? 


Question of the Week 
What is your reaction to the plan of the government 
arettes and alcohol/beer (ex. РІ 
to P2 pesos per cigarette pack), to help reduce 


пасе 


lence, respect for family name, 
love for parents, a man who lives 
life to the fullest and enjoys cele- 


41 rooms has its unique layout, 
with interiors done by designing 
sisters Ivy and Cynthia Almario. It 
utilizes advanced song technology 
and vibrant ambience for music 
lovers ofall ages. Call 812-8828. 


how much they have changed my life for the 
better. So, here goes, my birthday thank-you 
list. $ 

My family, especially Ricky and Clara, 
and my kids Bianch and Ice. Thanks for be- 
ing daily reminders of mom's love. 

My "Celebrity Dat Com" family. Mara- 
ming salamat for giving me a chance to con- 
tinue my ma's legacy in my own little way. 

My Watering Hole Brewery family, espe- 
cially Tati and Loy Fortuna. АП my love and 
gratitude for spoiling me more than 1 de- 
Serve. 

My friends outside show biz, especially 
Jane, Jie, Vince, Susan, Jinky, Joy, Chris- 
tine, Allan R., Edwin and Bok, | cannot 
thank you enough for not being star-struck 
and for keeping me "real." 

‘True Faith Band and ош TE tropa. Cheers 
to the pure joy your music and our friend- 
ship bring from sunrise to sunset as we party 
on! 

Ове Alcasid. My endless thanks for 
countless reasons! 

Maegan Aguilar. Namaste, my KS. sis! 
Love yah much too much! 

Luke Mejares. Damo gid na salamat 
pangga for being a friend over and beyond 
the сай of duty! 

Rannie Raymundo. Thank you for valuing 
what my ma has done for you and for giving 
the same importance to our friendship. 

Pido. Thanks for being so warm and cool 
inequal parts. 

Nina. Deepest thanks for letting our 
friendship get deeper and sweeter. 

Nyoy Volante. Super thanks for dazzling 
me with your music, magic tricks and 
friendship. 

Cesar Montano and Sunshine Cruz. 
‘Thanks from the bottom of my heart for be- 
ing among my few real friends in the unreal 

MY BIRTHDAY! A27 
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Ad valorem tax on ‘sin’ products bucked 


By Michelle V. Remo taxed based on the volume of а basis of taxation is better than’ 
cigarettes or alcohol released from price,” the finance official said. 
5 THE DEPARTMENT of Finance is not in favor of the рори- 2 manufacturing plant; and using Some legislators proposed that 
CURRENCIES lar opinion in the Lower House to revert to the ad valorem t2X rates expressed in peso value.’ instead of wholesale prices, retail 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE System of tating cigarettes and aleohol, saying doing so, A=dingtthefnanceofic, prices should Þe sed asa basis of 
D бу a e 0l aaa ye pb I pepe 
“ ib 56.45 = S i government prior to 1997. was because ofthe transfer-pricing make the ad valorem system 


А finance оа said the DOF returnofthead valorem system. being resorted toby cigarette firms work effectively. The ОБ how- 
‘AsolS pm. Sept.27,2004 would stand fimonitsown propos- Тһе government was collect- toevade paying higher taxes. Since емет, said that using ret 
al on how to tax sin products when ing excise tax on cigarettes and the old ad valorem system used a basis of taxation would be com- 


^ deliberations on the diferent ver- alcohol using the ad valorem sys- wholesale prices to determine plicated to implement. 
«HT sions of the bill on taxing cigaretes хет until 1997, or when the new ones excise tax liabilities, some The DOF said that if retail price 
|| | ‘andaleohol resumenextmonth. National Internal Revenue Code cigarette companies set their would be used as a basis, there 
НН «—SSibgioraoaoa 1 “There are a lot of versions was implemented. The ad va wholesale prices а low levels, and would be confusion as from whom 
pe 40760-40810 now in Congres, but the DOF oremwesrepiredbythespeciic then set the prices much higher бе government would collect the 
pence HongKong Sepe 7 will be pushing for its own мег. taxation system. when the productsaresoldby their excise tax. Under the current spe- 
Srock MARKET sion of the ЫЙ and will insist on Under the old ad valorem sys- marketing arms. cific system and the old ad valorem 


our poston notto go backto the iem produs were taxed based “Thisis why we do not wantto system that wed wholesale price 
ii aki ad valorem system,” the finance оп their price and using tax rates go back to the ad valorem system аза basis of taxation, the govem- 
Stocks slip on profit-taking official said. While there are sev- in percentage form. Under the because itis pfone to manipula- ment collects the tax directly from 


STOCKS eased lower eral versions of the bill filed in current specific system, on the боп as proven by the practice of the manufacturing plant. 
yesterday as investors.“ Congress, most of them seek the other hand, products are being transfer pricing. Using volume as ‘AD VALOREM BS 
tookprofitsin proper- — 7" ә 
ty firm Metro Pacifi == . р о, 

Corp, and oter selected stares ai= = "7 T-bill rat d : 91-d: ld at 7 % 

а ей = ш rates drop; ау yield at /. o 

levelinnearly 4- yoarslastweek. энага я 

“Traders sad investors also took By Michelle V. Remo brought by the huge appetite of 1 

thonseinallprogsasanexcuseto  Gemdmemn te] У н a 


the market for the debt paper, З 29.2003 1o Sep. 27 200 
Cashin AWASH with cash, banks scram- which were all over-subscribed. ао 
“е marketis just taking a rest before it makes an assaut toward the bled for short-term government Bids for the 91-day bills reached 
4,00 gota evel said Astro del Casio, managing director at Flest securities yesterday, forcing the P4.78 billion compared with the та 
Grade Holdings. benchmark 91-day treasury bill government’s offering of only 
ate mai index fell 2.97 points or 0.17 percent to 4.76033 points bem to decine to 7.699 percent P4. billion. Tenders forthe 182. у 
yesterday but is sl 22 percent higher since the start of the year. pe aana aa ы day bile ctood at P432 billion 
Losers outpaced gainers 43 to 26, with 53 stocks unchanged ee wes н рсы амын 


Turnover dropped to P814.17 milion from P1.1 bilion on Friday: Tele AS 
ee tm es тоа ао са. Nec perse Казы ОНЫ Tue 300 
Г = Tees diring the avcsion two weeks ago. day paper was the most sub- 
ше Augus to relatively cheap valuations and signs that President пе бу paper was the most Sa 
Macapagal-Arroyo was serious about reducing the country's budget he rate for the 64-day debe scribed, with tenders reaching 
p paper also declined, ing 9773 PIOSI billion, or more thang, 
ol cadtllsadinvestorswerewoniedaboutheeffdsoftherse Percent yesterday Пот 9975 the three times higher than the gov- 
in oil prices on import-dependent countries ik the Philippines: previous auction. The rate for the ermments scheduled borrowing y 
US light crude от November delivery was up 42 cents at $49.303 182-08у bills stood at 8.536 per. of only P3 billion- a а "ili б нй. л бар 
ао ading on Monday, nearing ls record high of $49.40 с The Bureau of Tessurysauc- Майота] Treasurer Міра 
onAug 20. Чоп committee. rejected bids for Figueroa, who heads the auction 
АШ 20. срп. he Phitppine азр of Hong Kong's Fist Pa- the 182-day debr paper two weeks committe, said banks only exhib- ‘oringinanincreasein USinterest rates higher. 
e e а Ру ре m aone cmavo lo S санат. gane agobecauscofthevery high bids. ied normal market reaction when fates and inflation, which haveal-  ^We have already set caps (on 
1569 percent on Friday meus “The lower rates forthe short they offered lower bid prices. She rendy been accounted for in earli- the maximum acceptable rates 
term government securities were said banks were unreasonably ас. er auctions, іп trying to push ТЫН Sons 
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By Ronnel W. 
Domingo 


A CANADIAN miner- 
al exploration firm 
Jast week announced 
it confirmed gold and 
copper prospects in 
the country while the 
government said at 
least P4 billion worth 
of large-scale mining 
projects were expect- 
ей to start within the 
next five years. 

Alberta-based 
Mindoro Resources 
lid. said in a state- 
ment that geological 
tests confirmed а 
“porphyry” copper- 
gold system on its 
Archangel project in 
Batangas. 

The company ex- 
plained that the term 
referred to “a large- 
tonnage, relatively 
low-grade copper- 
gold deposit contain 
ing very large copper 
and gold resources, 
which could һе 
(mined in bulk." 

Mindoro Re- 
sources, which re- 
cently ' listed йз 
shares on the Frank- 
fur Stock Ек. 
change, announced 
a week earlier about 
a similar finding at 
its Tapian San Fran- 
cisco project in Suri- 
зао. 

The firm's web. 
site described it as 
having been active 
in the country for 
the past seven years 
and “is focused on 
six promising pro- 
jects im politically 
stable jurisdictions 
in the Philippines." 

їп a related ma 
ter, the Australia's 


Department of For 
eign Affairs and 
‘Trade said in an eco- 
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Absolute power collapse 


IN BUSINESS circles, they love 
to put this country down. They 
used to say that we were the sick 
тап of Asia. Now they are say- 
ing that we are already in the 
1CU. 

Sure, Vietnam is doing better 
thon us. That country now uses 
up some 24 million metric tons of 
coment every year. To catch up 
with the rest of Asean, we use up 
only 12 milion tons. 

Tn a few years, surely, we can 
expect Vietnam to have far better 
infrastructure than ours. Thats 
mot bad for a country that has yet 
toswitch over to democracy. 

But still, whenever 1 hear а 
know-it-all’ executive badmouth 
this country I tell him to his face, 
and I don't even hold back on the 
splattering saliva, if in his heart 
he truly believes, as a natural 
born Filipino, that this country is 
sick, or that itis even about todie, 
how come we are still the world's 
leader in... well, cell phone “tex- 
ting.” 

‘Take that! I do not take insults 
thrown upon my own country 
lightly 1 cannot help it. 


JUST yesterday morning, this 
cute administration of Gloriaetta 
again showed the world that it is 
dead serious in preventing anoth- 
ег debilitating power crisis in 
three years. 

‘The Asian Development Bank 
says that we must build new pow- 
er plants for 6,000 megawatts in 
the next 10 years. 

‘And what are we doing about 
it? Well, as write this, weare stil 
doing our darnedest best to do 
nothing агай. 

But the news report said that 
the country's biggest of big busi- 
ness, namely, San Miguel Corp. 
and First Pacific, are bidding for 
the new state-owned firm called 
‘Transco. 

Thats the company which was 
formed, as part of the energy sec- 
tor reform program, to sell the 
transmission lines under the pri- 
vatization program of Napocor. 


Сота к =>, 
Banal Ш. 


Based on the reports, obviously 
leaked by the government, you 
may get the impression that, fi- 
nally, things are moving in the 
power sector. 

Well, they are moving in me- 
dia. That’s the thing with this cute 
administration. 1f it deals with 
the problem in media, it is consid- 
ered as “solved.” Next one 
please! 


AS GREAT things happen in our 
country in media, thanks to Mala- 
cafiang media releases, whether 
official or otherwise, the looming 
power crisis remains a big worry 
in business. 

Somebody must do something 
about the problem. It is keeping 
business away from even just 
planning to do тоте business. 
‘You know, the "what if” factor! 

‘That's why the news must get 
to media, somehow, that the en- 
ergy sector reform program is un- 
derway. Look, Mamonluk, they 
are even fighting over Transco! 
Something like that! 

Being а publicly listed firm, 
however, SMC was even forced by 
the reports to make a full disclo- 
sure to the stock exchange, some- 
thing about what the Transco 
deal was all about. 

‘Actually, SMC only got an inv 
tation from two gigantic foreign 
groups, namely, Deutsche Bank 
and Singapore Power, to join a 
consortium to bid for Transco. , 

And why not, coconut? Based 
оп a recent statement from SMC 
chair and CEO Eduardo "Dand- 
ing" Cojuangco Jr, the conglom- 
crate is оп the lookout for invest- 
mens. 

Danding said that, in the next 
three years, SMC itself is setting 


aside P15 billion for fresh invest- 
‘ments. In short, to Danding and 
company money isnot an object. 
HERE are the exact words of the 
SMC boss: "This consistent focus 
to grow our market reflects 
SMC'’s continuing confidence in 
the Philippine economy.” 

So there you have it: it’s about 
‘CONFIDENCE. SMC is investing 
tons of money in this country be- 
cause it believes that we still have 
a future. 

То Danding, our economic fun- 
damentals remain sound. He 
notes the rise in private consump- 
tion, thanks mainly to the OFWs, 
plus the jump in exports. 

Moreover, if you consider that 
this SMC expansion is unprece- 
дегдей in its 114 years of exis- 
tence, you too may find hope in 
this country of avid “texters.” 

This year, from what 1 hear, 
SMC is ready to inaugurate two 
huge food processing plants, 
owned by its subsidiary Pure- 
foods, one in Cavite and the other 
in Batangas. 

And then it is opening a new 
flour which has a separate 
flour blending facility, plus а cou- 
ple of feed mills in Bataan and 
Misamis Oriental, a big broiler 
farm in Bulacan, and hog farms in 
‘Tarlac and Bukidnon. 

"To top it all, SMC is putting up 
an industrial park in Laguna, 
where it will locate some more 
manufacturing plants. 

And don't even think of trying 
to stop it. SMC is pouring more 
money in its beverage making fa- 
cilities. For what, you may ask? 
Forexports! 


BUT precisely because of its ex- 
pansion in manufacturing, SMC 
itself seems to be worried about 
the power crisis. Last summer, 
from what 1 hear, it actually 
bought the used power generator 
from the San Roque dam project. 

‘SMC can put money in the en- 
егу sector. Why not? Money is 
the least of its problems, and it 


сап help prevent a repeat of the 
12-hour long blackouts. 

But the thing is, under its by- 
laws, SMC is committed to stay in 
the food business. To go ifto the 
power sector, it will need the ap- 
proval of its stockholders to 
amend its by-laws. 

‘Todo that, management needs 
to get the approval of the board. 
Management also needs to 
study—and study it hard 
'enough—whether or not an in- 
vestment in Transco will yield the 
зате retums as, say, an invest- 
mentin food. 

Its not as if, just because of the 

media reports, SMC is already set 
on bidding for Transco. Far from 
it, Bubwit! SMC is not in the habit 
of throwing away money. 
BUT make no mistake: The power 
crisis is real. In a conference on 
energy sponsored by the Philip- 
pine Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, one speaker noted that 
the power shortage should be ex- 
pected in 2007 or early 2008. 

If we were to prevent it, he 
said, we should make the order 
for a power plant in the next 60 
days. And that was in May 2004! 
‘More than 120 days ago! 

Now we have ай of three years 
to do it. We should be starting 
now. If we don't, we will only re- 
peat the mistake of the Kuya Ed- 
dieadministration. 

At that time, with blackouts 
running up to 12 hours a da 
Kuya Eddie had to go for the so- 
called “fast track.” Result: the fa- 
mous IPPs. 

They are the private genera- 
tion plants which became famous 
for onerous contracts, almost 
synonymous to first degree mur- 
der ofthe Filipino consumers. 

"What we need are the "mer- 
chant plants.” They can sell elec- 
tricity to distributors and indus- 
trial users at competitive rates. 
After ай, creating competition is 
what we want out of the energy 
reform program. 105 not media 
value and all thats. 


9th national convention on statistics starts on Oct. 4 


THENINTH National Convention 
on Statistics will be held on Oct. 4 
and 5 at the Edsa Shangri-La Ho- 
tel, Mandaluyong City. 

‘The convention, held every 
three years, will bring together 
some 600 statisticians, computer 


engineers, applied scientists and 
researchers from all over the 
country to share, learn and im- 
prove knowledge and skill in the 
field of statistics. 

Speakers of the two-day event, 
which has the theme "Rising Be- 


yond Global Challenges Through 
Quality Philippine Statistics,” will 
cover topics on statistical applica- 
tions in industry education, health, 
environment, science, technology, 
local governance and other fields. 
For more information, please 


ATENEO GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 


MIGRATES TO A NEW VANTAGE POINT IN CEBU 


a 


The Ateneo Graduate School of Business 


in Cebu has alighted on a new perch 
at the Cebu Holdings Building 


Ayala Business Park. 


Previously located at the North 


Reclamation arca, 


is now at the. 


center of the business district 
walking distance from the Ayala 
Center Cebu and just across the 


Marriott Hotel. 


ATENEO GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 


GIF Cebu Holdings Building 
Ayala Business Park, Cebu City 


Та 032-2321665 and 032-2319478 


contact the Convention Secretariat 
at the National Statistical Coordi- 
nation Board, 2nd Midland Buen- 
dia Building, 403 Sen. Gil Puyat 
‘Avenue, Makati City, telephone 
‘numbers: 897-2170, 8952436; or 
email: ncs@nscb.gow.ph. 


T-bill ... 


Frompage 8! 


for government secu- 
Tities). We are more 
firm this time in im- 
plementin езе 
taps, that’s why 
banks offered lower 
rates now,” Figueroa 
said in a briefing af- 
ter the auction. 
Figueroa, whose 
resignation takes ef- 
fect on Oct. 15, said 
the auction commit- 
tee had set the cap. 
for the 91-day bills at 
7.775 percent and for 
the 364-day paper at 
10 percent. She said 
the committee has 
mot set a cap for the 
182.day bills as they 
did not expect ab- 
surdly high bids for 
these securities. 
Figueroa said that 
based on the levels 
deemed acceptable 
by the auction com- 
mittee, they accepted 
only P3.95 billion 
worth of bids for the 
91-day paper and did 
тог raise the entire 
amount of the sched- 
wled borrowing of 
P45 billion. For the 
182- and 364 4ау 
bills, the committee. 
accepted P3.5 billion 
and РЗ billion worth 
of bids, respectively, 
raising the ful 
amount of the bor- 
rowing program. 
Figueroa defended 
the Treasury's move 
of setting caps, ex- 
plaining that this was 
practical to prevent 
‘unreasonable і 
creases in interest 
rates. "Though rates 
should basically be 
market-determined, 
the Treasury also has 
to step in to help get 
rates that are accept- 
able for the govern- 
ment,” she said. 
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ELECTED to the board of directors of Anglo Philippine Holdings Corp. 
"were Alfredo Ramos, Presentacion Ramos, Augusto Sunico, Patrick 
Саойе, Maximo Licauco lll, Christopher Gotanco, Francisco Navarro, 
Roberto San Jose, Victor Benavidez, Noel Del Castillo and Leonardo Ar- 
‘uelles Jr. 


ELECTED regular members of the board of directors of Philippine Es- 
tales Corp. were Antonio Henson, Dee Hua Gatchalian, Elvira Ting, Ken- 
neth Gatchalian, Lisandro Abadia, Yolanda Dela Cruz, Arthur Lopez, Re- 
nato Magadia, Angel Umali, Arthur Ponsaran and Joaquin Obieta. 
MEMBERS of the board of directors of Victorlas Milling Co. Inc. elected 
Norberto Capay as a director to replace Arthur Aguilar who resigned el- 
fective Aug. 31. They also accepted the resignation of Aristotle Villaraza 
as a member of the board and member of the executive committee а 
‘well аз chair of the legal committee. Jose Chan Jr. was chosen to replace 
Villaraza. Compiled by Ray Leyesa, PDI Research 
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TRANSCO CONCESSION BID 


It's know-how, not cash, that counts, says PSALM exec 


Abigail L. Ho. 
and Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


ANY FIRM wanting to bag the 25-year con- 
cession agreement for the countrys na- 
tional power grid has to have the appropri- 
ate level of technical expertise and not on- 
y financial muscle, according to the top of- 
ficial of the Power Sector Assets and Liabil- 
ities Management Corp. (PSALM). 
Raphael Lotila, PSALM president, said 


Republic Act 9136 or the Electric Power In- 
dustry Reform Act of 2001 (Epira) required 
firms vying for the National Transmission 
Corp. (Transco} concession to have enough 
technical and financial capabilities to man- 
age and operate the national grid. 

"They have to meet the requirements 
of the law." he said. "They have to meet 
some technical qualifications." 

Food and beverage giant San Miguel 
Corp. and conglomerate Metro Pacific 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER... 


BusiNESS 


Corp. are currently studying the possibil- 
ity of bidding for the Transco concession. 
While both firms have the financial 
muscle to acquire the contract, both do not 
have any experience in the power sector. 
While not specifically referring to 
‘SMC and Metro Pacific, Lotila said that 
unless a prospective Transco concession- 
had partners with enough technical 
capabilities in running a national trans- 
mission grid, they would not be consid- 


егей suitable candidates forthe contract. 

‘Analysts balked at the possibility of МС 
participating in the auction forthe Transco 
‘concession contract as power was never 
рап of the company's core competencies. 

“It may have а negative effect since 
this is outside of their core business,” a 
senior analyst from a local think tank 
said. “One, they have to sort out the reg- 
ulatory environment (governing these 
assets), specially on the judiciary level." 


‘While analysts reacted negatively to the 
ЗМС bid for the Tranco concession, 
said it would make more sense for Metro 
Pacificto participate in the auction as it was 
now involved in infrastructure projects. 
Metro Pacific, through Metro Strategic. 
Infrastructure Holdings Inc., holds a 10- 
percent stake in Citra Metro Manila Toll- 
way Corp., owner and operator of Skyway. 
Five firms are currently in the running 
to bag the Transeo concession agreement. 


RP firm invests 
P27.6M for 
seaweed export 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


FRANCHISE SEMINAR 


Learn all about Franchising, developing your business into а franchise, 
selecting a franchise, etc. - conducted by foreign Franchise Consultant wth 
25 years experience in 3 Continents & get introduced to avaiable Franchises 
Saturday, October 2, 2004 - 1:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saffron Room, CRAVINGS Restaurant, Katipunan Ave, QC 
Seminar Fee Eaty Bird Rate P 955. For details please ca 
RK FRANCHISE CONSULTANCY (02) 912-2946 / 912-2973 
Nationwide Tollfree Number 1800-10-88888RK 


AITTI 


\ for the adventure called everyday 


PCI WORLDWIDE Inc. а 100-percent Filipino 
firm, is investing P27.6 million for the pro- 
duction and export of refined and semi-pro- 
‘cessed carageenan. 

According to the Department of Trade and 
Industry PCIWI' facility in Carmona, Cavite, 
would initially get the bulk of its seaweed re- 
quirements from the coastal areas of Мих 
danao. 

However, PCIWI also has plans to source 
half of its raw materials from Southern 
Tagalog provinces, the Mindoros and 
Palawan. 

PCIWI would help develop seaweed farm- 
ing activities in those provinces by facilitating 
seminars on the proper method of seaweed 
cultivation, harvesting, drying and handling 
process, with help from the Bureau of 
eries and Aquatic Resources, DTI officials 
said. 

PCIWI, whose venture would start com- 
mercial operation in March 2005, has assured 
the government it has an immediate market 
forits products. 

"Trade Undersecretary Elmer C. Hernandez 
said the government was encouraging in- 
vestors to locate their projects in the marginal 
regions to create jobs and help in developing 
such areas. 

"Among the support that is provided to 
these projects are tax incentives such as in- 
come tax holiday, tax credit in raw materials, 
and duty-free importation of capital equip- 
ment Hernandez 
said. 

Hernandez, whois 
managing head of 
the Board of Invest- 
ments, said firms in- 
volved in such pro- 
jects could also avail 
of assistance from 
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AFTER introducing their subscribers 
to the wonders of electronic reload- 
ing and load-sharing with Autoload- 
and Share-a-Load, Globe 
Handyphone pioneers yet another 
line 
reloading. This service is made pos- 
sible by a partnership with Pay- 


MAX 


convenient reloading option: 


ре 


элү vent сом 


GLOBE'S head of reload services Cindy Salaya and 
Yehey! chief operating officer Kevin Khoe seals the part- 


nership with a handshake. 


Seminar Wo 


More then 50,000 female high school students in more than. 


40 schools in Metro Manila attended 


sium on proper feminine hygiene kicked-otf during August of 
this year by pH Care feminine wash. The event which was pre- 
sented by the country’s no. 1 feminine wash, pH Care, was well 
received in different public and private schools in Metro Mani- 
та, The symposium that was spearheaded by the pH Care mar- 
keting team and different medical experts aimed to educate 
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People) Ezentse? Products 


EE vv 
Globe Handyphone, Yehey! 
pioneer online reloading 


ipino search engine Yehey! 


Savings, 
РА, 


http://au- 


tojoad.yehey.com 
and start reloading 
prepaid credits! 


P150, 


P300, Р500 and 
P1000 denomina- 
tions are available 
for Globe Prepaid 


Subscribers. 
Mobile. 
scribers, 


the 
reloading 


P200, P300, P400 


Plus+, BancNet and premiere Fil- 


То reload Prepaid credits via the 
internet, Globe Prepaid and Touch 
Mobile subscribers must have an ex- 
isting Savings or Current account 
with any of the following BancNet 
members: Metrobank, RCBC, RCBC 


Bank, China Bank 
and Chinatrust. El- 
igible subscribers 
may then log on to 


on 
Other hand, have 
option 


ог Р500. Online subscribers may 
reload their own prepaid account ог 
their friends and families’ accounts. 
All AutoloadMAX transactions done 
online will be charged to the sub- 
seriber’s designated Bancnet ac- 
count. 

‘And that's not all! From Sept. 10 
to Nov. 18, ten Motorola E398 sur- 
round sound mobile phones will be 
given away to lucky online reload- 
ers. Each successful reload via 
http://autoload.yehey.com entitles 
а subscriber to one raffle coupon. 
Three (3) draws will be held during 
the promo period. There is no limit 
to the number of raffle entries per 
subscriber, and all non-winning en- 
tries will be entered in the succeed- 

draws. Winning subscribers will 
be notified via email. 

Online reloading is a valuable ad- 
dition to the wealth of resources 
available in the World Wide Web. 
With Globe Handyphone, reloading 
prepaid credits is just a mouse click 
away! So what are you waiting for? 
log on to  bup//autoload. 
yehey.com and reload now! 


Allied 


P250, 


Touch 


sub- 


of 
P150, 


shop on 


Pe 
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А symposium on proper feminine hygiene 5 


August to September 2004 
LET'S TALK GIRL CAMPUS TOUR 


Lets Talk Gif a sympo- 


DI TEAM NOW IN RP TO SHARE SUCCESS FORMULA 


Photo shows Larry Tan (2nd trom 
lef) Asia's business start-up guru and 
coach, and the co-founder ot Dreams 
Inspiration (0) team from Singapore, 
a group of self-made entrepreneurs 
‘out to inspire and coach individuals to 
det ahead financially, spiritually and 
mental Tan and is group are cur- 
телу in the Philippines to share their 
Success formula, a proven business- 
coaching system, focused on pros- 
pering through colaboration and not 
on compettion. They have been shar- 


A. WII | 


ing their business system here in the 
Philippines with entrepreneurial aspi- 
rants, or the past few months. Shown 
in photo with Tan are (from eft Rafi 
M. Nancy Samot and Robin Tan of the. 
Dreams Inspiration team here inthe 
Philippines. For further Information on 
Dreams Inspirations latest АН En- 
trepreneurship’, Science of Prosperi- 
y and Heath Entrepreneur, Wealthy 
Entrepreneur progiars, log onto 
hipJ/sop dreamsinspiraton.com or 
cal (916-488-8725. 


JOSE MARI CHAN ENDORSES onc 


“Josa Mari Chan, the official compa- 
my endorser of Oriental Assurance 
Corp (OAC), signs the contract anew 
‘with Domingo Cotoco, OAC presi- 
dent. OAC belleves that Chan's 
achievements In music, as well as, 
in business, t OAC's dependability 


ч 


and stabilty as а non-life insurance 
provider in the country. Witnessing 
the event held at OAC Headquarters 
їп Ortigas Center last July 30, wera 
(standing at tna back): Luz Coloco, 
OAC EVP and Jun Cotoco, VP for 
marketing 


young students on proper feminine care practices. After the. 
lecture, the students were given free sachets of pH Care femi- 
nine wash along with educational materials on feminine hy- 
giene. Freebies were also given away as prizes and as a token 
‘of appreciation to both the students and school administra- 
tors. it you want your school to be the next stop of 'Let's Talk 
Girl you can call Ad Staunch Communication Network at and 
look for Rita Boquiron at 550-1732. 


Bea La Salle 
Brother 


ing a five-day Even program trom 
Sept. 29 to Oct. 3. The ive program 

is an opportunity for participants to know the com- 
‘munity and the Brothers beter through personal ex- 
perience of the Ше they ive. The participants wil aiso 
be exposed in the daily activities of the Brothers such 
as in prayers, work and other social actes. The 
program is open to male undergraduate and gradu- 
ate students, faculty and co-academic personnel 
Those interested may email sockievi@yahoo.com or 
{scaspirants@yahoo.com or text 0917-8928799. 


Catering business seminar 
A MANAGING а Catering Business Seminar- Work- 
shop wil be heid on Sept. 29 to Oct. 7 (exciuding 
Weekends), rom 12105 p.m., at Ipanerna Bar & 
Restaurant. 2nd Level Eastwood City Чак, East- 
wood City, Libis. Quezon Cay. Reservations are on 
a first-come-trst-served basis at tel. no. 687-1787 
or 0916-8226053. Seminar ees P5,000 per par- 
орап inclusive of materiais ала manual 


39 ways to close more sales 
A MUST tor every salesperson, lea the 39 special 
techniques thal top producers use to close more 
Sales. The seminar is stated on Sept. 29, lrom 110 
5 pm. at Holiday In Galeria Manta (formerly Gal- 
Jia Sune). Hesure lecturer is Rene Espinosa, 
nasaginp director of PMI. This seinar 8 spon- 
Sorea by Роны ana has Inc. For more informa- 
onreservation, сай Mercy at 638-7719-20. 


Chowking promo 

CHOWKING is giving away mini mooncakes to- 
ауто lucky customers in celebration of the Mid- 
Autumn Festival. Any food purchase entities the 
customer for à chance to pleka prie. 


‘ortice Savers’ promo 


ing you tha best finds In tne ord ot state-of 
\ге-әп technologies through ts “Ortica Savers” 
promo . valable ali this month, Office Savers s 
‘comprised of mulipl treats such as Iree Seattle's 
Best їп cartiicates, big discounts and the ulate 
О percent offer. Cool treats willbe given right away 
for every purchase ot осе items avalabe in tha 
store. Moreover, shoppers wil also have options to 
choose their favorite audio-video appliances, siec- 
tronics and houseware varieties. Visit the nearest 
Automatic Centre and Sogo Horne & Office Center 
том For details cali 812-5604 or 632-0073. 
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WEST CONTACT OPENS STATE-OF-THE-ART CALL CENTER 


West Contact Services recently inaugurated its 
state-of-the-art office and call center at Export. 
Bank Building at the corner of Pasong Тато Ext. 
and бй Puyat Avenue. Guest of honor includes 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and Depart- 
‘ment of Trade and Industry Secretary Cesar 


Purisima. Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay congratu- 
lated the officers and staff of West Contact Ser- 
vices Inc in his message. He also cited Makati 
City to have the most developed teleconimunica- 
tions infrastructure in the country with over 
188,000 land-based telephone subscribers. 


Design guru to brief exhibitors in RP’s 
international furniture show 


WORLD-renowned Filipino lifestyle designer 
PJ Aranador will conduct a design briefing at 1 
p.m. on Tuesday (Sept. 28) at the Astoria 
Plaza, Escriva Drive (formerly Amber Avenue), 
Ortigas Business District, Pasig City. 

‘Aranador’s briefing is intended for the ex- 
hibitors in the much-awaited Philippine Inter- 
national Furniture Show (PIFS), which is slat- 
ed at the World Trade Center Metro Manila. 
and the Philippine Trade Training Center from 
Feb. 28 to March 3, 2005. 

The topics are PIFS 2005 design theme di- 
rections, theme pavilion and special settings, 
and product development and design. 

Having worked as a designer, stylist and 
consultant in almost ай the continents around 
the world, Aranador has revolutionized the 
global acceptance of Filipinos as among the 
most sought after design professionals in the 
international community. Aranador, whose 
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field of expertise ranges from fashion to home 
objects and design-led crafts, is also the PIFS 
design director and show curator. He will pre- 
sent the core creative matrix for PIFS 2005. 

This early, though, close to 100 furniture 
firms from all over the Philippines have con- 
firmed their participation, leaving only 18 per- 
cent of the exhibit space at the World Trade 
Center available. Likewise, early advertising 
and promotions were conducted in Western 
and Eastern Europe, Middle East, and the Unit- 
ed States to attract big foreign buyers. 

Organized by the Chamber of Furniture In- 
dustries of the Philippines (CFIP), PIFS has 
been attracting foreign buyers from all over 
the world and generating millions of dollars in 
booked orders and under negotiation. 

Моге information can be obtained from the 
CFIP (tel. 6312834, fax 6312977, or email in- 
fo@cfipnet.com). 
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EXPORT AND INDUSTRY BANK SIGN AGREEMENT WITH BAYANTEL 


Export and Industry Bank and Bayan Telecommuri- 


cations (BayanTal) recently signed a contract for 
BayanTe's provisioning of domestic frame relay. 
With the agreement, Bayanel provides Exportbank 
with the required connectivity to its branches ata 
cost-effectve manner through a thorough study of 
the locations and infrastructure requirement. Pre- 


ASIACO OPENS ITS 53RD OUTLET 
În iine with ts objective of making ts products easi- 
ly available to lis clentele,Aslaco Enterprises Inter 
Rational recently opened ts newest branch at the 
Orbgas Нотта Depot. Tha company boasts ns best- 
selirs such as tne stackable organizers, stainless 
steel pullout wire baskets, lose accessories, alu- 
manum anu ssatdess ste tient casts вл 


sent during the contract signing were (trom let: 
BayanTel director tor relationship markets Hans. 
Voltaire Bayaborda, Exportbank senior manager 
Michael Asiddao, Exportbank chief information ot- 
ficer Josemaria Valdes, BayanTal vice president for 
corporate and business markets Junie Pama, and 
Exportbank first vice president Danilo Camacho 


STRENGTHENING DR. P’S NO. 
POSITION IN THE MARKET 


‘Strengthening Dr. P Adult Diapers’ No. 1 position 
in the market, Push Girls in merchandising areas. 
of leading supermarkets personaly share the ben- 
efits of Dr. P with their customers by hightighting 
оп its unique features; a super absorbent pad with 
antibiosis and deodorization that kill harmful bac- 
teria while neutralizing unpleasant odors and af- 
fordablity The approach encourages open lines 
between Dr. Р and its customers. Dr. P adult dia- 
pers come indifferent variants: Basic for lightin- 
Continence, Standard for moderate incontinence, 
and Premium for heavy incontinence. Exclusively 
distributed in the Philippines by East Valley Enter- 
prises Inc, Dr. P aduk diapers are available at all 
leading supermarkets, groceries, and diug store» 


wall-mounted kitchen accessories. The opening 
was graced by (гот lat) Sally Rodriguez, Asaco 
assistant outlet sales supervisor for Metro Manila; 
Kenneth Tung, Ortigas Home Depot general mane 
өг; and Marites Аваза, Aslaco outlet sales зареги 
sor. Askco offers tro technical advice through thelr 
ote 744-1556 ог text 0920-9010936 
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Napocor’s huge debt, colossal losses 


By Edgardo M. Del Fonso 
(First ofa series) 


THE NATIONAL Power Corp. is 
+ once again in the eye of the storm 
for the umpteenth.time in its 
checkered history. This time the 
condemnation is raining down 
hard on Napocor for its huge loss- 
es, colossal debt and rising tariff. 

‘Accusations are coming in tor- 
rent, as if there is brisk demand 
for them: Napocor is run by in- 
competent, corrupt people who 
Drought financial ruin to the com- 
pany and who should therefore 
have their salaries cut, dis- 
charged from service, or (hope- 
fully with tongue in cheek) elec- 
trocuted. Napocor itself should 
be placed under closer supervi- 
sion, closed down, or (again 
hopefully with tongue in cheek) 
bombed out of existence. 

Napocor executives and other 
officials are shuttling between 
the two houses of Congress to ех- 
plain its losses in endless hear- 
ings before a confusing array of 
committees, all ostensibly in aid 
oflegislation. 

No one can begrudge Congress 
for exercising its 
right to conduct 
inquiries to ad- 
dress pressing 
issues of national concern, curb 
abuses of the executive depart- 
ment, or to craft better laws. Апу 
man-made problem should be 
susceptible to solution through a 
dispassionate exchange of views 
and perspectives іп good faith 
among reasonable men and 
‘women. If that is what hearings 
are really after. 

"The problem with these hear- 
ings is hat they are less an effort. 
to uncover the truth or to under- 
stand the fundamental reasons 
behind a given problem, than a 
rush to judgmentto pin the blame 
‘on some hapless public officials, 
past or present, for a perceived 
wrong. We see self-absorbed leg- 
isators fulminating with self- 
righteous, if somewhat self-con- 

ous, indignation and subject- 

ing hapless witnesses to public 
ridicule with not even the slight- 
est pretense at elementary со 
tesy or civility. Especially while 
ТУ cameras are rolling. 


Public ridicule 

The atmosphere at these hear- 
ings is at once accusatory, and 
опе seeing the tableau from the 
sidelines could not help feeling 
that a lynching party is at work. 
‘The objective seems to be to un- 
settle, even to demean the wit- 
nesses from the start to soften 
them up for the inquisition о fol- 
low. One such hearing started 
with the witnesses, all govern- 
ment officials, being asked to 
state one by one, under oath and 
the glare of TV cameras, their to- 
tal salaries and allowances, as if 
to prove they are making uncon- 
scionable salaries. All they got 
was the revelation that the presi- 
dent and chief executive officer of 
the biggest Philippine согрога- 
tion in sales and assets is taking 
home no more than a mid-level 
manager in a mid-sized private 
company. 

And yet when the hearings 
started in earnest, the witnesses 
never got the chance to discuss 
fully the ostensible reason for the 
hearing, which was to get to the 
bottom of Napocor’s losses and 
level of debt. Committee mem- 
bers took turns pummeling the 
witnesses with questions as if 
there's some kind of contest to 
find out who could bring maxi- 
mum discomfort to the witnesses. 
So the hearing ended without re- 
solving anything, other than to 
'hold the witnesses to public 
ridicule. 

Some legislators have solemn- 
ly intoned that Napocor should 
be closed down because of its 
debt and its losses. But the debt 
and losses are just symptoms of 
the underlying problems. Closing 
Napocor or capping its debt will 
remove the symptoms, perhaps, 
but the underlying problems re- 
main. The government still has to 
run the power plants until they 
are privatized, and its debt, all 
‘guaranteed by the national gov- 
‘ernment, still has to be paid. So a 
debt cap or Napocors closure will 
not bring any lasting solution. 

"The bald fact is that Napocor 
has been used as a vehicle to pro- 
vide hidden subsidies for the con- 
sumers. Napocor was tasked 1o 
build power plants entirely on 
borrowed money, then forced to 
sell electricity below cost. Out of 
necessity it incurred huge debts - 

most entirely in foreign curren- 
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"THE 1,200-МУ/ lijan power plant of 


cy—to finance йз expansion. 
‘Thatis not necessarilya bad thing 
if Napocor can sell power for 
more than what it takes to pro- 
duce it But 
Napocor — has 
been unable to 
obtain a tariff 
structure that willfully cover its 
costs. That is bad enough, be- 
cause it would need to borrow yet 
again to pay maturing loans and 
interest. But if the peso also de- 
preciates against foreign curren- 
cies, as it continues to, the effect 
is catastrophic. 
Flawed policies, priorities 

Tt is now time to pony up for 
those subsidies. It is not Roger 
Матіз fault as Napocor presi- 
dent, or of those before him, that 
Маросог went on a building and 
borrowing spree but was prevent- 
ей from collecting a decent tariff 
from its customers. The losses 
and the debt are the consequence. 
mainly of past legislation; the 
flawed policies and priorities, ac- 
tions or inaction of different ad- 
ministrations, and regulatory de- 
cisions that went against Napoc- 

‘They had said Roger Murga 
should be fired as Napocor presi- 
dent for presiding over this 
wretched state of affairs. If 
Michael the Archangel were run- 
ning Napocor, they also would be 
asking for his head (or his wings) 
їп no time at all. But to expect 
anyone to overcome these prob- 
ems is a little ike sending Roger 
‘out with another Light Brigade to 
walk-trot-march against a horse- 
shoe of massed artillery, caval 
and infantry, and expecting him 
to rout the enemy A multi-award- 
ей outstanding UP alumnus, and 
with distinguished career in the. 
private sector behind him, he сап 
be as good as anyone in running 
any corporation. But not with the 
impossible odds he, like Lord 
Cardigan of Balaclava, had faced. 

‘This paper is intended to dis- 
cuss the dimensions of Napocors 
financial problems and to under- 
stand how it got to where it is 
now. In the process, it will at- 
tempt to address the putative rea- 
sons for Napocor' financial dis- 
tress, and bring to light other 
forces and developments that 
have had a major impact on the 
state company but which have 
not been acknowledged in all the 
debates so far. 

First, an understanding of the 
size and reasons for Napocors 
2003 losses is useful in providing 
context. The consolidated loss of 
Napocor and National Transmis- 
sion Co.—Transco в stil officially 
part of Napocor—is P117 billion: 
P113 billion for Napocor, P4 bil- 
lion for Transco. (Transco actual- 
ly lost money due to its propor- 
tionate share i the interest and 
foreign exchange losses). 


Interests, forex losses. 
Napocor! other expenses, co- 
incidentally, also reached P117 
billion, consisting mostly of inter 
est and foreign exchange loses. 
One could argue that if not for 
these other expenses, Napocor 
would have broken even in 2003. 
Of these other expenses, P78 bil- 
lion-—or two-thirds of the losses - 
is directly linked to a bookkeep- 
ing change. Until 2002 forex loss- 
ез on loans and IPP obligations 
could be spread out over the re- 
maining life of the underlying 
loans or contracts, some of which 
stretch as far out as 2028. Indeed, 
that is exactly how the obliga- 
tions will be discharged. But in a 
major swing of the pendulum to- 
wards obsessive conservatism, 


Керсо was built under the BOT scheme. 


the accounting profession de- 
creed through Statement of Fi- 
nancial Accounting Standards ВА 
that companies should take the 
hit on forex losses immediately 
and in full. Thus, an innocuous- 
sounding guideline magnified 
Napocor's losses by three times, 
compared to what it would have 
reported under previous account- 
ing fiat. Note that the P78 billion 
is a translation loss payable over 
a period of time, not an out-of- 
pocket cost payable this year or 
next. A lot of people have made a 
lot of noise and issued dire pre- 
dictions on the assumption that 
the P78 billion is a recurring 
charge that calls for immediate 
cash payment. 

Of all the lament over Na 
ог parlous financial condition, 
mone has attracted more blame 
than the Presidents decision in 
May 2002 to cap the Purchased 
Power Cost at P0.40 per kilowatt 
hour. Citing itas a concession to 
populist sentiment, critics claim 


tion of capacity fees, classified 
under basic charge. Because PPC 
is now lower, then necessarily the 
'un-recovered amount would also 
decline. With the сар remaining 
at P0.40, the under-recovery was. 
reduced further from P0.69 in 
May 2002 to an average of P0.34 
through July 2004. Of the P0.34, 
Napocor has recovered РОЛІ by 
virtue of subsequent ERC rulings, 
leaving just PO.23 per kilowatt 
hour, equivalent to P16 billion, as 
the amount that has remained 
unrecovered from the May 2002 
decision. That is а long way from 
the P60 billion that some critics 
are claiming. 

The third reason why the 
predictions about the impact of 
the PPA cap will not happen is 
that the absolute level of the PPA 
will decline in due course, as 
some of the more expensive ой- 
fired plants are retired from ser- 
vice. Eight IPPs with a total ca- 
pacity of 756 MW have expired, 
and six more with 577 MW of ca- 
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from the Napocor privatization 
plan, prepared by PSALM in con- 
junction with NM Rothschilds, а 
Tes international invest- 
ment bank. PSALM submitted the. 
privatization plan to the Joint 
Congressional Power Commis- 
sion їп November 2001, months. 
before the PPA decision. 

The main body of the privatiza- 
tion plan described the proposed 
modality, sequence, timing and 
valuation in selling the assets of 
Napocor and Transco. It devoted 
а section on IPP liability manage- 
‘ment, a function that PSALM as- 
sumed under the Electric Power 
Industry Reform Act, or Epira. 
What the President ordered was 
precisely what PSALM suggested, 
except for the timing. PSALM 
proposed to "levelize" the PPA— 
ie, flatten it out at a constant 
amount over а period of time, 
rather than charge itas and when 
incurred. Unadjusted, the PPA 
would follow a downward slope 
from P0.88 per kWh in 2002 to 
zero in 2022. Instead of imposing 
а high PPA in the early years, 
Napocor would bill consumers a 
constant nominal amount over а 
period of time and thereby give. 
consumers relief in the medium 
term. The estimate prepared at 
the time showed that a uniform 
РРА of PO.40 per kwh over a 20- 
year period would equate with 
the unadjusted PPA. The plan, 
however, was contingent on the 
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that this decision is the single 
largest blow to Napocor's viabi 
ху, costing the utility almost P30 
billion yearly in lost revenue. 

There are three things wrong 
with the analysis and the conclu- 
sions that flowed from this: 

ө The PO.85/kWh under-re- 
covery was only for Luzon. The 
РРА per kWh in May 2002: P1.25 
for Luzon, P0.79 for the Visayas 
and P0.54 for Mindanao. The av- 
erage for the Philippines was 
P1.09. With a cap of P0.40, the 
under-recovery was therefore 
P0.69, and not PO.8S as has been 
generally believed. 

ө In October 2002 the ERC 
unbundled generation rates, as 
required by law. The total genera- 
tion rate Napocor could charge йз 
tustomers remained the same, 
but the classification of charges 
was changed. Now there are 
three components: Fuel, Pur- 
chased Power Cost or PPC, and 
basic charge. The cost of the IPP 
contracts was splii between 
PPC—the amount subject to the 

‘cap—and amortiza 


pacity will terminate by 2008. 
Savings from the re-negotiation 
Qf IPP contracts will also help re- 
'iuce ће overall amount of the 
PPA. These reductions, coupled 
with the increase in volume of 
sales over time, will bring the PPA 
down sharply from its peak in 
2002. By 2006, the unadjusted 
PA will be at PO.35 per kWh, be- 
low the P0.40 cap. 


Not completely lost. 

What all these say is that the 
sound and fury over the Presi- 
Gent's decision to cap the PPA 
all for nothing. Of Napocors loss 
in 2003 of P117 billion, РВ bil- 
lion, or less than 7 percent, was 
due o the PPA cap, and even that 
will eventually be collected. Crit- 
ics will have to bark up another 
tree 

"There are two more points in 
relation to the President's deci- 
Sion to cap the PPA. Far from be- 
ing а kneejerk reaction to the 
publics clamor for lower power 
rates, the underlying analytical 
si for capping the PPA came 
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ERC's approval to include a fi- 
nancing cost element in the РРА 
ice Napocor could not afford to 
absorb the interest on additional 
borrowings needed to finance the 
PPA deferral. 

А graphic presentation of this 
scheme is shown in the charts be- 
low. The first chart shows the an- 
nual PPA in US dollars (in bars) 
and the corresponding PPA per 
kWh. The second shows the PPA 
at a constant PO.40 per kWh until 
it drops in later years. It also 
shows the absolute amount of the 
PPA in US dollars corresponding 
to the per-kWh PPA. 


Clamor for lower PPA 

‘The privatization plan, includ- 
ing the said PPA scheme, was di 
cussed extensively in early 2002 
with the Joint Congressional 
Power Commission, the commit- 
tees on energy of both the House 
and the Senate, rating agencies 
such as Moody's and Fitch and 
creditors such as the Asian Devel- 
opment Bank and the World Bank 
before и was eventually endorsed 


by the JCPC and approved by the 
President on Oct. 4, 2002. 

The Presidents decision was 
therefore based on studies that 
showed Napocor can support a 
"levelized" PPA of PO.40 per kWh, 
assuming ERC would allow re- 
covery of the financing cost. 
Events did not exactly conform to 
plan, since it was put into place. 
before NPC could obtain explicit 
authority from ERC. 

Мом a word on the timing, At 
the time of the President's deci- 
sion, there was a loud clamor 
from consumers, cause-oriented 
groups and the media to reduce 
the PPA. Meralco's IPPs were all 
operational by then, and the com- 
bined PPA from Meralco and 
Napocor was running at over 
4,00 per kWh. 

Congress took note of the 
clamor, and soon competing bills 
мете filed trying to outdo one an- 
other in driving down the PPA. 
House Bill No. 4741 filed by фе 
energy committee would exempt 
about 60 percent of residential 
‘customers from the PPA, and the 
rest would enjoy a moratorium of 
three to four years before they 
pay a centavo of PPA (to Napocor: 
Meralco will continue to charge 
its PPC in its franchise area). Un- 
der Senate Bill 2140 filed by 14 
senators (eight of whom are still 
in office), 77 percent of residen- 
tial customers would either enjoy 
total exemption or a 50 percent 
discount while ай оет would 
enjdy three years of PPA-free elec- 
tricity. An amendment proposed 
by an opposition senator would 
either exempt or provide dis- 
counts to 94 percent of all resi 
dential customers, or the others, 
the freeze stays for three years. 
Mercifully, all these bills would 
allow Napocor to recover the re- 
lated financing cost, but it still 
would have to raise as much as 
420 billion in incremental loans. 
Because of the sentiment of the 
times, it was a foregone conclu- 
sion that Congress would pass 


nts move in May 
2002 therefore pre-empted the 
snowballing move to legislate a 
lower PPA. That action served 
several purposes: it silenced the 
uproar over high power rates, 
kept the PPA at a reasonable and 
affordable level, and saved 
Napocor from having to borrow 
several hundred billion pesos 

tis interesting that back then, 
legislators were tripping over one 
another trying to claim paternity 
to an idea that would be per- 
ceived as pro-poor: As the deci 
sion on the PPA cap has become 
an orphan among legislators, not 
опе of them—including those 
‘who sponsored the various PPA 
bills -has stood up to defend or 
even agree with the President's 
decision, Some of those who 
sponsored bills with more gener- 
ous give-aways are among the 
‘most vocal in criticizing the Presi- 
dent on this issue. 

As a final note on this subject, 
the"levelized" PPA was estimated 
in 2001 at P0.40 per kWh over 20 
years. An update prepared by 
PSALM in April 2004 shows the 
“levelized” PPA will now be PO.25 
per kWh in 18 years. In the end, 
therefore, a lot of trees died and 
gallons of ink spilled over а non- 
issue. 


Deal with Meralco 

Another reason mistakenly cit- 
ed for Napocor's loss is the failure 
‘of Meralco to abide by the terms 
оГ its 10-year supply agreement 
with Napocor. As its own IPPs be- 
came operational, Meralco began 
to cut its purchase of power from 
Napocor below the contracted 
level. Napocor continued to bill 
Meralco for the full volume but 
Meralco refused to pay up, invok- 
ing various reasons as the basis 
for its action. Napocor and Meral- 
co eventually agreed on a com- 
promise agreement to settle the 
dispute, and the agreement is 
now pending for the approval of 
the ERC. Until the matter is final- 
ly resolved Napocor continues to 
accrue revenues from Meralco as 
if the 10-year contract is still op- 
erative, and so has not booked 
any loss arising from the Napoc- 
orMeralco agreement, Thus, 
Meralco's refusal to honor the 
contract has not had an impact on 
Napocors profitability. lt has, 
however, added to Napocors fi- 
mancing burden as its receivables 
from Meralco keep piling up” 
pending eventual settlement. (To 
be continued) 

(The author is the former presi- 
dent of Power Sector Assets and Li- 
abilities Management Corp ) 


The wild chase is on for Inquirer's Guyito! 
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Smart, Sun Cellular 
ordered to settle row 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


THE NATIONAL Telecommunications Com 
mission has directed Smart Communications 
Inc. and Sun Cellular of Digitel Telecommuni- 
cations Philippines inc. to immediately re- 
solve their interconnection dispute so а not 
to affect their services to subscribers 

Smart and Sun Cellular were locked in dis- 
agreement over interconnection fees, accord- 
ing to sources 

Тһе NTC said it was worried that Smart 
would disconnect from Digitels wireless and 
landline operations and has ordered the 


И country’s biggest mobile firm nor to disrupt its 


services with the Gokongwei telecom firm. 
Smart had 16.1 million subscribers as of 
end-June while Sun Cellular said it had about 
700,000 customers. 
Interconnection is crucial especially for small- 
er players like Sun Cellular because it would 
have a hard time attractive subscribers if its net- 
work could not hook up with the bigger players. 
Smart had a similar problem with Globe 
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when the former was just starting to offer the. 
GSM wireless service and the Ayala:con- 
trolled firm already had a critical mass of sub- 
scribers. Smart, a subsidiary of Philippine 
long Distance’ Telephone Co, retaliated 
through its parent firm by refusing to hook up. 
with Globe. 

“The issue blew up and then President Estra- 
да had to intercede to resolve the intercon- 
nection dispute. 

“The Commission enjoins the parties from. 
taking any unilateral action that would result 
inthe disconnection or disruption of intercon- 
nection between their respective networks 
that may affect service,” the NTC said in its or- 


“der dated Sept. 17 to Smart and Sun Cellular. 


Sources said Smart was charging Digitel 
more than P85 million in interconnection 
fees, but Digitel had paid only P66 million 
based on reduced domestic access charges. 

‘The interconnection fees cover the traffic 
from Digite’s fixed-line to Smart, Smart to 
Digitel fixed-line, Sun Cellular to Smart and 
Smart to Sun Cellular. 


Ad valorem... 


From page Bt 


“If we will be using the retail prices, how 
will the tax be collected, considering the 
many retailers and vendors we have," the fi- 
nance official asked. The source said the bills 
currently filed in Congress seeking the return. 
то ad valorem do not have a provision stating 
how and from whom the government will col- 
lect the excise taxes when the retail price is 
used as a basis. . 

Under the СОРУ proposal, the specific sys- 
tem of taxation would be retained, but the tax 
rates would be increased by 30.1 percent to 
reflect the inflation rate from 1997 to 2003. 
The DOFs proposal states the following 
change in tax rates: 

* from P1.12 to P1.46 per pack for 
cigarettes that cost below P5 per pack; 

* from PS.60 to P7.28 per pack for those. 
that cost between PS and P6.50; 

‘© from P8.96 to P11.66 per pack for 
cigarettes costing between P6.51 and P10; 

* from P13.44 to P17.48 per pack for 
cigarettes costing above P10. 

The DOF's version of the bill also states that 
the rates will be automatically increased ev- 
егу two years to factor in inflation. 
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Mining sector lures . . . 


From page Bi 


leased last month that the general view 
for the Philippines was “uncertain” due 
to political uncertainties and peace and 
order problems. 

Even then, Australian mining gi- 
ant Lafayette Mining Ltd.'s local unit 
has committed to develop a project 
in Rapu-rapu Island off the Bicol 
Peninsula. The joint venture with a 
local firm is expected to produce cop- 
per, gold, silver and zinc valued at 
$350 million over the initial six 
years. 

‘According to the Mines and Geo- 
sciences Bureau, a revitalized local min- 
ing industry could generate as much as 
36.2 billion in foreign investments from 
new large scale metallic mining and min- 
eral exploration projects over the next 
six years, 

‘Trade Secretary Cesar V Purisima had 
listed the mining sector as one ofthe sev- 
еп priority areas for investment promo- 
tion, noting that the country is rich in 


mineral resources. 

Purisima said such resources were es- 
timated to be worth $964.7 billion but 
would remain to be just potential if not 
developed. 

To date, 22 large-scale metallic 
projects worth $6.1 billion and 25 
exploration projects worth $62 mi 
lion are pending with the mining bu- 
teau. 

These include three nickel projects 
worth P1 billion each and all planned to 
start in 2009. The proponents are Nonoc 
Processing Corp., Asiaticus Pujada and 
Aglubang Mining Corp. 

Other mining projects are Silangan 
Mindanao Mining Corp.s PSO0-mil- 
lion copper project due in 200 
Benguet Corp.'s P532-million copper- 
gold project that is expected to be on 
Stream in 2007; Climax Arimco Mi 
ing Corp.'s P63-million copper-gold 
project for 2006, and Lepanto Consoli- 
dated Mining's P80-million gold pro- 
ject for 2004. 
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Oil prices near record, hurt stocks 


SINGAPORE—Asian stocks slid on Mon- 
day as crude oil prices closed in on a 
record near $50 a barrel. 

Also, investors in Japan sold bank and 
brokerage shares amid concern that 
Japan's economic recovery could stall 

Crude oil traded as high as $49.36 а 
barrel, up 48 cents on the day and just off 
a record of $49.40 set on Aug. 20, as vio- 
lence in Saudi Arabia, Nigeria and Iraq 
heightened global supply risks. 

il prices jumped amid reports of new 
violence in Iraq and after security forces 
in Saudi Arabia, the world's biggest oil 
exporter, clashed with suspected mili- 
tantsin the capital Riyadh on Sunday fol- 
loving the shooting death of a French- 
‘man in the Saudi Red Sea city of Jeddah. 

‘Meanwhile, Nigerian rebels fighting 
troops in Africa's top oil exporter threat- 
‘ened to extend their uprising across the 
whole of the country’s oil-producing 
southern delta 

US Secretary of State Colin Powell 
said insurgency was worsening in Iraq, 


where rebels have repeatedly targeted 
the country soil infrastructure. 

Japanese stocks extended losses for а 
seventh straight session—the longest 
losing streak since December 
2002—with the Nikkei_ index closing 
down 0.3 percent at 10,859.32. 

Japan's “big four" banks fell and Nomu- 
та Holdings 8604, the country’s biggest 
brokerage, hit its lowest level since June 
2003, after a government survey showed 
big Japanese firms are more cautious about 
business conditions in the coming months. 

“The so-called business survey index pro- 
duced a forecast of 9.5 for the October-De- 
cember quarter compared with 12.9 in the 
previous survey released in June. 

The benchmark 10-year Japanese gov- 
ernment bond yield fell below 1.4 per- 
cent for the first time in six months on a 
view that economic growth was slowing. 

‘On Friday, the Bank of Japan releases 
its quarterly “tankan” business confi- 
dence survey index, and economists 
polled by Reuters expect it to show senti- 


CATCH THE 
NEXT BULL RUN 


The Philippine Index Fund (PIF) 
proves to be the best bet investing in 
Philippine equities delivering a phe- 
nomenal return of 20.63% (YTD ab- 
solute as of September 9, 2004), out- 
performing all other equity mutual 
fund returns posting an average return 
14.43%. 


The ВРІ Asset Management 
‘Trust Group (ВРІ AMTG) is the 
manager of PIF, the country's first and 
only index tracker fund. [ts aim is tò 
provide an altemative for equity in- 
vestors who believe in the potential of 
the domestic equities market at the 
same time enjoying risk diversity as 
well as low entry costs. Designed to 
mimic the movements of the PHISIX 
(Philippine Stock Exchange Compos- 
ite Index), PIF has been successful in 
tracking the returns of the index while. 
taking advantage of the bottoming out 
of the market in the 4th quarter of 
2002, translating to an impressive 
42.2% ROI for 2003, 


In a press briefing last July 2004, 
ВРІ АМТС Head SVP Adelbert А. 
Legasto, declared their optimism in 
the market and projected the PHISIX 
to initially target the 1700 psychologi- 
cal level heading towards the 1900 
level, As of September 9, 2004, the in- 
dex has indeed surpassed the initial 
targeted level, closing at 1,739. Cou- 
pled by the stronger confidence of for- 
cign fund managers validated by net 
foreign buying of P1.3B for the month 
of September alone as well as the in- 
creased daily value tum-over of 
P797M (net of crosses), the index is 
moving on to challenge the 1900 level, 
a task that docs not only seem to be a 
possibility but more of an incvitabili- 
ty. This target provides investors an 
initial upside potential of at least 9% 
in the coming few months. 


Is it oo late to enter the market? 
‘The answer is no. First, although in- 
vestors continue to accumulate stocks 
with strong fundamentals on 2nd 
semester good camings expcetatio 
investment experts are expecting peri- 
‘dic market corrections. These nor- 
mal occurrences seen after continuous 
run-ups in the market afford an accu- 
mulation window for investors. Sec- 
ond, in the medium and long-term 
views, the PHISIX remains to have а 
large upside, the sooner the entry the 
bigger the return potential 


Given the generally bullish market 
outlook, now is the time to ride the 
stock market and take advantage ofits 
full upside potential. One effective 
‘way to do this is to invest in an index- 
tracker fund such as the Philippine In- 
dex Fund ог PIF. With a minimum in- 
vestment of only P50,000 during the 
initial offer period, investors are ef- 
fectively investing in a diversified 
portfolio of 33 stocks comprising the 
PHISIX, with the lowest fees and 
commissions compared with invest- 
ing in PHISIX stocks on their own and 
without the hassle of daily individual 
stock monitoring. 


‘The low minimum initial invest- 
ment amount is expected to tap a larg- 
cer retail market of longterm equity 
vestors while at the same time creat- 
ing greater awareness on equi 
vesting among small individual in- 
vestors. 


Don't 
bull run. 


et left behind, catch the next 
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ment may have peaked. 

"The dollar was little changed against 
the yen as a Japanese government cabi- 
net reshuffle left the economic portfolios 
unchanged. 

"The MSCI index of Asian shere mar- 
kets outside Japan fell 0.5 percent, led by 
its technology component, "which 
dropped 0.9 percent. 

Hong Kong's Hang Seng Index shed 
12 percent, with shares of property 
firms extending losses amid worries of 
rising interest rates, 

Taiwan's benchmark index fell 0.7 per- 
cent, retreating, for a third session after 
hitting а 15-week closing high last week. 

Singapore's Straits Times Index was 
the sole major Asian market with gains, 
rising 0.2 percent. 

‘Australia's benchmark S&P/ASX 200 
index edged 0.1 percent lower. 

"The dollar bought'l10.72 yèn at 0626 
` GMT, from 110.62 in late New York trade 
on Friday The euro fetched) $1.2275 
from $1.2276. | 
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(Sod) MARCELINO А. CORDOVA 


TEES ben senem 


China Chongqing (Philippine) Trade Expo 2004 World Trade Cent 
2004) (L-R) Standing Knox Coeli, Consultant, PepGroup Inc (organizer), Anna Xiang, 


Asst to GM, Chongqing Heaven Best. (L-R) Sitting Randy Manaloto, V.P., PepGroup Inc. 
iM., Chongqing Heaven Best Corp. 


Zhang Min, 


Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Health. 
Center for Health Development. V 
BICOL MEDICAL CENTER 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Noga City 
® 811-7802 loc. 36 * & 473-8936; 473-2334 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
No. 2004-05 
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VMC starts milling 
operations 


VICTORIAS Milling Company, Inc. 
(VMC) will start today its milling 
operations for Crop Year 2004-2005. 
Cane acceptance starts at 8 a.m. Refining 
operations, on the other hand, began last 
‘September 22. This crop year, VMC aims 
to mill 2.7 million to 3.2 million tons of 
cane and produce 6.8 million LKG of 
refined sugar. Crop Year 2004-2005 is the 
second year of the company’s 15-year 
rehabilitation plan. 

Last crop year was the first full year 
of VMC's rehab plan where debt service 
payments made to bank and trade 
creditors reached approximately P535 
million. Crop Year 2003-2004 was also 
the third consecutive year where УМС 
broke its all time records in cane tonnage 
and raw sugar production. Refined sugar 
produced last crop year was also the 
highest in the last ten years or since Crop 
Year 1994-95. Canes milled reached 
2,972,169 gross tonnes cane while raw 
sugar produced was 5,841,455 LKG. 
Refined sugar, on the other hand, 
reached 6,505,034 LKG. 
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We, the family of the late 


РМА Class 43 


Message of Thanks 


Gen. PAULINO Е, SANCHEZ 


Has joined his wife "Mary 


JOSE “PEPE” OPPUS MANDING 


(April 21, 1913 - September 25, 2004) 


at the age of 91, 


eda! бросала ang Charman 
‘Bids ала Awards Comatos 


National Sales Rally / 
Sales Empowerment 


DON'T miss the National Sales Rally 
dubbed as Sales Empowerment to be held 
on Oct. 26, 2004, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 
Holiday Inn Galleria. This is the gathering. 
of sales people from different companies 
to recharge their batteries, enhance their 
motivation and selling skills to radically 
improve their sales performance. Among 
the topics are: Latest Marketing Trends 
‘and Insights; Major Account Management; 
the 7 Secrets of Samurai Selling; The 
Selling Success Philosophy; Killer Tips to 
Make a Presentation; Unconventional 
Ways to Handle Objections and Close More 
Sales. The host for this event is Porter and 
Miles, Inc., a premier training company on 
business, management, marketing, sales 
and human resource development, with 
office address at Suite 2502-C Tektite 
Tower East, Ortigas Center. You may call 
Mercy at 638-7719/20 for more 
information / registration. Sponsors for 
this national event include the Philippine. 
Daily Inquirer Business World, Holiday Inn. 
Galleria, HRPhilippines, Bioessence, 
BusinessWeek, Grolier, Trabaho.Com, and 
"UKDERM Pharma. 


“absent 
from 
the body 


who peacefully joined our Lord and his wife Leah 


нение 10 peacefully rest in the loving embrace of our Lord. 


to be 
present 
with the 
Lord.” 


— 2 Corinthians 58 


wish to express our most profound gratitude 
and sincerest appreciation to all our relatives and friends 
who offered prayers, masses, messages of 
sent flowers and mass cards, donations, spen 
time with us, attended the funeral rites and expressed 
їп many other ways their love, concern and support 


during our time of greatest sorrow. of 


d In Loving Memory Qe 


on the 2nd Death Anniversary 


His bereaved children Evelyn, Yolanda & Ernesto Albano, Valentino, and Marilyn 4 
Mario Poirier, his grandchildren Johann, Jonathan, Paul, and Brian, and his niece Olivia 
‘Ang request your prayers for the eternal repose of his soul. 
His remains will be at Don Bosco - Charity Chapel, along Pasay Roud, Makati City, 
starting September 27, 2004 (Monday). 
L e 


Cremation will be on October 2, 2004 (Saturday) at 11:00 a.m. after а 9:00 a.m. Holy 
Mass at Don Bosco. Interment of his cremated remains will be at the Risen Christ Memorial 
Garden, within the St, Alphonsus Mary de Liguori Parish grounds, Magallanes Vill 


of our beloved 


JULIA ONG PACO 


of Chingkang, China and Davao City 
July 16, 1934 - September 28, 2002 
Family and friends request 


the pious readers to pray for the 
eternal repose of her soul. 


25 


“Precious in the sight of the Lord 
is the Death of his Saints 
Psalm 11615 


(Ret.) JUDGE FLORESTINA EALA EGIPTO 


of San Esteban, llocos Sur and Alicia, Isabela, 


has peacefully joined her Creator 
оп September 24, 2004 at the age of 82. 


? 


Her remains fie in state at La Funeraria Paz in 143 
с. Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


Neerological Service will be on September 29, 2004 at 
8:00 a.m, and Interment will be at 10:00 a.m. at Holy Cross 
Memorial Park, in Novaliches, Quezon City. 


Always caring... 


INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


An obituary with a picture 
саи be a fitting tribute to 
your departed loved one. 


МЕ ACCEPT 
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‘and bank-to-bank 
payments. 
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OBITUARIES Ex 


The NEGROS NAVIGATION family mourns the passing of 
it's former President and General Manager, 


CONRADO ARTIAGA CARBALLO 
(November 4, 1944 — September 26, 2004) 


who peacefully joined his creator on the 26th day of September, 2004 
at the age of 59. 
You will forever remain in our hearts, and will always be missed... 
Your 29 years of dedicated service to the company will never be forgotten. 
We have looked up to you as a shining example of leadership and commitment to service. 
For the lessons you have taught us, for the memories we have shared... 


We will be forever thankful. 


He is survived by his wife, Victoria (Entang), 
daughter Deanna and son-in-law Enrique Bautista; sons Javi and Carlo, and his grandchild, Diego. 


His ashes lie in state at Sanctuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park, Makati. Interment will be on Wednesday, September 29, 
2004, 8 AM at Sanctuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park. 


(Loving Me стор & 


== 
On the 1 Death Ане of M of Thanky 
| sage 
Josefa dela | | 
R Al | We, the family of the late 
Kama Munan | 
“|| CO SIOK HIAN LAO 
on September 29, 20A ai the folowing churches: | 
Serene Неа Ciy emam. (Wife of the late Luis Co Chi Kiat) 
Mary The Queen Parish | 
Lite Baguio, San Juan, М.М. 60а n 
Santuario De San Jose | who peacefully joined her Creator 
Greenkilis San Inm, M.M...... табал. last September 14, 2004 
San Miguel Pro-Cath е ‚ 
Сеп. Solano, San Miguel, Mani. toam | 
| 
Our Lady of Sorrow Parish А 
тераа ы Жок c] would like to express our deepest gratitude 
Co Meme = 9pm. | to our relatives, friends, staff and business associates 
| Den шу Rond, Сау of Maat Sp. | who offered prayers, masses, messages of sympathy, sent flowers, 
SAN Caper ded em» | mass cards or donations to the Luis Co Chi Kiat Foundation, 
M анус. | spent their precious time with us, attended the funeral, 
|| St Alphonsus Mary de Ligouri Church. | and in many countless ways showed us their genuine care 
"Magallanes Vilage, Су of Mak... 600 pam. : h 
| St. Sebastian Cathedrat and support in our time of bereavement. 
‘Bacolod City —- т ээл. 
[| sacred Hean Shrine 
Bacolod Ciry .... - — 600 алт, 7 
(ese | Our most heartfelt appreciatiow. 
Bacolod Сау nee Mam. | 
| "ЛШ ы eee В Please continue to remember our beloved Mommy 
] а ааа р 1 through your prayers. 
Har family request relatives, friends and pious readers орау $ 
“Pha, for the eternal repose o her soul Er 


по" 
5 YOUR PROBLEI 
| BE HAIRLOSS 


SVENSON'S HAIR LOSS Rx: 


Your hairline В rising. Your thick hair is thinning out. 
If you don't want to end up bald, what are you going 
to do about it? Take control of your heavy hair loss 
now at Svenson International. Our Total Hair 
Revitalization Program is a comprehensive system of 
treatments that will eliminate the main cause of receding 
and thinning hair. It can also hasten the re-growth 


process by increasing the amount of cells for longer. 
stronger growing Рай: 


You don't have to suffer from receding and thinning, 
“Take the Svenson solution for your heavy hair loss and 
look forward to a thicker fuller look. Call Svenson for 
а FREE hair and scalp check-up. 


catt 892-HAIR (4247) 
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Banks seeking flexibility 
to hedge T-bills, T-bonds 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


BANKERS have asked the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas to give them the flexibility fo hedge 
their portfolios of Treasury bills and bonds in 
order tohelp deepen the capital markets. 

m an interview with bouam, Assocation 
Cambiste Intemational Philippine chapter presi- 
dent Marcelo Ayes said Philippine banks would be 
able to better manage their exposures if they were 
allowed to engage in interest rates derivatives. 

"If interest rates are going down and your 
portfolio is locked in, it is favorable for you 
because your holdings of debt papers сапу 
higher rates," Ayes said. 

“But if interest rates are going up, you lose 
because your holdings are locked in a fixed rate, 
so you would want to take a shor position,” he 
said. "These are like interest rate futures." 


He noted the BSP’ existing rules provided 
that only banks with expanded derivatives li 
cense could engage even in simple hedging 
mechanisms such as interest rate swaps. 

Derivatives refer to sophisticated hedging 
instruments whose values are based on the 
value of an underlying good or instrument. 

Interest rate swap is a derivative instrument 
which involves an exchange of two debt obliga- 
tions that have different payment streams. The 
transaction usually exchanges two parallel 
loans: one fixed the other floating. 

Ауез said there were only about 13 banks 
in the country which had existing expanded 
derivatives license, and even these were al- 
Jowed only to handle interest rate swaps. 

“The BSB in its circular, should allow all 
banks to hedge provided the banks get their 
clearance for every transaction," Ayes said. 


PPA posts P1.2B in net income 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


‘THE PHILIPPINE Ports Authority has reported 
a net income of P1.22 billion in the first alf, 
‘up 33 percent from P918 million a year ago, 
25 revenue rose 3 percent while expenses 
dropped by almost 14 percent. 

PPA general manager Oscar Sevilla yesterday 
said the maritime agency would definitely sur- 
passis full-year profit target of P1.38 billion giv- 
en the strong performance in the first semester: 

"The six-month income even exceeded the 
agencys internal target of Р1.054 billion 
Revenue from January to June reached P2.7 
billion, up from P2.63 billion a year ago. Ex- 
penses dropped by P233 million from P1.72 
Billion last year 

The PPA is tasked to operate government- 
owned ports, help regulate the maritime in- 
dustry and put up more ports to improve the 
flow of goods and services. The maritime 


agency is one of the government's big revenue 
‘eamers in terms of fees collected from foreign 
vessel that dock in local ports. 

A big part of the PPAS earnings come from. 
the South and the North Harbor. 

“We get a lion's share in the income from 
the operations of arrastre contractors. Wealso 
get alot from ship calls,” said Sevilla, 

Last year, more than 300,000 ships docked 
inthe country’s ports. 

The agency is projecting а 64-percent 
growih in its net income this year to P1.38 bil- 
боп, from P847.3 million in 2003. Revenue 
from port operations this year is expected to go 
up to PSS billion from Р5.4 billion last year 
and expenses are seen to drop by 10 percent to 
P4.12billion, from P4 22 billion in 2003. 

All PPA ports have fully complied with the 
пен global standards on safety and security 
outlined by the Intemational Ship and Port 
Facility Security Code, according to Sevilla. 
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FDC selling 
holdings in 
Hocheng firms 


By Elizabeth L, Sanchez 


GOTIANUN-LED holding firm Filinvest Devel- 
opment Corp. (FDC) is selling its stakes in the 
local affiliates of Taiwanese sanitary wares 
company Hocheng to Ritiboon International 
Ltd., another shareholders of the Hocheng 
group. 

"The move wil allow FDC to concentrate on 
its core businesses such as property devel 
ment and banking, well-informed sources sai 

Sources could not immediately disclose 
FDCs selling price for the Hocheng stake. 

Sources'said FDC had agreed to sell its 2 
percent stake in manufacturing firm Hocheng 
Philippines Corp. and its 60-percent in 
Hocheng Philippines Property, the owner of a 
Cavite property where the Hocheng factory is 
located. 

їп a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change, FDC said its board had confirmed ac- 
cepting the offer of Ritiboon to buy the stake. 
The FDC board has authorized its president 
Josephine Yap and board director Mercedes 
Gotianun to represent the company in the 
deal and to execute and deliver the docu- 
ments to complete the acquisition. 

Hocheng Philippines exports to Asia, Mid- 
die East and the United States. 

FDC has been into realestate development 
since 1967 through Filinvest Land Ine. 

FDC has interests in residential property 
development, commercial property develop- 
ment, banking and financial services through 
East West Bank and information technology. 
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Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


‘THE SHEAR wall design 
could form a condo unit, a. 
house or an "upgraded" 
squatter's home. 


Me SCODDGE 


By Tessa R. Salazar design is now only six inches wide ‘Matchbox’ design 


and three meters long, which could “The castin-place structure is rein- 
RCHITECT Jose Gue- be handled by a single worker. This forced concrete based on "shear wall 

Уатта Casus, 73, is а Plains the speedof construction. design. The walls support each other 

ident im up. ,_Nowealled the C-form (or Саш such as what happens in a matchbox. 

tub. technology, is patent holder is Ca- -Ifyou take one wll off а matchbox, it 
on Hillsbor- sus structural engineer Estelo Tum- wil] collapse. But four walls together 
ough south of Manila. biod. The design does away with will hold about 10 times its load,” 

"When the Inquinen visited hishome heavy equipment, and the form is said Casus. 
оп Saturday, it was found where asus’ easy to buy from hardware stores. He said the process of building this 
heart really belonged. According to Said Casus: “The design for build- design involves pouring concrete into 
him, for the longest time, he һай been їп houses can now be carried out into separate metal forms, while rein- 
designing a low-cost condo-type unit the countryside. The forms can be forcing bars run between the two 
suitable and affordable forthe poor. easily transported.” seta forms. 

From within the 400 squaremeter Не also explained that concrete "Тһе concrete is steam cured, and 
property where his new house was be- roofs are cheaper than GI sheets and on the same day, as the concrete hard- 
ing built (beside the 500-sqm three- wood cast. They are durable, and ens, the metal is taken out. The con- 
story property of his daughter),a.20-sq- since they are made of concrete, nev- crete wall can then stand by itself 
m mini office looking likea stand-alone er rust and cool down the interior And because the structure is molded, 
condominium unit also stood, and it spaces below. no plaster (palitada) is needed. Work- 
‘was where he directed our focus on. The concrete roof deck could also егу сап paint the wall right away. 

be used as additional work space for “plastering can cost another 20 per- 
occupants. The design allows for чег- cent of building expenses,” Casus said. 
To the trained architect, the struc- tical expansion of up to four floors. This poured concrete method, Casus 
ture used the “shear wall” design—a Building on the next floors can be aid, “is stronger than normal concrete 
generic structure that did away with started the day after the first floor is jecause the spacing of the steel is eco- 
beams and posts normally used for finished. However, building on higher попса. There are no posts, по beams. 
factories and schools. floors would cost 20 percent more be- ^ Even during earthquakes, this struc- 

This time, however, Casus used the cause of the added reinforcements at ACR 
design for a small structure that he the ground level. 
thought would be 
ideal for socialized X 
housing in an urban 
sewing where lot 
sizes are limited. Рог 
this design, he esti 
mated (he сон at 
P4,000 per square 
meter for a cluster of 
100 units (single-lev- 
el detached houses) 
‘or P80,000 per unit. 

The cost could also 
be brought down, he 
said, if more than 100 
units would be bui. 

He added that one 
would also do away 
with ^ contractors 
profit, developers 
profit and VAT if it is 
done and project 
managed by Casus. 
"I tales out 27 per 
cent of the total pro- 
Jecteost," he said. 


‘Shear wall’ design 


THE 2004 SHDA-HUDCC 
NATIONAL DEVELOPERS 
CONVENTION 


October 26-27, 2004 * Shangri-la Hotel, Makati City 


gra WAS (ША инс, KANADEG 
B SEHE ma 


OPEN TO ALL Developers, Contractors, Realtors and Brokers, 
Bankers, Housing Finance Institutions, Government Housing 
Agencies, Planners, Architects, Engineers 
and other Allied Industries 


Speed 
of construction 

This condo-type 
house can be finished. 
in seven days with no 
need for replastering. 
(palitada). This in- 
cludes the paint jobs 
and concrete roofing 
already. 

"The shear wall de- 
sign—defining the 
Topo — nobeam 
siructureiis nothing 
new. Many construe- 
Чоп firms used this 
design but their sys- 


MODULE TOPICS: 


* Trends. and Macro Perspectives on Urban Development 

* Sustainable Financing for the Housing Sector 

* Marketing Strategies for OF Ws 

* Price Stabilization of Construction Ма! 

* Potentials and Business Opportunities from the Philippine 
Retirement Program 

* Fast Tracking Permits and Licenses 

+ Report on Housing Deliveri 

* Dialogue with Key Shelter Agencies 


* INVITED SPECIAL GUEST OF HONOR: 


tems of forms (molds HER EXCELLENCY 
or hulmaan) are big SHORES MACAPAGAL- ARROYO : & 
and rey on heavy > 
equipment.” Some | For particulars please call: 
firms even spend mil- | SHDA Secretariat at Tel Nos. 899-5275 / 890-0323 / 890-7031 to 32 
Hions ofpesosfor this. | ор (0917) 899-4589 * e-mail us at хаба mozcom.com 

Casus said his 
team devised a way 
to innovate the shear 
wall design specially 
or mass housing 
"The metalform ofthe 
Š - » 


p 
А T": Subdivision and Housing Developers Association, Ine. 
GR in Cooperation wih the 

EA нан сы 


: Council 
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Join the BPI Family 
Savings Bank 


Get the chance to erase P100,000, 
P250,000, P500,000 


or even P1,000,000 
from your Happy Family Housing Loan! 


Promo runs from July 1 to December 15, 2004 only! 
Call 845-6888 or 89-100 
Log on to www.bpiexpressonline.com 
Visit any BPI, BPI Family Savings Bank branch 
ог Express Banking Center nationwide. 


Apply for a Happy Family Housing Loan now and enjoy 
low monthly amortization, fast approvals 
and expert loan advice. 


BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 


Әтир FAMILY 
E> HOUSING LOWY 


BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 


I's All in the Family! 


аи ire PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER = = 
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.Movie-inspired 
living spaces 


iq OPCORN: The PSID 
1 ЕЯ Goes to the Movies 
3 will open to the 
i public from Oct. 3 to 31 at 
ithe 4th Level, Paseo Cen- 
iter (formerly IBM Build- 
ing), Salcedo Village, 
Makati City. 
Te marks the culmination of 
‘years of studies and hard work, 
and months of prepara- 
.tion—from conceptualization to 
construction and to putting the fi- E 
EE REG ape om à Other themes 3 owe Бала on fims get tg desin ig space im 
B with big-name international ас spired by " d 
ташка. "i designed by PSID's Karol Antonio, Mori ау Check indudes Rims VES andacresesintheleadrole, 2001 App cra 
26 booths Cordero Rona Galicano and Aira Mangaran. Je Lord of ihe Ringe Mare Inthe 1999 film "The Mummy" Witherspoon's place among Hol- 
The exhibit of the Interior De- are practical and very functional. сепішу children’s story. Croft: The Tomb Raider” and Deck sido anl [елен Бена d M 
sign Class 2004 wil feature 26 dif- “Chicago,” "Moulin Rouge" © "Ke Age," the 2002 smash ani- “The Matrix.” “Lord of the Rings” Legion who, on an archeolo ИННА 
ferent booths that will showcase and "Grease" comprise the films matedhittacesthetaleofarag-ag is both a boxoffice hit and an gig ar the ancient city of Hemi. NewYuk ‘Cryin 1962 when dove 
living spaces whose designs were under Song and Dance. "Chics; band made up of a sabertooth award-winning film trilogy that napra accidentally awakens the blossoms between a journalist 
inspired by the stories, theimages, 80" is the award-winning 2002 tiger, aslothandawoolymammoth features the story of the battle юг Mummy. Hollywood A-list actors anda feminist advice author. 
the music and the personages - film adaptation of the hit Во Вох who find a lost human infant, and middle earth. Based on the popu- Tom Cruise and Brad Pitt star in Critical acclaim is the theme be- 
fromtheworldofcinema. зе Broadway musical It sars their atemp to renum him t his lar video game, “Lara Croft: The interview with the Vampire,” a hind Encore, which, includes 
‘The design eventis divided in- Catherine Zeta Jones, Renée Zell- tbe, Also, who can forget Cruela Tomb Raider” follows the adven- chilling tale of a vampires epic “Lawrence of Arabia,” "Cleopa; 
to several categories that pay wegerand Richar Jove and inspi. celle of “101 Dalmatians” who tures of Lara Croft, an antiquities ife story filled with love, betray- tra,” “The Count of Monte Cristo," 
Ebute to йе colorful wild cam abou love and inspi, rapped puppies to kll беп or humer-forAie, while "The Ma- алате теза hunger шаг” "breakfast at Tiny 
АННА Бе Lia, тепе. Фей fur only to have various ani- tr" the 1999 groundbreaking ‘Recent hit film “Troy” starsBrad and “Anna and the King.” 
‘They are Songand Dance for ms; Py Ваг dangerous and glam. Mals gang up against her and ger movie thatspawned anew ageof Pit, Orlando Bloom and rumored "Lawrence of Arabia is based 
x Y iam nightelu next James Bond EricBana.Itisan оп the biography of T Е. 
Wut децу et Dri. шшс ame Qui of ш барада of Homers great ера Lawrence the young leuenan 
ег for films starring big-name in- featured John Travolta and Olivi а Flies the мейі о күн boss e ча a nis 
ternational stars and Encore for Newton John in the late 1970s. саа pen rince Feisal, the 
В movies. Young kids and those young at кышны н Stag ар al аар 
ave a ball with "Kid. таса; movie version К im tha 
Film-inspired design. suf" Among the fims from я directed by Francis Ford Copolla turned Elizabeth Taylor into a big 
‘This years PSID annual exhibit Which the PSID student designers starring Keanu Reeves and sereen legend, is the story of the 
wil take ts audience from ae. took inspiration fom were Pi- г Winows Ryde is божју bre on бо етот М 
aimed О: grates of the Caribbean,” “The авы novel. ifanys" is the 
fee termes fom fury ard of Oz "ке Age? “Aladdin "heres ако the Leonardo di 1962 Audrey Hepbum starrer 
films to musicals. In one rare ocea-and“101 Dalmatians.* Caprio starrer "The Beach,” which where she plays Holly Golightly, 
son the publie aBletotake “Pirates ofthe Caribbean," the = а ео whe Anma and the King” зе 
а joumey through time in this surprise hit о starring 2 T] to Asia in his attemg sway romantic story of the King of Siam 
highly anticipated celebration of Johnny Depp tells the story of Pi- | fom responsibilty and main (now Thailand) and the widowed 
the fusion of pop culture with inte- rate Jack Sparrow who sets out to stream society "Austin Ромни" йе British schoolteacher Ала 
Tor design, resulting in living save a govemors daughter from : blockbuster 1992 fim starring Leonowensduringthe 1860s. 
spaces transformed right outofthe his fellow pirates. On the other i EA stand-up comedian tumed movie These and more will come alive 
sliver screen. Although specialy hand, "The Wizard of Oz” is a actor Mike Myers, i the rollicking in the years biggest design spec- 
Я не алд 1939 musical fantasy fim based «101 SUITE” isa bedroom that exudes the moodand thefeelofthe story of Dr: Evs rerum fromspace. tacle tliat will be open to the pub- 
imaginative allthe feud rooms on L Frank Baum's tum-oéthe- fim. le was designed by PSID's Gerry Gonzalesand Barbara Lozano, РО graduating cass also lic during the month of October, 


Serendra: Mid-rise condo building set in a garden 


permet +, »smucra 
HAVE you ever imagined that it “much like what you see in many 
Could be possible for youtolivein European cities where mid-rise SECTION С, SECTION B, 
a condominium building and still apartments have a much more 
е able to enjoy your own gar- human scale as opposed to the gi- 
iden? "The concept is а mid-rise gantic towers where you feel very 
condominium building set in а detached from the ground. In this 
garden, Leandro "Andy" Locsin particular project, one of the 
Jr. remarked. points of reference was really for 
Locsin's architectural firm, LV the buyer or the resident to feel 
Locsin Partners, is the architec- that somehow they were at- 
tural consultant for Serendra, the tached to the garden below." 
newest, residential community 
development of Ayala Land Inc. Most prominent feature 
and Community Innovations Inc. “The garden became a very 
atthe Bonifacio Global City. prominent feature of the whole 
» development, pocket gardens 
Low-density community, and chen the main garden in the 
‘Set on a l2-hectare develop- center,” Locsin remarked. Gar- “while Sections Band Cof District award-winning firm was chosen and cantilevers, and a pitched roof bracket that is commonly used to 
‘ment site, Serendra is envisioned den-level units open out to the will have from пілехо about 17sto- for the way they handled densities thatcapsthestructure.Itisactuallya keep the windows of the bahay 
to be a low-density residential main gardens and terraces where ries. When you look at the entire in their developments the curvilin peculiar thing. You cannot do it iter- kubo open. We still had the base 
community with a cluster of low- you can enjoy your coffee at sun- area inelevation, thebuilding sans ear and serpentine buildings, the alybecauseyoucannottakeadass апа body but at the topmost floors, 
to mid-rise sections surrounded rise or cocktails inthe evenings. ага very low level where the retail open spaces, and the clustering of са bahay па baro and stretch it out we introduced the suked, so the roof 
by open spaces, greenery and Or if your unit is in a higher areaisatthecenter,and thensortof buildings around these spaces, that long. It will simply look weird. became wider. They support the 
landscaping that will occupy as floor, you only have to godown a bend upon both sides. The building which they applied in Serendra. The idea is to take theessence ofthe end of the eaves and they actually 
much as two-thirds or about 65 few flights and out into the yard, gets exponentially higher as you go Locsin was recruited to "tie all the architecture and reinterpret it” сапу rainwater, 165 not totally the 
percent of the total area. like what you might do if you outward. There is recognition that elements and influences into one а » literal tukod of the bahay kubo. For 
“1 chink the developers are try- lived in a house with a backyard, the property is high value and peo- visual whole and create an Asian. Indigenousarchitecture опе thing, its made of steel. The 
ing to break new ground in terms where you can kick а ball around ple who will buy and build in the — Filipino theme for the buildings." “In essence, all sections have adaptation cut the long body into a 
of a new typology for condomini- or jump in a pool. surrounding areas are not going to “Тһе bahay па bato, the pseudo- shared features,” Locsin noted. morehuman scale.” 
‘um design, Locsin noted, “witha _ Serendra’s master plan followed put low buildings. So it will be sur- colonial adaptation of the bahay “The feeling is similar. But with “It is architecture that has not 
Very high degree of civieminded- European building tradition charac- rounded by гай buildings, making kubo, became the source of inspira- more stories in Sections В and C, been done here on that kind of 
mes: about the environment, terized by multilevel housing units Serendra even more special, with tion of the architecture. We worked whats very clear is that you cannot scale, Locsin remarked, “but it has 
‘bout not overbuilding, and being that afford residents different kinds its low- to mid-rise feature asa very with MRY todevelop thatlanguage,” do exactly the same thing аз Section this look that is clearly very different 
quite generous about gardens. | of views and wide, open spaces. strong selling point.” he revealed, Said Locsin: “Ifyou look А. This business ofjusta base anda from anything you have ever seen. 
suppose you would feel much a s x x at how it was put together teresa body and then a roof doesn't quite Моге than anything, Serendra is a 
more human ina placelike this”. Making Serendra special ^ Asian-Filipino theme tripartite division ofthe architecure. work ona lightly taller building. So  peopledrien place. Iis halfway be 
“One of the primary objectives “Section A, in both districtsofthe Serendra was designed by Santa You have a heavy base that isaricu- we added this element, which again tween a house and a condo. And the 
of the project was not to go fully development, go from four stories Monica-based Moore Ruble & lated in stone, and thena lighter up- was inspired by our indigenous ar- gardens, I think, wil be its strongest 
highrise,” Locsin explained, to nine stories," Locsin explained, Yudell Architects (MRY). The рег body with some transparencies chitecrure. We took the tukod or and most defining feature.” 


A condo-type house for the price of a scooter ....... 


turecanbemoredurable.Andeven ple of mass production in cast-in- est ofthe poor," said Casus. Andif pants help build the house, the tive life of an architect designing by the Couples for Christ for its 
during typhoons the roof will not place construction to exemplify the concept of “sweat equity” is cost of building the house be- big-budget buildingsand publish- Gawad Kalinga housing project 
be uprooted. With this concept, the maximized housing for the poor- used, where the would-be occu- comesevermoreaffordable, ingan architecturalmagazine. He For this project, Casus would be 
whole house is stable,” said Casus. Хх 5 was also Home Guaranty Corp able to build decent houses for 
8 : à d Vertical expansion consultant for four years. 950,000. 
Economical design . “The foundations of these To this day the 40-sq-m model Casus, whose name sounds 
"The best economy is the econ- ) e houses are specially designed. house һе built at the Department eerily close to the Spanish word 
‘omy of scale. When you build this i ‘They are reinforced and ideal for of Science and Technology com- for house—'casa—has more 
repetitively, on a mass production NM even soft soil such as buildingup- pound using a P100,000 financial dreams for mass housing in the 
scale, rhen the cost goes downto Sad on former rice fields.” grant still stands. At present, he philippines. He said he wishes to 
aminimum." \ ыы. reat tte allow = bends a group Бүз гг put in Spanish and Mediterranean. 
n labor, Casus s vertical expansion, Casus and engineers known as Са Sel saca 
go cee a he eae эси Sig Isteyrobuldingmasshous. Associates Group (professional T ips even on pue 


inginan urban setting. technical consultants), and heads n 
‘Two workers can be assigned to "Ee price of the ld has Бе. a foundation called Science Tech- 199K im life by giving them a de- 


dig for and build the concrete, me! ind has be. а foundation called Science Tech cent and affordable place to live 

Another wo people can be tasked 3 соте so exorbitant tha you сап POOR sun Amor Group exe: in" So affordable, in fact, that 

to build only the wall. Their X nerd apad и VEn scooter makers may even 

Skis, which Casus likened to 2 роде living in squatter commu. (CAD) for buildings abroad. 100k at him as a “strange,” im- 

Skilled machinists and craftsmen, Я Lipa аага саа е movable competitor 

fan now be developed on НЕК пзе сал асды арап Low-cost housing р 

Specife tasks, while e cost апд “Yerrocement” and “barbookreto” technology using iron and ырен ета For the ordinary folk, Casus Email Casus and Tumblod at 

Build time are reduced. bamboo) uses shear wall, too. The skim coat used isaspecialthin- in his mind. Before embarking on name may already ring abell. Не tkep-ph@ahoo.com and jaca- 
“We have adopted the princi application type of cement that is economical. ths projesi, Casus lived the а. маз the archite commissioned suGujocumph 
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Edwina Koch 


COTTONWOODS has been home to Ed- 
wina Koch Arroyo since 1998, a distin- 
guished figure in the advertising industry 
and president of the homeowner's associ- 
ation that has been rewarded with six 
yearsof living ina haven amid 42 hectares 
of undulating terrain in Antipolo. 

"Shabby chic" fashionably worn out 
to perfection—is the description for Ed- 
wina's home, with a wooden arbor esca- 
lating from the white picket fence to ac- 
cent the gate, and a unique mailbox sup- 
plemented by the US Postal Service to 
add character. "The houses here are sim- 
ple,” Edwina notes of the Cottonwoods 
havens featuring American-inspired ar- 
chitecture reminiscent of those found in. 
the state of Maine. 


Home features 

‘The demands of managing her con- 
sulting business that provides design and 
communication services, call for а func- 
tional abode to grant the venue for work 
and rejuvenation. Edwina's home has а 
fully Functional office study lined with 
books that include those she has de- 
signed herself. Outlooking a garden with 
thriving landscaping, her office study 
provides convenient seclusion as it is 
nestled downstairs from the multilevel 
living and dining areas, 

One will wonder how such a place is 
only a short distance from the bustling 
‘Ortigas Center, a residential community 
of unspoiled environment with flourish- 
ing century-old trees and clean air 
"What you're buying are the trees. Cot- 
tonwoods isin the middle of an orchard,” 
says Edwina. "I find it very hard to leave 
my home. Рт happy here. You can smell 
the fragrance of the trees. Behind us are 
people who make suman. There's also а 
kasoy (cashew) orchard there," truly a 
community that preserves characters 
tics belonging solely to Antipolo, Edwina 
adds, “Tm so comfortable at home. Even 


REALESTATE .... : 
at at Cottonwoods 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


EDWINA: “I'm so comfortable at home. Even when building this house, | wouldn't. 


want to leave at the end of the day.” 


when building this house, 1 wouldn't 
want to leaveat the end of the day" 


Secured home 

The comfort and security extends be- 
yond her own yard, according to her. Says 
Edwina: "Here, you tend to cross the 
street and talk to your neighbors. We 
make it a point to greet people." She and 
her neighbors uphold the true meaning of 
а community. “We also make plans to go 
ош together,” she says, adding that be- 
cause they feel so comfortable being here, 
they often end up not leaving Cotton- 
woods. She admits, "When Tm down- 
town, 1 want to hurry back home!" No 
towering gates and walls to interfere with 
your interaction with neighbors. "There's 
‘a sense of community. We see our neigh- 
bors’ children growing up,” she says. 

^l have lived in an exclusive subdivi- 
sion with high gates and walls. No one 
bothered to befriend us. We never met 
any of our neighbors, professes Edwina. 

"Living here, your home is secure. You 
feel at peace among friends, surrounded 


by trees. Cottonwoods has preserved the. 
best of Antipolo for modern living,” con- 
cludes Edwina Koch Arroyo, one who has 
chosen to wake up to the chirping of 
birds, breathe in clean and fresh ай, mar- 
vel at the stars in the clear night sky—all 
im the well-deserved Cottonwoods re- 
treat with cool temperatures from the el- 
evated terrains of Antipolo—a rare com- 
munity available for the taking. 


[ed 


‘SHABBY chic—fashionably worn out to perfection—is tho description for Edwina’s 
home, with a wooden arbor escalating from the white picket fence to accent the gate. 


Its Here! 
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| Get It! 


ARMSTRONG 
RETE TON SUITES 


SELF - DRILLING 
EXPANSION SHIELD 


эзе G. ARANETAAVE., SANTOL. QUEZON CITY. 
FELS 719820 TO 13 = 7138181 РАХ 7135182 


IMPROVING RELATIONSHIP 
Property developer Jardine Properties 
Ine. celebrates its 7th anniversary with 
the launch ofits customer relations 
‘management program to further 
improve the relationship between the 
‘company and its customers. Leading the 
celebration is EVP Harry Rodriguez 
(left) arid VP for Sales Orly Diaz who 
‘awarded their seven-year employees 
with a special gift. 


Seminar 
on property 
management 


THE URBAN Institute of Real Estate will con- 
duct а seminar on “Property Management 
and Real Estate Appraisal on Oct. 5, from 1:30 
to 6 p.m. at the Asian Institute of Manage- 
ment Conference Center (AIM-Acceed), Be- 
navidez comer Trasierra streets, Legaspi Vil- 
Jage, Makati City 

The lecture will tackle the common prob- 
lem of property lessors who are sometimes 
forced to sell their property due to mounting 
problems such as high vacancy rates, default 
{ng and problematic tenants, the increasing 
cost of repair and maintenance, increasing 
property taxes, harsh zoning ordinances and 
other related issues, 


Lectures 

The first lecture, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m., is 
"Introduction to Property Management" and 
will cover these topics: property management 
functions, objectives, organization and desig- 
nations, management contract, important 
provisions on lease contracts, tenant selec- 
Чоп, property maintenance, insurance and 
other related subjects. 

"The second lecture is from 4 to 6 p.m. on 
“Real Estate Appraisal" and will include these. 
subtopics: needs for appraisal, principles of 
real estate values, factors that influence real 
estate values, data collection and verification, 
appraisal methods, market data approach, 
cost approach, income approach, site valua- 
tion and the preparation of appraisal reports. 


Other seminars 

Urban is also conducting other seminars 
which can be attended separately, on the same 
time and venue as follows: Oct. 2—Investing 
in Real Estate: Opportunities, Techniques and 
What to Learn; Oct. 4— Property Development 
and HLURB Rules; Oct. 6—How to Start and 
Manage Successful Realty Office; Oct. 7—Re- 
al Estate Taxations; and Oct. 8—Joint Ventures 
for Real Estate Projects. 

For inquiries, call Urban Institute 681-0928 
or email ar urbanet@pacific.net-ph. 


"A HOW ТОЗ COURSE FOR BROKERS, LAND OWNERS & DEVELOPERS 
JOINT VENTURES & SYNDICATIONS 
IN REAL ESTATE PROJECTS 


(et 8:30PM, АТЫ TACCEED) Benavides cor. Trasierra Sh Legspl Vill, МАП 
ee onion lel уенын: Syene пес ens ira N: 
ESPUMA OI Y PIU PU T 
vitia low i rtc downers & deveepers ober conci | ота Jont 
Venues ober ded pes 
Egy more deals, cal 681-0928 cr emai: urbanet бросила рр 
BF dapi teu pos tax no. or onal sucess to CHE OSTO- de 9174 


URBAN INSTITUTE OF REAL ESTATE 


‘BRENT PAINT CENTER. 
ЗЕ Reiten mar Tet саама 


Your Total Solution To Any 
Waterproofing Problem 


Ештене Pant 


SUPERSEAL 

Cementitious Waterproofing Coating 

Я неаду сете 
woleicolng recon fr wal, 

oos, basements, wate tanks and 


FLEXROOF 
атн Root Pa 

Goss water ко! 
эса made vatem 
adiri most tpe feos 


From the most trusted name in waterproofing: 


Фот тү 
а al rare 


Ки 
pd 

онимли orem Logon: 

DAGUPAN TONY S LUMBER INC. (PROBUILD) 


> № blistering 
* High UV resistance 
* Tintable (for colors) 


POWERMIX 
4 Top Waterproofing 
Compound Brand 


2004 National Con 


condition your water? 


1 ШЛМАХ Lowest cost 
МУХ: |; Water Conditioner 


7. (2) ИТ 


| 
PowerMaxhasthe ity o conto scae. | 
— таар, 


‘equipment Removes scale + Kills algae ааа 
bass p-Dssovesswemmerwases ТАРІ (IT 
Goes water a ei el PRILIPPINES 


Unt tlre Ced, Е ди Jem Cubs nen Cy Pps 
Té Me TT; Fat: 2727 Ca. e RT HS Ea cron 


DSGI DIATECH SUCCESS GROUP INC. 
sue terree scosess C2, m. 190 Gen. Luls St Novaliches, Quezon City 
палала ctt us 986-5349» 936-7518» 417-2184 « 419-7177 

3596-53-26 + 419-70-07 гм diatech@info.com.ph 
vesc REPAIR / RE-INSTALLATION JOBS NATIONWIDE 
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MACNELL AQUASEAL 
TOMERIC PAINT 


ARCHITECTURAL 
FINISHES: 


* exelent waterproofing paint protection for hame ond commercial establishments 
grades heavy-duty to al protecion for general waterproofing regimens 
Я outstanding finish end good adhesion 

a 100% surfoce protection from destructive effects of waler seepage 

$ minsnen end, pe duro 


Mandtscures ty: MAYON INDUSTRIAL CORP. 
51 Joy comer Harmony 512. Grace Vilago, Ватана, ОС 
пеи 241-3353 «3645731 354-4733 o 241-3159 * 364-7195 e 364.6345 


New model units available 


for viewing at Chateau Elyseé 


By Charles E, Buban 


ID-SCALE resi 
dential condo- 
minium Chateau 


Elyseé recently unveiled 
its new and more afford- 
able two-bedroom model 
wnits aimed at buyers 
looking for affordable, 
high quality and modern 
residential development. 

The 36 square-meter units, 
priced at P1.4 million each, сапу 
French Mediterranean design ar- 
chitecture characterized by its | 
wide windows, high ceiling and 
use of cool colors. 

"The new model units achieved 
‘beauty through sheer simplici- 
‘tya discipline distinct to the Zen. 
minimalist art and architecture 
philosophy,” said Elsie Chua, pres- 
ident and CEO of Quadrillion 
Group of Companies, exclusive 
marketing arm of the property. 

‘The model units are now avail- 
able for viewing at the site locat- 
ed on Dofia Soledad Avenue, Bi- 
шап, Parañaque City. 


Sense of quietude 

Tis developer, SM Develop- 
ment Corp., said the cool and 
natural colors help enlarge the 
rooms visually as well as create 
a sense of quietude, 

The developer added the use of 
frosted glass sliding doors and 
‘small raffia screen [that serve as 


dividers] minimizes clutter and 
creates ample space while the 
furniture and accessories [from 
tatami mats to sofa beds) are 
both functional and decorative. 


Five-story buildings 


Comprised of luxurious five- 
story buildings amid a spa- 


ucc un 


KITCHEN 
and dining 
areaofthe 
two- 
bedroom 
model unit 


CHATEAU 
Elyseé units 
characterized 
byits wide 


windows, 


cious compound, Chateau Ely- 
seé showcases an innovative 
approach in community devel- 
opment. 

“It emphasizes eco-friendly en- 
vironment, wide roads and open 
spaces, breathtaking landscapes 
and superb facilities,” said Chua. 

Apart from being a venue for 
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social gatherings, the clubhouse 
offers sports facilities like swim- 
ming pool for adults and kids, 
basketball and badminton 
courts, jogging pathways, gym 
and sauna as well as recreation: 
al facilities like social halls and 
KTV lounge. 

Each Chateau Elyseé condo- 
minium unit is assured of privacy, 
security and exclusivity because 
of the buildings complexs state- 
of-the-art security and communi- 
cations system including a 24- 
hour swipe and code security sys- 
tem and automatic fire alarm and 
speaker system. 

Residents are also offered with 
a high-speed elevators, central- 
ized garbage disposal and collec- 
tion system, and parking spaces 
for both homeowners and their 
guests, 


Elyseé units. 


LGU social housing projects tackled at Creba-HUDCC conference 


‘THE CHAMBER of Real Estate 
and Builders Associations (Cre- 
ba), Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment Coordinating Council 
(HUDCC) and the Department of 
Interior and Local Government 
(DILG) will tackle local govern- 
ment social housing projects dur- 
ing the Creba-HUDCC national 
convention at the Boracay Regen- 
су Beach Resort in Malay, Aklan 
ity on Oct. 21-23. 

"This was announced by Creba 
national president Purita К. So- 
liven and VP for chapter affairs 
Avelina Р Acuña, overall conven- 
tion chair, Convention theme is 
“Creba--HUDCC: Pursuing Global 
Business Opportunities.” 
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Оп the first day, Local Govern- 
ment Secretary Angelo T. Reyes, as 
main speaker, is expected to en- 
courage local government officials 
to initiate social housing projects in 
their communities as part of their 
‘commitments to their constituents. 

Rosemarie C. Basa, chair ofthe 
Creba Social Housing Foundation 
Inc. (CSHFD will tackle guide- 
lines on socialized housing devel- 
‘opment in every city and munici- 
pality The various aspects of local 
housing projects will be taken up 
by CSHFI president Efren “Choy” 
Alas, and former CSHFI president 
Demetrio I. Posadas. 

Other first-day speakers are 
HUDCC director Jeanette Cruz, 


Homey atmosphere 
Gateway Garden Ridge boasts 
of its avant-garde bilevel units 
that create a homey atmosphere in 
spite of living in a high-rise res 
dence. Imagine a house built in- 
side a building. A typical unit at 
Gateway Garden Ridge is com- 
prised of the kitchen, living and 
dining area in the lower level while 
the bedroom, toilet and bath are 
found in the upper level. Unlike 
the conventional condominium 


(IRA) as Collateral" 


Condominium living perked u 


YOUNG urban families and indi- 
viduals deserve an improved 
standard of living without com- 
promising the comfort and luxury 
of feeling at home. 

‘This is addressed by Gateway 
Garden Ridge (ССВ), а 30-story 
condominium with 15 bilevel 
floors and the newest addition to 
Robinsons Land Corp.'s roster of 
successful high-rise buildings. 


TWO-LEVEL concept 


“Initiating LGU Housing Projects” 
Jaime Fabiana, Paglbig Fund 
deputy executive officer and exec- 
utive vice president, "Getting Ap- 
proval for Pag-Ibig Fund Housing 
Loans”; and Margarito Teves, 
Landbank president, "Guidelines 
in Issuance of Letters of Credit Us- 
ing Internal Revenue Allocation 


‘The CSHFI, HUDCC and DILG 
convened last July a successful 
LGU Social Housing Conference 
to promote affordable housing in 
local communities. Again, all city 
and town mayors and vice may- 
ors have been invited and are ex- 
pected to attend the October con- 
vention, especially those with 


apartment, this two-level layout 
gives the impression of li 
house, thus providing residents 
with more options to decorate, uti- 
lize and personalize their space. 
Gateway Garden Ridge offers 


housing programs for their areas. 
At the opening of the conven- 
tion proper, HUDCC Undersecre- 
tary Armando de Castro and Soliv- 
en will give the opening remarks. 
Convention participants will 
dialogue with heads of housing 
agencies, including — lawyer 
Romero R.S. Quimbo, president, 
Pag-Ibig Fund; Gonzalo BA. 
Bongolan, president, Home 
Guaranty Corp. lawyer Angelito 
Т Salud, president, National 
Home Mortgage Financing 
Corp; Eduardo D. Pamintuan, 
general manager, National Hous- 
ing Authority, and lawyer Romu- 
lo Q. Fabul, commissioner and 
chief executive officer, Housing 


£i 


Ss 


ша М 


ин 


опе, wo- and three-bedroom units 
to accommodate the various needs 
of the buyers. This is the perfect 
choice for those who want to take 
advantage of the benefits of a con- 
dominium yet enjoy the comfort- 


The Laeuna De Taal signature 


MORE and more urbanites are seeking refuge. 
in out-of-town places, a trend influenced by 
the prospect of having a private sanctuary 
within which to recharge during weekends 
and holidays. A lifestyle comparable to what. 
the well-heeled society of Lake Como in Italy 
enjoys is what Filinvest Leisure is currently 
developing. 

Following its success in creating leisure-ori- 
ented products such as The Palms Country 
Club in Alabang, the land developer is now 
pursuing other notable projects. 


Laeuna de Taal 

Lacuna de Taal, named after the famous 
‘Taal Lake, is the prime lakeside residence for 
that second home in the country. For some, 
this could even be their ultimate home, Sixty 
sprawling hectares of lakeside living is now 
changing the landscape of Talisay. 

Laeuna de Taal is poetically described as 
“embracing an organic, uncluttered lifestyle, 
celebrating nature and her gifts, inspiring 
self-discovery, rest and re¢reation—introdue- 
ing simple lakeside living firsthand. 

А place not too far from Manila, Laeuna de 
‘Talis 10 minutes away from the booming and 
bustling resortmetropolis that is Tagaytay. 

‘Currently being offered are two choice options: 

“Orilla” (or "lakeside") is a beautiful 
stretch of residential living closest to the Lake 
Club. Here, cuts are 300 square meters—an 
{deal size fora comfortable, restful domai 

“Bahia” (meaning, "by the bay") is an en- 
clave of 900-square-meter leisure lots with 
prime lake and mountain views. 

By next yeur, the first phase of the Lake 
Club will be operational, A tribute to man's 


quest for rejuvenating body, mind and spirit, 
the Lake Club will indulge residents with 
boardwalls, garden huts and flower gardens. 
The architecture of this center for social acti 
ity will resemble an enlarged version of one's 
patio, where family and friends can congre- 
gate with conviviality. Hiking trails and view 
decks will be developed by this year-end, as 
well as stylish accommodations which will be 
ready for viewing by summer next year. 


Preserving natural terrain 

‘When architect Emmanuel A. Miñana first 
visited the site, he saw the opportunity to ere- 
ate а welcoming entry—a greeting of lush 
tropical gardens and of water elements to 
cleanse the spirit after the drive from Manila. 
His design reflects an Asian tropical village, all 
looking into an interior garden, cultivating the 
environment. He envisions а spatial flow 
Which is so languid, one discovers things along 
the way as the space unfolds from one to an- 
other. Overall, the natural setting takes prece- 
"dence ога symbiotic appreciation of the natu- 
fal terrain. The design of the Lake Club and the. 
planned accommodations set the tone for a 
Friend, easy and relaxed atmosphere. 


Zen, Asian tropical landscaping 

"The landscape architecture envisioned for 
Laeuna de Taal is inspired by the same design. 
discipline. А fusion of Zen principles and modern 
tropical concepts is what landscape artist Ponce. 
Veridiano believes will complement the natural 
character of Lacuna de Thal. White-colored flow- 
ers such as calachuchi, sampaguita and ka- 
tuning are chosen to create à monochromatic 
tone, enhanced with silver dust and silver wall 


slirübs. "The landscape is done like a master- 
piece of natural ап,” Б ће landscapers descrip- 
Чоп of his Lacuna de Taal work. "Residents wil 
feel that wherever they go within the grounds; 
that every garden is part of their own." 


Food and shopping 

Fancy living a drive away to quaint dining 
discoveries! Along the Taal Ridge, Manila's 
‘most popular eateries have sprouted го satisfy 
traveler? cravings for their favorite comfort 
food. There are also gourmet and organic 
restaurants tucked away in the barangays 
where people pilgrimage to get a good gastro- 
попіс experience. Tagaytays homegrown 
produce, the most beautiful range of flowers 
and fresh fruits, is always a must in the 
“pasalubong” list. There are also specialty 
places where one can buy home-baked 
breads, gourmet coffee, virgin honey and 
sweets. Tagaytay also plays host to "mom and 
pop" crafts studios and inns for short stays. 
‘Those that one needs to pamper the self are 
shor drive from Laeuna de Taal, Spas of vari- 
‘ous disciplines are also found in the area. Invi- 
tations to a boat ride to Taal Volcano prolifer- 
ate along the road with eager boatmen fash- 
ing their promotional cards 


Lakeside resort living 

With a resort environment so close by, a fami- 
lys Ше can always be a revitalizing experience. 
‘isis Laeuna de Taal in ай its natural splendor: 
embraced on one side by the mystical аке and 
The"tourist town" allure of Tagaytay. 

For more information or site visit, call 850- 
Taal (5225) or check out www.laeunade- 
taal.com or www.taalfilinvest.com. 


and Land Use Regulatory Board. 

Speakers during the business 
sessions are Rep. Eduardo C. 
Zialcita, chair, House committee 
on housing, "Congress Initiatives 
in Housing”; Foreign Secretary 
Alberto G. Romulo, "Global Op- 
portunities for Overseas Filipino 
Workers"; Fernando Zobel de Ay- 
ala, managing direct 
Group of Companies, 
tate Trends in the New Millenni- 
um" and John Greig, world 
president, International Real Es- 
tate Federation Inc. 

Davidica E. Salaya, chair, 
Philippine Leisure and Retire 
ment Authority, оп the PLRA 
thrusts and accomplishments; 


with bi-level idea 


able atmosphere of ling in a 
house. Regarding this preference 
for the layout structure of Gateway 
Garden Ridge, RLC general manag- 
ег Danilo E. Ignacio affirms that 
condo dwellers today are geting to 
be more demanding, "Our groups 
long experience in developing. 
managing and assessing market 
trends led us to believe that todays 
buyer wants more than just a typi- 
cal layout," he said. 

Strategically located on Edsa in 
Mandaluyong City, Gateway Gar- 
den Ridge is a convenient 10- 
minute drive away from the Makati 
and Ortigas business districts. It is 
also accesible to various modes of 
public transportation along EDSA 
such as buses and the МАТ. 


‘and Raju Shahan, president and 
general manager, RCI Asia, "Re- 
sort Properties and Vacation 
Ownership”; and Truman E. 
Cainglet, Region 6 Neda director, 
"Prospects of Real Estate Devel- 
‘opment on Panay Island.” 

Emeterio “Jun” Gonzales, VP 
for international group opera- 
tions, Home Development Mutu- 
al Fund (Pag-Ibig Fund), "Global 
Marketing of Philippine Proper- 
ties"; and Dr. Jaime A. Cura, VP 
for marketing, Creba-GSl Inc, *e- 
Creba Internet Portal.” David Ful- 
топ, counselor, commercial af- 
fairs and foreign service, US Em- 
bassy, who will be the guest of 
honorat lunch. 


become part of a mixed-use com- 
munity composed of office and 
residential buildings, and a mall 
all being developed by RLC. 

Gateway Garden Ridge lives up 
to its name by allotting 2,000 
square meters of garden space for 
the enjoyment ofits residents. The 
lush greenery gives the residents a 
feeling of serenity away from the 
hustle and buste of the city. Apart 
from this, Garden Gateway Ridge 
also features a jogging path and a 
fitness center for the health buffs, 
as well as a children’s playground, 
and swimming pools both for chil- 
dren and adults for the enjoyment 
ofthe whole family. 

With its intimate and homey 
bilevel structure, Gateway Gar- 
den Ridge demonstrates a tangi- 
ble move forward in the resur- 
gence of condo living tailor-made 
forthe active and dynamic young 
families and professionals, 


Mixed-use community 

То further make life more con- 
venient for its future residents, 
Gateway Garden Ridge is set to 
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ONGOING construction at Megaworld's Forbeswood 


Work in full swing 
at Forbeswood Heights 


CONCRETING works have 
reached the sixth level of Tower 
5, dubbed Evergreen, of 
Forbeswood Heights, a sic-tow- 
er luxury residential develop- 
ment of property giant Mega- 
word Corp. and_ Bonifacio 
West Development Corp. in the 
Bonifacio Global City. 

"Iowers 1 and 3, Agoho and 
Cambridge, have been topped 
off at che 16th and 18ch levels 
respectively, with ongoing ex 
terior precast wall works, wall 
partitioning and «стоте 


chanical works. 

Meanwhile, foundation 
works are under way for the 
second tower, Bauhinia. 

Now 24 percent complete, 
Forbeswood Heights features 
executive studios to one-bed- 
room suites overlooking а 
5,500-square-meter central 
park. Its resort-style amenities 
include a swimming pool com- 
plex, sunbathing lounge, multi- 
purpose hall, gym, jogging тай, 
tennis court, mini putting green 
and children's playground. 
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More ‘fattening’ habits 
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READ nutrition labels carefully. 

A serving size is not how much you put on 
your plate or bowl asin “first serving versus sec- 
ond serving.” You have to read the nutrition la- 
bel to find out what one serving consists of. For 
example, a package of 12 cookies might define 
‘one serving as three cookies or six cookies. 

‘You also need to take a close look at the num- 
ber of servings per container if you intend to eat 
а whole package. If the product has 90 calories 
pet serving and it contains four servings, the 
"whole package is equal to 360 calories. If you 
aren't aware of the serving size and the number 
of servings, you could be eating the whole pack 
thinking you have only consumed 90 calories 
when you have actually taken in 360. 

If you are weightconscious, advertising 
blurbs like calorie-reduced, nonfat, low-carb, 
cholesterol-free and lite will surely catch your 
attention. Again, look at the label and find out 
how many calories there are. Don't go into calo- 
rie denial mode and just rely on the fact that the 
productis “low-carb” or “fat-free.” 

Also, be aware that the words "all natural” 
have no bearing on the calories of the product. 
‘They only mean that the ingredients are not 
highly processed and there are no artificial fla- 
vors or preservatives. A honey-coated granola 
bar is а healthy natural snack but it is by no 
‘means low in calori 


‘Super size me’ 

If watching the award-winning documentary 
"Super Size Me" made you swear never to eat a 
super-sized poron of anything again, then you 
have learned a valuable lesson. Eating gigantic 
portions is one of the reasons America has seen 
a dramatic increase in obesity rates in the last 
two decades. 

Research has clearly shown that people who 
are given larger than-normal portions will lose 
track of how much they are actually eating. 
‘Consumer psychologist Brian Wansink says we 
need visual cues to remind us that we have eat- 
en enough. When we are served very large por- 
tions, we can't tell that we have already eaten 


THIS yoga and Pilates-in- 
spired exercise strengthens 
the abs and quadriceps 
(front of the thighs) as well 
as stretches the hamstrings 


1. Sit with knees bent and back 


1. Ideally, both your back and 
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more than we are normally used to because 
there is still alot of food left on the plate. 

Supersized portions may be slimming for 
your wallet because they usually cost just a tie 
‘more than regularsized portions, but they are 
definitely fattening to your waistline. If you 
‘want to keep your weight under control, re- 
member what nutritionist Marion Nestle of 
New York University said: “Supersized portions 
can create super-sized people.” 

Grazing 

Grazing or eating six mini meals а day can be 
a good or bad habit for weight control. It ай de- 
pends on how you go about it. The rationale be- 
hind this concept is based on the “thermic ef- 
fect” of food. Simply put, there is an increase in 
body temperature whenever you eat. This 
‘means that the body bums calories to digest the 
food you have eaten. So the more frequently 
‘you eat, the more calories you burn. 

Eating this way can help older women bum 
calores like a woman in her 20s. A study found 
that when women in their 0s and 60s were giv- 
еп small meals consisting of 250 or 500 calo- 
ries, they burned as much fat as younger wom- 
en. But when they were given 1,000-calorie 
meals, they burned 30 percent less fat. 

No matter your age or gender it makes sense 
to spread out your calories into five or six meals 
rather than bunch them up into two or three big 
meals so that you can take advantage of the 
thermic effect of food. 

However, this advice does not always work 
for everyone and, in fact, can even be the very 
reason some people can't lose weight. 

1 know someone who equated feeling full 
with getting fat. She believed that if she ate 
small quantities of food at a time, she wouldn't 


EXERCISE OF THE WEEK — | 


V-sit bend and straighten 


straight. 
2. Lean back and balance on but- 
tocks as you bring knees up. Hold 
behind the thighs. 
3. Contract muscles in the front of 
the thighs as you straighten your 


i legs. 2. To make 
ече шыр 2. Bend and straighten legs for 
Exercise mat the desired numberof repetitions. бте. 
Exercise technique: . Performance tips: Repetitions: 


your legs should be straight as you 
perform the exercise in the V-sit po- 
sition. If you can't do both, empha- 
size а straight back instead of 
straight legs. Avoid rounding your | 
back to achieve straighter legs. 


bend and straighten one leg at 2 


Dofive to 10 repetitions. 


gain weight. But instead of eating si small nu- 
5005 meals а day she was snacking almost 
every hour on food that was easy to carry and 
eat with her fingers—mainly things like bread 
and dry cereal. She thought these were “safe” 
foods because they had almost zero fat. Not on- 
ly was her diet unbalanced (too much carbohy- 
rates and too little of everything else), she. 
couldn't keep track of how much she was actu- 
ally eating because she never felt full. 

T you want to graze the right way, you need 
to plan carefully your small meals in advance so 
that you get the right amount of nutrients and 
you dontt go overboard grazing on whatever 
happens to be around like vending machine 
snacks and other high-clore junk food. 


Feeding the stomach not the heart 

Weight loss experts say there are two types 
of hunger—physical and emotional. When 
we are physically hungry, our body sends us 
signals telling us we should look for food. 
The signals or "internal hunger cues" are a 
rumbling stomach, an "empty" feeling, light- 
headedness, irritability, tiredness and de- 
creased attention span. 

‘Emotional hunger, on the other hand, leads 
to eating because you are sad, happy, de- 
pressed, angry, bored, anxious or stressed. It 
can start in childhood when your mom or yaya 
would quiet your tears or celebrate a happy oc- 
casion with ice cream or a chocolate bar. You 
learn to associate the sensation of eating and 
the pleasure it gives you with emotional ups 
and downs. р 


Habitual using food as an emotional coping 
mechanism wil not only make you fat, сап also 
сер you from confronting the real problems in. 
your life. In her book, A Substance Called Food." 
psychotherapist Gloria Arenson writes: “The 
тоге we abuse food and use it as a wanquilizer, 
the more we leam to live in a state of denial. We 
tune out, tum away, avoid and forget the under- 
ing problem. Finally we forget we have forgot- 
ten and blame our weight and eating habits for 
everything that's gone wrong in our ves" 
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Infanticipating? 


C-Lium © Fibre is 100% psyllium husks, a pre-need and 
multi tasking fiber which helps eliminate constipation, 
helps regulate the bowel movement, cleans the colon and 
intestine of waste and toxins helps reduce 
the risk of heart disease, helps 
remove cholesterol, 15 a natural fat 
absorber, helps reduce weight, helps 
control blood sugar and contributes 
to achieving well-being for the 
whole family. 


CLium © Fibre 
helps eliminate 


100% NATURAL AND ORGANIC 
FIBER SUPPLEMENT 
NO ADDITIVES 
. КО SWEETENERS 
NO CHOLESTEROL AND. 
‘GLUTEN FREE 
GLYCEMIC INDEX (GI) LOW 
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TOP photographer 
Patrick Uy and wife 
Evelyn with Gemma 
Suzara and Maricar 
Lim 


ALL in the famil 

‘the Manahan 
clan—Tats, Juana, 
Johnny and Lilianna 


5 fab affairs in one evening 


WOKE up on Thursday, wondering what 
I would do with myself that evening. I had 

five invitations to various affairs and 
‘choosing one was like giving up my favorite 
yummy grilled bangus sandwich at Hot Shot. 
No matter. If missed something, then, ces la 
vie., di bala? 

The earliest happening was the chic open- 
ing of the art exhibit — 
called Neo Corpo! at 


а È 
MISS of the hour juana Manahan, curator of the 
Vijandre and Ricky Toledo of Firma 


Greenbelt 3, with cool, WITHOUT 

tall beautiful Juana | 

Elvira Manahan, | BATTING 

granddaughter of the É 

divine, lue Elvira | oe wee 


Manahan, as curator 
My earliest recollec- 
tion of Juana was from 
а newspaper feature 
when she was 14 years 
young. She dyed her 
long hair in shocking 
flamingo pink and 
wore her own brand of 
flewmarket fashion Arcache 
that only а young babe Pharos by 

Sah nee ek ner NT 


would dare. 
‘Well, dahlings, now onKodak Max 


21 years young, she 

has become a fab statuesque 5'9” serious art 
history student in London. She reminds me of 
her stunning cousin, the elegant Samantha 
Eduque. Juana now wears her hair in its nat- 
ural color. For the opening cocktails she wore 
a chic chiffon number in powder pink and 
lime green by imaginative, talented couturier 
Rhett Eala, no les. 

Fab taste makers Chito Vijandre and Ricky 
Toledo of the high-end, one-of-a-kind Firma 
Makati, were Juana's co-presentors. That ex- 
plained the tres chi-chi pack and gorgeous 
eye-catching setup at the lobby that evening. 

The customer service rotunda, decorated 
with topiaries and garlands, was the scene of 
a sumptuous buffet spread. Smack in the mid- 
dle was caterer Bambi Gobio, serving up hot 
canapes. 

To make things even better, there were 
chilled champagne, French reds and whites 
Non-alcoholic invitees had a cool, refreshing 
tropical drink with ginger zest. 

‘With good food came interesting conversa- 
tion to eavesdrop on from a haute monde 
crowd discussing the merits of each painting 
by five artists Juana chose to exhibit. The 
works of Ronald Ventura, Gerri Duenas, RM 
de Leon, Rafael del Casal and Bruihn, were, 
as Juana wrote in her curatorial notes, indeed 
excellent “in draftsmanship and composition 
given the theme of the body" It was definitely 
hard for me to decide which style I preferred. 
Believe me, palanggas, each one had its own 
distinctive appeal and that contributed to the 
juicy conversation in between mouthfuls of 
yummys, 

Mandy Eduque was seen choosing be- 
tween two Ventura works. А "sold" sticker 
was seen beside one of RM de Leon's works, 

as well as Del Casals drawings. Bruihn’s, 
works were carefully scrutinized by interior 
designer; southern gent Jonathan Matti. He 
discussed the works with Tate Manahan. 
When I asked which of the artists’ works they 
preferred, the Firma fab duo Chito М and 
Ricky T. chorused: “All!” 

1 was told Juana's father Johnny helped 
her set up the panels and hang the paintings, 


SISTERS two—Lilianna and Juana—with Paolo Valenciano and JR 
Ponce Enrile 


HOTSHOTS at the International Modeling and Talent Convention: 
Arlene Pedjoe, director, JRP Boston; Marivic Padilla-Catala, 
international director, ЈЕР Manila; and Willie Ninja, runway guru 


(ABOVE) Model Karen Agusti 
off to Milan; (right) Exotic Gladys 
Cruz was third runner-up ina 
recent competition abroad. 


Её] Gallo's sales director Andy Hicks, product manager Lloyd Dizon, 
Von Hizon, managing director for International brands of the 
Andreson Group, local distributor of Wild Vines; ЕВ] Gallo's 
marketing executive Katherine Lee, marketing manager Loretta Lee 
and marketing director Tomo Azuma 


Blueberry, Peach and Blackberry 


LIFESTYLE .. 


‘THE HUNKS that got the gals sipping the so-cool Wild Vines 


and Lulu Tan Gan. 


exhibit, with Chito Anna 
Nolan 


“THE GIRL and the painters: Juana Manahan wit 
Bruin, RM de Leon and Gerri Duenas 


while mother Tats and younger sister Lilian- 
na took charge of other little details, like mak- 
ing sure reserved and sold stickers were in 
place, natch! Other Manahan famille mem- 
bers were all tres visible. With the heavy 
show-biz connections of Johnny Manahan, 1 
wondered at the conspicuous absence of 
show-biz folk, except for AiAi de las Alas, 
‘who dashed in late-ish, and Johnny's pals 
from way back, Leo and Gina Martinez, who 
breezed in with their nephew, Gary V's son, 
Paolo Valenciano. 

So, without batting an eyelash, moi can say 
this was a real famille айай, di bala? It was a 
smashing opening for a show that was excel- 
lently put together, palanggas. 

Check out Neo Corpo at the Greenbelt 3 
lobby until Sept. 30. 


WOW party 

It was party time and party hard they did, 
those gals known as the Women of Wild 
Wines (WOW). Getting together at the Blue 
Onion Bar and Resto, the young, beautiful 
and hip ladies celebrated the grand launching 
of their newest hot mare... Wild Vines Little 
Buddy single serve 250 ml bot. 

“Wild Vines Ladies’ Night” was an exhila- 
rating happening. Introduced that evening 
were Wild Vines Little Buddies in Blackberry 
Merlot, the cool Peach Chardonnay and, the 
latest addition to the deliciously intoxicating 
party set, Blueberry Cabernet Sauvignon. 

Since it was ladies night, male heartthrobs 
served Wild Vines and attended to the wom- 
епз every need, palanggas, with pleasure, if I 
may add, Hot RX Monster Radio jocks Boom 
and Fran hosted the program. The games be- 
gan with the women joining “The Bachelor 
Game." They wowed Power Boy, gorgeous 
hunk Geoff Rodriguez, with their sharp wit 
and feminine charm. Needless to say, greedy 
Geoff wanted to date зета ай, bur there could 
only be ohe winner. 

‘Nonstop dancing tothe sounds of M Power 
Band rocked the floor. Others went for the 
face and body painting, henna-tattoo applica- 
tion and caricatures of what make a woman 
WOW! The whole shebang was broadcast live 
over Monster Radio RX 93.1, noless. 

The Women of Wild Vines had a blast wel- 
coming the newest рагу essential—Wild 
Vines Little Buddies, daklings. 


Bringing home the bacon. 

That superwoman achiever, Marivic Padil- 
1a-Catala, had tons of happy news when I 
Tunched with her, palanggas. Marivic, by the 
way, is the hotshot executive director of John 
Robert Powers International, no less. She said 
the three models she brought to the Interna- 
tional Modeling and Talent Convention in 


WOMEN of style. Maripi Muscat 


MARY Ann and Francis Lumen with Lynette 


BUSINESSMAN Mandy Eduque 
and his daughter Alexandra 
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Iheng Loretizo, Docker Cavestany 
and Aisa Gamo 


WORLD Impact 
president Nancy 
Roxas 


GEOFF Rodriguez 
toasts the new Wild 
Vines Little Buddy. 


New York came home winners. Bb. Pilipinas 
Universe 2002, eye-catching Karen Loren 
Agustin, was second runner-up in Female 
Model of the Year, and got a modeling con- 
tract this month in Milan. 

The "New York, New York 2004" at the posh 
New York Hilton gathered talents and models 
from Canada, Mexico, Europe, Asia and the 
United States, with their talent scouts. 

‘Another of our gals, exotic Gladys Cruz, 
was third runner-up in the makeup and jeans 
competition, and honorable mention in 
swimwear. She received nine callbacks, no 
less. Headtumer Francois Filamor, 62", got 
а contract from Sub-Zero Modeling Manage- 
ment in New York. 

Now that’s the John Robert Powers way, 
dahlings. 

Marivic herself received the Star Award at а 
gathering of JRP directors from various cities 
in the United States, that included Arlene Ped- 
joe from JRP Boston, who was tres visible. Hey, 
this s the second time that the models JRP sent 
to New York came out winners. Last year, Con- 
nie Wong and Renali Mercado also won top. 
prizes and got loads of modeling contracts. 

Iwas told that JRP hotshot president and 
CEO, Richard Upton, is about to open the 
13th branch of John Robert Powers in Asia, 
this time, in Taipei! Not bad, huh? 


; Tod 


THE WOMEN cf Wild Vines pose with RX cool jocks Boom and Fran, 
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HERE is a wealth of natural remedies in 
the world’s forests, and even in our back- 
yards—and along with them, an equally 

generous supply of natural goodness. Lets take 

"а loser look at some of them, to cure or at least 

manage our everyday health and life. 

What's the cure for dizziness? 

This is not a condition but a symptom. 
Causes could be high/low blood pressure, 

overstressed adrenals, 

low blood sugar 
(hunger pangs), ane- 
mia, B-12 deficiency, 
flu, colds, unusual re- 
action to medication, 
shock, fear or emo- 
tional stress. 

See your doctor im- 
mediately. However, a 
? little help can come 
р Hom: apple cider 
EN LE NE 

‘Cory Quirino  srape juice (4 oz of 

Cory Quirino. о cited a 

‘warm water). It balances electrolytes and 
blood sugar, and aids in getting the stomach 
settled. 

* Sage—Especially good for nausea, as tea. 

* Honey/hard candy—Suckon this slowly 
for sudden low blood sugar problem. 

© Cloves—Best for nausea, as tea. Place 1 
tsp of regular/whole cloves (crushed) in a 

pint of water. Strain. Add honey. 

© Garlic—This regulates blood pressure 
and aids circulation. Mix A tbsp fresh garlicin 
асир ofhot water. Take as tea. 

‘Can you recommend a good skin regi- 
теп to combat rashes? 

Physicians often have difficulty diagnosing 
skin rashes, which can be caused by a myriad 
of things—allergies, psoriasis, scabies (skin 
mite), fungus, nervousness or emotional dis- 
turbances like worries, anger, etc. Eliminate 
substances that might have caused the 
rash—soaps, perfumes, synthetic fabrics, jew- 
гу, lotions, certain foods (chicken, shrimp, 
chocolate, et.) 

‘Try relaxation therapy if you have been 
tense lately (massage, yoga, meditation). 
Wash the affected area. Apply the following 

* Aloe vera (Sabla) —A general albrash 
treatment, If fresh, peel off the skin, use the 
fleshy gel and rub on the affected area. Mix some 
gel (1 tsp) with water and drink as a tonic. 

* Apple cider vinegar—Apply on the skin. 

/ one to two times daily. Take Ya tsp in a cup of 

warm water, twice daily. 

© Baking soda—Soothes itchiness. Mix 1 
tbsp in2 tsp of water to make a paste. 

* Virgin coconut oil/avocado oil—Antisep- 
tic and antibacterial. Massage on the affected 


Were the fairy 


Wo reader 
pointed ош, re- 
Ll Eso 


‘column last week, that 
the two British’ girls 
who took the Cotting- 
ley photos of the 
fairies in 1917 and 
1920 later confessed 
tohave faked them. 

liv Morano-Casillo, a marketing officer, 
wrote: “I read somewhere when the girls were 
grown up, that they admitted they used cutouts 
for fiie in their picrures because their parents 
didn't believe them. I have seen the pictures the. 
girls took in a book I read a long time ago, and 1 
cant believe people thought them to be authen- 
tic. The fairies were fakelooking. There was 
even one picture where the supposed fairy was 
wearing a dress that was in fashion during that 
time, with hat and all. 1 believe in fairies, but 1 
think the pictures referred to in your column 
were fake.” 

Another reader, who calls himself Jepoy 
Sulit, said my story of the Cottingley photos 
was not complete because "you did not state 
thar the two girls actually confessed in 1981 
that they faked the fairies by cutting them out 
ofa book entitled Princess Mary's Gift Book," 
published in 1915. 

"You may look at this site to prove the au- 
thenticity of my research, http://www muse- 
wumofhoaxes.com/photos/cottingley.html. 


‘INSIDE 
10) 
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ПММЕВ 
j AWARENESS 


Facts and nothing but 

“Maybe you have already taken a look at it, 
butwhatever your intentions [were in] notin- 
cluding the confession made by the two girs, 
you still have to make a clear report by com- 
pleting the story. As readers, we expect that 
you, sir, should provide us complete and com- 
prehensive fact, or even just mere fact." 

1 agree completely that we should at least 
have the bare facts in а given story but what are 
the real facts in this case? I did mention in my 
column last week that not everybody believed 
in the authenticity of the Cottingley fairies’ pho- 
tos and even enumerated the reasons why. 

Тат aware of the so-called "confession" of 
fakery the two Cottingley girls allegedly made. 
later in their lives. Why it took them so long to 
confess is something to think about. Why is it 
that people are more easily persuaded to be- 
lieve that a paranormal phenomenon із false 
rather than authentic? 

‘The information that Sulit cited came from 
critics who did not believe аг ай in fairies, or in 
any paranormal phenomenon. No matter what 
evidence one presents, it will be shot down as 
unacceptable or not valid. Notice the way Sulit 
ignored completely the statements of Conan 
Doyle, Gardner, Hodson and the photo experts 
saying the photos were authentic. 

He relied solely on the dubious statements 
from the Internet, whose authorship one can 
hardly trace or validate. On the other hand, in 
а book on the supernatural published by 


Jaime Т. Licauco 


area. 
‘© Celery— Eat two fresh stalks or make а 
glass of juice. Drink when nervous. 

‘© Oatmeal—Cook 2 cups in water. Apply 
warm on the skin. Leave on for 15 minutes. 

* Vitamin A (10,000 iu), D (200-400 iu), E. 
(200-400 iu)—Take one tablet daily, then 
puncture the contents of one capsule and ap- 
ply on the affected area. 

ө Soak bath—in a tub of very warm water, 
mix а handful of assorted herbs: Mint, basil, 
oregano, etc. Add flowers like jasmine, sampagui- 
taand soak for five minutes. (Optional: Add 1 cup 
baking soda, aloe vera or apple cider vinegar) 

How do I manage my peptic ulcers? 

Peptic ulcer usually appears either in the 
stomach (gastric) or small intestine (duode- 
nal). A burning pain is often fet one hour af- 
ter eating. 

TÉ the pain persists, see your physician As- 
ap. Improve your diet immediately. Eliminate. 
fats, oils, alcohol and heavy meats. Eat more 
vegetables, fruits, broths. Drink more water. 
Reduce or manage your worries. Stop smok- 
ing and drinking aspirin. Check food allergies 
or abdominal bacterial infection. 

© Aloe vera plant—Drink in puree form, 
diluted with water. 

© Cabbage—4 to 6 oz, thrice daily. 

© Baking soda—As an antacid, % tsp in a 
cup of warm water. Works immediately. 

‘© Cayenne—A tsp in a cup of hot tea or wa- 
ес Don't worry this bums mucus and not your 
stomach lining. If any burning sensation is felt, 
ака small box of raisins to cool you down. 

Depression is my biggest problem. What 
doldo? 

Everyone sometimes suffers from depres- 
sion. Nobody is immune to it. However, know 
that it is considered as a defense versus situa- 
ions that are frustrating and beyond your 
control. Withdrawal from life and all its pres- 
sures is а good thing—but only for short peri- 
ods. You may experience loss of appetite, dif- 
ficulty in concentrating/thinking, low libido/ 
energy or feeling of hopelessness/worthless- 


photos faked? 


Grolier _ Enterprises, 
where I based my sto- 
ту, author Daniel Far- 
son said: "Gardner 
pointed to a piece of 
evidence that 
emerged quite unex- 
N _ pectedly а year after 
Conan Doyle's article 
(about the fairies). A friend of Frances Grif- 
fiths in South Africa produced a copy of the 
first fairy photograph, which Frances had sent 
to her in a letter in 1917. Not only was this 
several years before the case was taken up 
publicly by Conan Doyle, but also, Frances’ 
letter dismisses the fairies in a single, off- 
hand phrase amidst gossip about her dolls, 
her parents and another photo of herself. 

"This backs up Gardners contention that, 
for Frances Griffiths, there was nothing ex- 
traordinary about seeing fairies and that as 
Elsie Wright had told him, Frances had stared 
straight at the camera because she was far 
more interested in having her own photo taken 
than in fairies she could see any day... As for 
the ultra-ypical looking fairies, Geoffrey Hod- 
son maintained that fairies often choose to ma- 
terializ in the forms that peasants or children 
have thought up for them, or in some image 
they particularly admire. “The surprise,” he 
says, would be if they were different” 

In conclusion, Daniel Farson said: "In spite 
of the overwhelming publicity which the 
‘Wrights could not in the end escape, no one 
ever convincingly disproved the fairy pho- 
tographs. Ifthe photographs were fraudulent, 
then the Wright family—or someone—appar- 
ently possessed а photographic genius that 
fooled every expert.” 

‘A similar thing happened in the case of the Fox 
sisters in New York, whose communications with 
the dead through knocks and rappings in their 
home in Hydesville, New York in 1848 gave birth 
tothe spiritualist movement in the West. ` 

Margaret Fox was 10 when the strange rap- 
pings were heard in their house. Sister Kate 
was 7 and Leah was much older. Leah became 
the first professional medium when spiritual- 
ism was established. Then the relationship 
between Leah and her younger sisters soured. 
When Margaret was left іп poverty and sick- 
ness, she got envious of the more successful 
Leah. So in 1888 she publicly confessed that 
the rappings were faked by them. She said she 
and Kate developed control over their joints 
and muscles, that they could produce the 
sounds without detection, even demonstrat- 
ing how they did ic. 

But the séances they held could not be ex- 
plained as mere trickery. So spiritualism still 
grew despite her claim, which was never real- 
ly proven. So there you are. 


Email reactions to this column to jlicau- 
co@edsamail.com.ph. Listen to my radio pro- 
gram, 7-8 p.m. every Sunday over dzMM at 
630 khz on the AM radio band. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


LIFESTYLE soin 
Natural first-aid remedies 


Sinoman 


Plus 12 Chinese Medicinal Herbs 


ЫШТ 


с perire 
046. CITRUS FRUIT Herb — for cough, common colds and 
: E 
WATER PLANTAIN TUBER — relieves painful 
urination, treats phlegm and fluid retention 
WILD RADISH Herb — treats common gastric 
ж 
Go 
‘Available at all leading drugstores and RAMONE 
pides Е 


ness. With a little time off, you can fight it. 


уош therapist immediately. 

Talking is the best form of therapy. Talk it 
out with the person you have a problem with. 
Keep busy. Cry it out. 

‘© Exercise—Get physical. Write in your 
journal. 

© Chamomile, sage, peppermint, rose, cat 
nip—Brew a pot. Sip 5 cups ina day. 

© Honey/raisins—If depression is due to 
Jow sugar, take 1 tsp immediately. 

Valerian root Take it as a tea, twice daily. 
* St. John’s Wort—Great relaxant. 

© Red raspberry/wormwood—Balances 
hormones while relaxing you. 

Spa treatments to make you feel pampered 
are wonderful for total well-being. 

Loveand light! 


пои! GREEN TEA 


‘With HAWTHORNE BERRY - useful in the treatment 
of alherosclerosis 
BLUE CURLS Herb — acts as a blood cleanser, 
sedative and aids in the treatment of common 
respiratory and cardiovascular айтеп 
MORNING GLORY SEEDS — for nephritis (kidney 
information) and urinary dficuly 
CASSIA TORA - improves blood cicuaton by 
isti capišaries and promotes clear vision 
ADZUKI BEAN - acts as a blood purifer, circulatory 
эйт and helps prevent Kidney disorders 
PORIA FUNGUS Herb — for spleen disorders, weak 
“stomach, insomnia, anxiety and palpitations 
PATCHOULI for cel regeneration to aid 
rehydration and rejuvenation of dry or matured stin 
GERMINATED BARLEY — helps improves digestion 
‘SHEN QU Herb — heips strengthen the stomach and 


Im 


Reference: “A Treasury of Natural First Aid 


However, if you have suicidal tendencies, see Remedies (From A- Z),"by James Kusick 


Timo to sot the record 
straight on pili uso & 
weight gain. 


Women us 
Desogostrol-containing 
low dosed 20 meg EE 
pilis: 


NO WEIGHT GAINI 


esc 


Today's low dose pills do not cause weigh 
gain. But the association between weight gai 

and the Pil is one of women's most deeply hold 
views, and that coupled with the importance of 
body image means that В very hard to changé. 

However, it moans many women ae iting their 
Contraceptive options and missing out on the. 
benefits of the РИ. 


The РИ has very much changed since it was frst 
Introduced 40 years ago. Early high- dose pilis 
contained more than 60 meg of estrogen (in, 
the form of Ethinylostradiol) and almost 
certainly caused weight gain in some women. 
However, the pllis in common use today 
almost universally contain much more amount 
of estrogen. These low dose pills, їп particular, 
those with only 20meg of estrogen are not 
associated with weight gain. 


Studies with a ow dose combined pil containing 
Just 20 mog of Etinylestradil (EE) + 150mg of 
desogestrel (DSG) showed thatthe weight of the. 
majority of women who used this pil for 6-1 
cycles had stable body weight (Serfaty, ot 
1898 and Lavin, et al. 2004) 


Iis realy time to set he record straight in elation 
to the РИ and weight gain. The evidence shows 
that fear of weight gain is unfounded and 
should not deter women from using tho Pll. 
Women need to be given the facts to remove this 
common and persistent misconception. 
Occasionally, hormonal contraceptives could 
cause modest but transient increases in weight 
аз women's bodies become accustomed to the 
hormonal changes. For this reason, women should 
‘continue with a method for at least three months 
o sive your body time to adapt to the PIN or any 
hormonal contraceptive before stopping. It Is 
indeed time for women to be aware that weight 
gain is usually associated with behavioral and. 
Physical changes attributable to aging! 


For questons, please const your door 

orem 

Orlexo 0917-0523350 

Or sand your tars 1: 

ORGANON PHILS. INC. 

5" Fi Feisa Bag. #108 

VA Rétro SL, Legaspi € 
Vaage, Макай Cy 1200 

Tel 802- 8177698 be, 1420 

Fax #02. 8177471 


Dr. Nicky S. Montoya 


ate Charge Doc is your мени question and answer guide оп general health issues and nent, 
Теле мейем Director, Dr. Nicky Montoya answers questions on heath though the assistance! 

tnd ерене of MEDICar's network of accreted specialists, And in a common thrust with he 
campaigne ofthe government, Take Charge Doci parallels ts features on the Calendar of Health Evens 
ofthe Department or Heath 


hat is Alcoholic Liver Cirrhosis? Is this 


related to Liver Cancer? 


serious and potentially irreversible consequence of chronic ethanol use characterized 


A Icoholic liver cirrhosis is considered the end stage of alcoholic liver disease. It isa 


by diffuse scarring of the liver tissue. 


Once a threshold level of consumption is 


exceeded (estimated to be 80g/day for men and 20g/day for women), the risk of damaging 
liver tissue increases dramatically. Patients with cirrhosis often report a recently occurring 
tendency to bleed, passage of tea-colored urine, strong flatulence, enlarging abdomen, 
swelling of both legs (edema) and liaving difficulty in concentration. On physicatexamination, 
the general state of health is often reduced, there is yellowish discoloration of the eyes and 
skin (jaundice), spider-like blood vessels on the chest and arms, scarlet tongue, fissures in the 
comers of the mouth, globulary tense abdomen and white nails. Bruises or hematomas are 


frequently observed. Some patients are locally disoriented and have tremors. 


Alcohol alone appears to be an independent fisk factor for Hepatocellular Carcinoma (HCC), 
albeit а weaker one than viral hepatitis. One Japanese study reported 10-year frequency 
rates for HCC to be 18.5%. Most investigators in the field however, are in agreement that 
alcohol consumption, when combined with viral hepatitis, poses a high risk of HCC at 80.7%. 
Among alcoholics, men older than 50 years of age appear most vulnerable to development 
of Liver Cancer. 


"This week's answer to our feature question was authored by Dr. Jane Ricaforte- 
Campos, our accredited specialist based in Medical Center Manila. Dr. Campos, 
а 1992 Medicine graduate of the De la Salle University, specializes in intemal 
Medicine. She took her Fellowship training in Gastroenterology in UP-PGH, from 
1997 to 1999. Dr. Campos is also a Training Officer and an active Consultant for the 
Department of Medicine of Medical Center Manila. She is an Associate Professor 
for the Emilio Aguinaldo College of Medicine and a Visiting Consultant at Manila 
Doctors Hospital. Members may visit Dr. Campos for their consultation needs at her clinic, Room 330} 
from Mondays to Thursdays, 2 to 6 PM and on Fridays and Saturdays, 10 AM to 12 noon. 

ВЕ HEARD AND BE READ. Write to DR. NICKY $. MONTOYA (clo TAKE CHARGE РОС!) or e-mail 
him at inquiry@medicardphils.com for inquiries on health matters. 


MEDICard Is the first HMO In the Philippines and 
the whole.Asia Pacific Region ќо Бе ISO. CERTIFIED 


MEDiCard PHILIPPINES, INC. af Sapmaus Báo. НУ ded Coun -й Caicedo Уй, Male Cay 12: 


TAX MO. БФ 810-9858 TEXT Key m MEDCARO and vend о 2: 
INONVDUALITAMILY BALES: 818-2161 


(Globe ana last 
CORPORATE BALES: eas 6 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


LIFESTYLE _ 


Hollywood 


head-turners 


THE REVOLUTIONARY Tigi Bed 
Неай Stick, actress Meg Ryan’s se- 
cret behind her spiky-edged fin- 
ished-unfinished look, is no longer 
asecret. 

Since celebrity hairstylist Anthony Mas- 
colo launched this one product in the late 
1980s, he has developed a variety of hair 
miracle workers. And in addition to the 
Head Stick, the Tigi Bed Head line have be- 
come the hottest hair care, treatment and 
styling range in Hollywood and the bigger 
market today. 

‘Singing sensation Anastacia absolutely 


The drinks pictured above 
are for the health-conscious. 


Low calorie, and like this ad, 
completely sugar free. 


TUNE NUN atu Eana 


loves the Control Freak Shampoo, Condi- 
tioner and Serum to tame her wild side; and 
finishes the job with Power Trip, a molding. 
hair gel that adds dimension and volume. 

‘Among the shampoos and conditioners, 
popular favorites inciude the Dumb Blonde 
used by Britney Spears and Tyra Banks be- 
cause it is best for after highlights, damaged 
or chemically treated hair. 

Self Absorbed, a mega vitamin formula- 
tion to preserve shine and volume, is pre- 
ferred by Maroon 5. Moisture Maniac, rich 
and creamy lathering infused with a citrusy 
fresh smell is. used by American Pie star 
Shannon Elizabeth and the legendary 


Did you know that it's easy to tell 
‘Someone's character by the things 
he or she likes? Take the quiz 
below and be surprised how much 
your taste tells a lot about who 
youare and, most of all what Coke 
will best refresh you. 


Whel would you wearon a big date? 

А. А classy. ai-black ensemble 
from tep io toe 

в. Whatever's loose and 
солоп 

с. Preppy sihouelte that's 
бот\палпу nevcrais 

D. Besy-hugging thal wal show 
your assets 


Who are tne arbals on your CO rack? 
A. Maroon 5, Ascia Keys 

В. Hoobastank. Incubus 

C. Dashboard Confessional 

D. Ministry of Sound, bza 


What do you read? 
А. Newspaper end noveis 

В; Independent tales 

С. Comics and so 

D. Magaznes and set+-help books 


How do you tke your steak? 
A. Wel-done 

В. Rare 

C. Medium-care 

б: 1 dont eat steak 


Мапа уда aream сей phone? 

А Tos ess completed be beter 

8: Somos hit па one sise has. 

©. Vann iots i games and sofware 
te operaie 

о. Streamed, vi ots ot syl 
pes 


What's you aream car? 
A. Anyang that has four wheels and 
ane 


в. SUV. 
C. Bestie 
б Porsche. 


How wal you pose in your yearbook 


photo? 

Е 
Smee 
cas nore 


C. You really dont care 
©: Glamorous, atmost ike a 
‘magazine pholo shoot 


нон. he ten pat. Вон an assessment 
f your personatty prote. Ра л wtich 
‘aie you sro based on your answers 
boe. As a bones, wa o siso wialen 
‘ona wc Сега Clabes eects 
and suits yeu. Aser ал. here's noting 
like grabbing a Coke hart retesh you 
the way you wart Blo, 


Mostly A's 

‘Youre a classic. Everyone hads it easy 
olaikto you. гла you get along wet win E 
лю! everybody Yos ind e3sy lo gol 
ew fiends, evon in the mosi отоу 
pisces. 

Soto speak. youre tke the ерды Сова. 
Tre one thet everyone has always loved. 


lostiy B's ` 
Youre onthe wdd side. You Lia to explore 
men places. ana you love Ва outdoors. 
You ind satisfacion пе ning 
sedis heppyknoving thal there's says | 
‘something diferent fo do. 


куолу a Cote, yardbe Chany Coke. 
астма a ery зда ss ny 


© 
рено 
та 
єт 
EA ELT 
Es 


You're defrttey a Vanila Cote youhave. 
Jusi tne пол touch of vanita. 


tosty D's 
Youre га sophisticated. You atus 
Ewe lo improve yeurset You go tothe 
rea nean toed, iow 
Weis good to you. You re sew Ape 
pheroneront 
Cola Ligh best заз you. Is the same 
ива Taare Kageta 
far you. 


Lenny Kravitz 

Tigi Bed Head also has a range of hair 
treatments such as the Treat Me Right, a 
peppermint hair mask that provides the hair 
with a five-minute spa treatment that s 
ulates and conditions the hair for a full and 
shiny look; Ego Boost, a split-end mender 
and leave-in conditioner that protects dry 
and damaged hair from environmental ele- 
ments while giving that fruity and berry fra- 
grance. 

The stars shine brighter with Tigi Bed 
Head's impressive array of shine enhancers 
and smootheners. Natalie Portman’s 
choice? Girl Toys, a lightweight shine serum 
that smoothens dry ends. Other popular 
choices are Kelly Ripa's personal fave Shine. 
Junkie, a non-greasy super-shine formula- 
tion that camouflages split ends. 

Polish the 'do with a Bed Head line 
deemed must-haves by Ewan McGregor, 
Liza Minelli, Tori Spelling, Sharon Stone, 
Robbie Williams, Justin Timberlake, En- 
rique Iglesias—Bed Head Stick for texture 
and hold, the Mohawk Gel for ultra spiking 
hold, Maxxed Out for maximum strength, 
the thermal blow dry miracle lotion Super- 
star and the Manipulator which is used to 
spike. 

‘The Tigi Bed Head line offers shampoos, 
conditioners, treatments, shine enhancers 
and smootheners, gel and waxes, hair- 
sprays, and a wide variety of styling aids. 

Tigi Bed Head is exclusively distributed 
by Hairministry Inc. and available in all 
leading salons. 
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SHINE JUNKIE 


In A Can 
Outshine Everyone! 
Eblovissez votre monde! 
‘ta hard brillar a todo de 
ГД 

ne 


PARTY girl Paris Hiton uses After Party a hair sikifier 
that tres funky fysways. 


OSCAR winner Charlize Theron swears by the Tigi 


Bed Head Rubber Rage, а citrusy hair wax for a shiny 


and textured finish. 


RUBBER RAGE 

1238 tor Coot Pe0P? + 

SES ks cot iret A 
газа yeas РЧА 


